STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS REGULATION
POWER FACILITY EVALUATION COUNCIL

Petition No. 67
Wolcott, Connecticut
March 26, 1981

Mr. Doocy, Mr. Clapp, Mr. Wood, and Mr. Reid met Mr. Kischell and Mr.
Bailey of the Southern New England Telephone Company to review the first half
of Petition No. 67. Telecommunication facilities were viewed in Wolcott, Water-
bury, and Meriden. The second half of Petition No. 67 involves facilities in
Shelton, Norwalk, and Bridgeport. These were reviewed on March 31, 1981.

The first half of this petition involves the following changes at the
Barry Avenue site in Wolcott: (a) replacing an existing 90 foot tall triangular
lattice steel tower with an 80 foot tall square lattice steel tower; (b) replacing
two microwave dishes and two reflectors with four new microwave dishes; (c) adding
a 12" x 16" concrete radio building and a new fuel storage tank at the base of
the tower and extending the fence to encompass the new facilities. Additional
changes include: (d) adding two microwave antennae to the Waterbury East Tower in
Waterbury and another concrete radio building; and (e) adding one microwave
antenna to the West Peak tower in Meriden.

The Wolcott site is in a single family dwelling residential area near the
top of Clinton Hill. The tower is visible from several locations within the area.
The tower base and radio building are partially screened by vegetation from the
nearest residence and are not visible from other residences. The new tower will be
located several feet nmortheast of the existing tower at approximately the same ground
elevation. The proposed tower will be 80 feet tall and more narrow than- the
existing tower; it will be square instead of triangular. The new microwave
antennae are to be mounted on a platform at the top of the tower.

The soil appears shallow but stable, and a few bedrock outcrops appear on the
site. The proposed tower will require new foundations which will be set in soil
or bedrock. If the soil is too shallow or the bedrock unsuitable, some blasting
may be necessary.

A new concrete building will be constructed at the base of the tower and will
accomodate the generator used for emergency power. The existing fence will be
extended to enclose this facility.

The existing tower will remain in place for approximately six months or
until the new facility is operating properly. Then the existing tower will be
dismantled and removed.

According to the SNETCO representatives, this proposal has been approved by the
Wolcott Planning and Zoning Commission.

The Waterbury Fast tower is located adjacent to a water tower and several
other cable TV or telecommunication towers on top of Long Hill in Waterbury. The
site is surrounded by single and multiple family dwellings, commercial, and indus-
trial properties. Both the telecommunication tower and the water tower are visible
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from many viewpoints in the Waterbury area. Two microwave antennae are to be
mounted at the 80 foot level to the existing 90 foot tower. Once the new facilities
are operating, two narrow 80 foot tall towers presently on the site can be removed.
These two towers now support reflectors which relay signals from the Waterbury
central office to Wolcott. A new radio building will be constructed at the base

of the tower and the existing fence will be extended to surround this new building.
The radio building will house an emergency generator, the new radio equipment, and
future radio equipment when existing facilities are replaced. An existing building
presently storing a temporary generator may be removed after the new building is
constructed. According to SNETCO representatives, this proposal has received
planning and zoning approval.

The Meriden tower is adjacent to West Peak State Park and several telecommuni-
cation towers on the top of West Peak. The existing telecommunication facilities
on West Peak are relatively well screened from most locations within the state park,
but they are a prominent feature on the ridge top as seen from viewpoints in the
Meriden area and can be seen up to many miles away on clear days.

The telephene company's tower presently supports seven microwave antennae.
SNETCO proposes to add one microwave dish to the existing tower at the 90 foot
level to complete a route from Meriden to the Wolcott Tower. The existing North
Branform to Wolcott route will be eliminated, and an antenna at the North Branford
tower may be removed when the Meriden to Wolcott route is in service. No additional
buildings are proposed at this site.

Duncan C. Reid
Environmentalist
March 30, 1981



STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS REGULATION
POWER FACILITY EVALUATION COUNCIL

Petition No. 67
Norwalk, Connecticut
March 31, 1981

Commissioner Boucher, Mr. Clapp, Christopher Wood and Duncan Reid
met Mr. Bailey and Mr. Kischell of the Southern New England Telephone
Company to review the second part of Petition No. 67 which involved fa-
cilities in Norwalk, Bridgeport, and Shelton. The first part of this
petition involves facilities located in Wolcott, Waterbury, and Meriden
which were visited on Thursday, March 26th.

In Norwalk one dish is to be mounted on an existing 350 foot tower
located at a telephone company service center immediately north of Route
1. The dish will be directed toward the existing tower in Bridgeport.
The general area around the Norwalk site appears to be commercial, resi-
dential, and industrial. The tower is visible from many locations in
the area.

The Bridgeport tower (40 feet tall) is located on top of the Central
Office Building in downtown Bridgeport. One dish will be mounted at ap-
proximately the 30 foot level and directed tower the new dish in Norwalk.
The location of the tower on top of the office building diminishes its
visual impact.

The 181 foot tower in Shelton is located in a rural residential area.
One 5 foot dish will be removed and a 12 foot dish mounted in the same
location and directed toward an existing facility in Derby. A new and
large dish is required in Shelton to prevent interference with transmissions
from Shelton to New Haven. This tower is visible from selected locations
within the immediate area and from some distant viewpoints.

No additional radio buildings, generators, or fuel tanks, are planned
for the facilities in Norwalk, Bridgeport, and Shelton.

Duncan C. Reid
Environmentalist
March 31, 1981
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