
 

 

 

June 30, 2020 

 

Mr. Rob Hiltbrand 

R.R. Hiltbrand Engineers & Surveyors 

575 North Main Street 

Bristol, Connecticut 06010 

 

Subject: Whip-poor-will surveys, Burlington, CT 

 

Dear Mr. Hiltbrand, 

 

Per your request I have surveyed the property located on Prospect Street in Burlington for the presence of 

whip-poor-will (Caprimulgus vociferous), a nocturnal State-listed bird species typically associated with 

open woodland habitats. The project site contains an active gravel pit/operation and also approximately 20 

acres of undeveloped, relatively mature oak/hemlock dominated woodland.  

To determine whether whip-poor-will are breeding on the site, I established three survey points within the 

woodland area that were between 150-175 meters apart (See Fig. 1.). The survey methods and timing were 

based on recommendations from Shannon Kearney at the Connecticut DEEP Wildlife Division. The 

surveys were conducted on June 8, June 13 and June 17, 2020 between the hours of 10:00 and 1:00 PM). 

The optimal dates for the surveys were obtained from the Nightjar Survey Network website 

http://www.nightjars.org/.  

Ideal survey conditions for whip-poor-will are when the moon is at least half illuminated and above the 

horizon (and not obscured by clouds) and there is minimal wind. A six-minute survey was conducted at all 

three points consisting of 3 minutes of silent listening, followed by a callback, followed by 3 minutes of 

silent listening. The weather during each visit was ideal. 

Whip-poor-will was not recorded on the site during any of the three visits.  I suspect the on-going gravel 

operation and extensive ATV use throughout the woodlands may create suboptimal breeding habitat for 

this ground-nesting species. 

Please feel free to contact me to discuss the surveys and results if you have any questions. My qualifications 

are attached. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

A.  Hunter Brawley, 

Brawley Consulting Group, LLC 

Windsor, CT  

  

Brawley Consulting Group, LLC 
 Land Conservation and Management Services 

 

http://www.nightjars.org/


 



 



 



 


