STATE OF CONNECTICUT

CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL
Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT 06051

Phone: (860) 827-2935 Fax: (860) 827-2950
E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov
www.ct.gov/csc

March 13, 2020

Kathleen M. Shanley

Manager — Transmission Siting
Eversource Energy

56 Prospect Street

P.O. Box 270

Hartford, CT 06103

RE: SUB-PETITION NO. 1293-HCDREOS-02 (Haddam, Chester, Deep River, Essex and Old
Saybrook)— Eversource Energy declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility
and Public Need is required for all transmission facility asset condition maintenance improvements
statewide to comply with the updated National Electrical Safety Code clearance requirements.

Dear Ms. Shanley:

The Connecticut Siting Council (Council) is in receipt of your correspondence dated March 13, 2020
regarding a minor change to the above-referenced project that was approved by the Council on July 1, 2019.
The proposed modification consists of the replacement of an additional 15 wood transmission structures on
the 1261/1598 Transmission Line that were determined to be structurally deficient during field work related to
the previously approved Project with new weathering steel structures of the same structural design.

The new structures will be installed within 15 feet of the existing structures except for Structures 6928 and
6929 which will be installed within 18 feet of the existing structures. In addition, due to in-field conditions,
the previously approved location of Structure 6973 has been shifted so that it will be installed approximately
45 feet north of the existing structure. The new structures will be less than 10-feet higher than the existing
structures to comply with current conductor clearance requirements.

Work associated with the additional replacement structures will result in approximately 15,373 square feet of
temporary wetland impacts due to the use of temporary construction matting associated with work at 4
structures. Vernal pool species protection measures will be implemented where work activities extend into
vernal pool envelopes. There will be no direct impacts to vernal pools. The work will not occur in any flood
zones or require any Natural Diversity Database protective measures.

No properties listed on the National or State Register of Historic Places are located within 500 feet of the
work areas and no evidence of archaeological significance were identified in the work areas. Access to work
locations will utilize existing right-of-way (ROW) access roads, public roads, and off ROW access roads,
where feasible. Some of the existing access roads will be improved to facilitate construction vehicle access.

Pursuant to the Council’s Petition No. 1293 decision of March 31, 2017 and the July 1, 2019 decision on this
sub-petition, your request for the proposed minor project changes, as detailed in your March 13, 2020
correspondence, is hereby approved. Any additional minor changes to the sub-petition decision require
advance notification and approval.
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Thank you for your attention and cooperation.

elanie Bachman
Executive Director

Sincerely,

¢:  The Honorabie Robert McGarry, First Selectman, Town of Haddam
Bill Warner, Town Planner, Town of Haddam
The Honorable Lauren Gister, First Selectwoman, Town of Chester
Judy Brown, Zoning Enforcement Officer, Town of Chester
The Honorable Angus L. McDonald Jr., First Selectman, Town of Deep River
Julie Pudem, Zoning Enforcement Officer, Town of Deep River
The Honorable Norman Neddleman, First Selectman, Town of Essex
John Guszkowski, Town Planner, Town of Essex
The Honorable Carl Fortuna Jr., First Selectman, Town of Old Saybrook
Christina M. Costa, Enforcement Officer, Town of Old Saybrook



