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3/31/20

BY ELECTRONIC MAIL
Melanie A. Bachman
Executive Director
Connecticut Siting Council
10 Franklin Square

New Britain, CT 06051

Re: New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (“AT&T”)
Notice of Exempt Modification
Emergency Back-up Generator
269 East Flanders Road, East Lyme, CT 06333
Lat.: 41.36189190° Long.: -72.20909890°

Dear Ms. Bachman:

This letter and enclosures are respectfully submitted on behalf of New Cingular Wireless PCS,
LLC (“AT&T”). AT&T currently maintains its wireless telecommunications facility at 296
Flanders Road in the Town of East Lyme, Connecticut. The Connecticut Light & Power Company
(“CL&P”) is the owner of the underlying property and the tower owner. AT&T submits this letter
and enclosures to the Connecticut Siting Council (“Council”) to notify the Council of AT&T’s intent
to perform modifications to the existing facility that do not have substantial adverse
environmental effects and thus do not require a certificate pursuant to Section 16-50k of the
Connecticut General Statutes.

AT&T intends to install one (1) new Generac 30kW Diesel Generator within the existing grade-
level fenced equipment compound as demonstrated on the plans enclosed as Attachment 1.
AT&T’s existing facility supports its FirstNet program which provides first responders with
priority access to AT&T’s network to ensure adequate communication capabilities in the event of
emergency. AT&T’s proposed generator will ensure that critical communication capability for first
responders and the public are not lost in the event of a loss of power.

AT&T’s proposed generator will also advance the State’s goal of natural disaster and emergency
preparedness. As discussed in the Council’s Docket 432 Findings and Report and Docket 440
proceedings and Findings of Fact (Nos. 76- 77), in response to two significant storm events in
2011, the State formed a Two Storm Panel (the “Panel”) that evaluated Connecticut’s approach to
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planning and mitigation of impacts associated with emergencies and natural disasters. The Panel
found that “wireless telecommunications service providers were not prepared to serve residential
and business customers during a power outage” because certain companies had limited backup
generator capacity.! The Panel also noted that “[t]he failure of a large portion of Connecticut’s
telecommunications system during the two storms is a life safety issue.” The Panel recommended
that State regulatory bodies review “telecommunications services currently in place to verify that
the vendors have sufficient generator and backhaul capacity to meet the emergency needs of
consumers and businesses” and that the “Connecticut Siting Council should require continuity of
service plans for any cellular tower to be erected.” The planned modifications will ensure
continuity of services by reinforcing AT&T’s back-up power and backhaul capacity to meet the
emergency needs of first responders, consumers and businesses in the event of a power outage.

The planned modifications to the facility fall squarely within the activities explicitly provided for
in R.C.S.A. § 16-50j-72(b)(2) as the planned modifications:

- Will not result in an increase in the height of the existing structure;

- Will not require the extension of the site boundary;

- Will not increase noise levels at the facility by more than six decibels or more, or to
levels that exceed state or local criteria since emergency backup generators are exempt
from noise regulations as “noise created as a result of, or relating to, an emergency”;3

- Will not increase radio frequency emission at the facility to a level at or above the
Federal Communications Commission safety standards;

- Will not cause a change or alteration in the physical or environmental characteristics
of the site; and

- Will not impair the structural integrity of the facility.

AT&T’s existing wireless facility on this CL&P transmission tower was approved by the Siting
Council in Petition No. 530 on November 28, 2001 as illustrated in the petition staff report
enclosed as Attachment 2. This modification complies with the conditions of the aforementioned
approval. A copy of AT&T’s most recent Exempt Modification approval for upgrades to its wireless
facility is also included in Attachment 2.

The proposed modifications will have no impact on the existing tower structure itself or the radio-
frequency emissions as the proposed modifications only consist of the addition of one new
generator within the grade-level fenced equipment compound. Thus, AT&T respectfully requests
a waiver from submission of information relating to the existing tower structure or the radio-
frequency emissions.

Please accept this letter as notification pursuant to R.C.S.A. § 16-50j-73 for construction that
constitutes an exempt modification pursuant to R.C.S.A. § 16-50j-73. In accordance with R.C.S.A.

1 See Council Administrative Notice Item No. 39
2 See Council Administrative Notice Item No. 39.
3R.C.S.A. § 22a-69-1.8.
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§ 16-50j-73, a copy of this letter and enclosure are being sent by email to the Town First Selectman
Mark C. Nickerson and the Planning & Zoning Department as well as by first class mail to the
property owner and structure owner identified above. Certificate of mailing is enclosed as
Attachment 3.

For the foregoing reasons, AT&T respectfully submits that the proposed modification to the above
referenced wireless telecommunications facility constitutes an exempt modification under
R.C.S.A. § 16-50j-72(b)(2).

Very truly yours,

/“)L% Col it L/C‘-/“"( ¢ L‘L

Lucia Chiocchio
Attachments

cc: First Selectman Mark C. Nickerson, Town of East Lyme
Gary A. Goeschel, Director of Planning
CL&P, Property Owner and Tower Owner
AT&T
General Dynamics Information Technology
Daniel Patrick, Esq. & Julie Durkin, Cuddy & Feder, LLP
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ATTACHMENT 1
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FLANDERS RD

Location FLANDERS RD Mblu 31.3/21///
Acct# 001395 Owner CONN LIGHT & POWER CO
Assessment $19,390 Appraisal $27,700
PID 5478 Building Count 1
Current Value
Appraisal

Valuation Year Improvements Land Total

2016 $900 $26,800 $27,700
Assessment

Valuation Year Improvements Land Total

2016 $630 $18,760 $19,390

Owner of Record

Owner
Co-Owner

Address PO BOX 270

CONN LIGHT & POWER CO

HARTFORD, CT 04141

Ownership History

Sale Price $0
Certificate

Book & Page 024/ 481

Sale Date

05/17/1924

Ownership History

No Data for Ownership History

Building Information

Building 1 : Section 1

Year Built:

Living Area:
Replacement Cost:
Building Percent Good:

Replacement Cost
Less Depreciation:

$0

$0

Building Attributes




Field Description Building Photo

Style Outbuildings

Model

Grade:

Stories:

Occupancy

Exterior Wall 1

Exterior Wall 2

Roof Structure:

Roof Cover

Interior Wall 1

: (http://images.vgsi.com/photos2/EastLymeCTPhotos/\01\01\09/48.JPG)
Interior Wall 2

Building Layout

Interior Fir 1
Interior Flr 2 QBu”d"']g Layout

i H 3
Heat Fuel (http://images.vgsi.com/photos2/EastLymeCTPhotos//Sketches/5478_556¢
Heat Type: Building Sub-Areas (sq ft) Legend
AC Type:

No Data for Building Sub-Areas

Total Bedrooms:

Total Bthrms:

Total Half Baths:

Total Xtra Fixtrs:

Total Rooms:

Bath Style:

Kitchen Style:

Extra Features

Extra Features Legend

No Data for Extra Features

Land
Land Use Land Line Valuation
Use Code 4230 Size (Acres) 0.06
Description ELEC ROW Frontage 0
Zone CA Depth 0
Neighborhood 0030 Assessed Value $18,760
Alt Land Appr No Appraised Value $26,800
Category

Outbuildings




Outbuildings Legend
Code Description Sub Code Sub Description Size Value Bldg #
SHD3 METAL 144 SF. $0 1
FN4 FENCE-8' CHAIN 48 L.F. $900 1
Valuation History
Appraisal

Valuation Year Improvements Land Total
2019 $900 $26,800 $27,700
2018 $900 $26,800 $27,700
2017 $900 $26,800 $27,700

Assessment

Valuation Year Improvements Land Total
2019 $630 $18,760 $19,390
2018 $630 $18,760 $19,390
2017 $630 $18,760 $19,390

(c) 2020 Vision Government Solutions, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Petition No. 530
AT&T Wireless PCS, LLC
East Lyme, Connecticut
Staff Report
November 28, 2001

On November 5, 2001, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Gerald J. Heffernan and Christina
Lepage and Robert Mercier of the Council staff met with AT&T Wireless PCS, Inc. (AT&T)
representatives Peter Carbone and Karen Couture on Flanders Road, East Lyme, Connecticut for
inspection of an electric transmission structure. The property and structure is owned by Connecticut Light
and Power Co. (CL&P). AT&T with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the structure by
installing antennas and associated equipment for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council
for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate)
is required for the modification.

AT&T proposes the installation of six panel antennas on a pipe extension. The antennas would extend
approximately 10-feet above the existing 98-foot transmission line monopole structure (# 6077). The
height at the top of the antennas would be about 109-feet above ground level (AGL), with a centerline of
108-feet AGL.

Equipment cabinets will be located on a 12-foot by 20-foot concrete pad within a 16-foot by 33-foot
compound with an 8-foot high stockade fence with 1-foot of barbed wire near to the base of the tower.
Placement of the proposed equipment compound would be within a vegetated area adjacent to a cleared
area. The proposed compound would require the removal of some vegetation. AT&T investigated the
possible use of the cleared area as a location of the equipment compound and have determined that they
can not use the cleared area because it is owned by the Department of Transportation (DOT). The DOT
has refused AT&T request for a lease or easement over their land in similar proposals. An underground
conduit from an existing utility pole will provide power and telephone service to the site. A gravel access
drive will be constructed for direct access to the site.

The zoning designation of this site is Commercial (CA). AT&T identified that the surrounding landscape
is comprised of transmission towers, high voltage lines, right-of-way, the railroad station, Interstate 95
and commercial uses. The nearest residence is 350 feet to the north.

The worst-case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be
2.77% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.

AT&T contends that the proposed modification of the structure would not cause a substantial adverse

environmental impact and would prevent the construction of a new tower in the area. AT&T also states
that the proposed facility would not be out of scale with the existing surrounding landscape.

L: siting\petition\5304sr1 10701.doc



STATE OF CONNECTICUT

CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL
Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT 06051
Phone: (860) 827-2935 Fax: (860) 827-2950
E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov
www.ct.gov/csc

December 30, 2019

Greg Milano

SAI Group. LLC
12 Industrial Way
Salem. NH 03079

RE: EM-CING-045-191206 — New Cingular Wireless PCS. LLC (AT&T) notice of intent to modify
an existing telecommunications facility located at Flanders Road. East Lyme. Connecticut.

Dear Mr.-Milano:
The Connecticut Siting Council (Council) hereby acknowledges vour notice to modify this existing
telecommunications facility. pursuant to Section 16-50j-73 of the Regulations of Connecticut State

Agencies with the following conditions:

I.  Any deviation from the proposed modification as specified in this notice and supporting materials
with the Council shall render this acknowledgement invalid;

%]

Any material changes to this modification as proposed shall require the filing of a new notice
with the Council:

Within 45 days after completion of construction. the Council shall be notified in writing that
construction has been completed:

fad

4. Any nonfunctioning antenna and associated antenna mounting equipment on this facility owned
and operated by AT&T shall be removed within 60 days of the date the antenna ceased to
function:

5. The validity of this action shall expire one vear from the date of this letter: and

6. The applicant may file a request for an extension of time beyvond the one vear deadline provided
that such request is submitted to the Council not less than 60 days prior to the expiration.

The proposed modifications including the placement of all necessary equipment and shelters within the
tower compound are to be implemented as specified here and in vour notice dated December 2. 2019.
The modifications are in compliance with the exception criteria in Section 16-50j-72 (b) of the
Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies as changes to an existing facility site that would not increase
tower height. extend the boundaries of the tower site by any dimension. increase noise levels at the tower
site boundary by six decibels or more. and increase the total radio frequencies electromagnetic radiation
power density measured at the tower site boundary to or above the standards adopted by the Federal
Communications Commission pursuant to Section 704 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and by the
state Department of Energy and Environmental Protection pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §
22a-162. This facility has also been carefully modeled to ensure that radio frequency emissions are
conservatively below state and federal standards applicable to the frequencies now used on this tower.

A%

CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL
Affirmative Action / Equal Opportunity Employer



EM-CING-045-191206
December 30,2019
Page 2

This decision is under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Council. Please be advised that the validity of this
action shall expire one year from the date of this letter. Any additional change to this facility will require
explicit notice to this agency pursuant to Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies Section 16-30j-73.
Such notice shall include all relevant information regarding the proposed change with cumulative worst-
case modeling of radio frequency exposure at the closest point of uncontrolled access to the tower base.
consistent with Federal Communications Commission. Office of Engineering and Technology. Bulletin
65. Thank you for your attention and cooperation.

Sincerely.

Mol

Melanie A. Bachman
Executive Director

MAB/IN/emr
¢: The Honorable Mark C. Nickerson, First Selectman. Town of East Lyme

Gary Goeschel I1. Director of Planning, Town of East Lyme
Eversource Energy. Tower and Property Owner
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CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that on the 31st day of March 2020, a copy of AT&T’s Exempt Modification
Request to the Connecticut Siting Council was sent by electronic mail to the chief elected official
and the planning and zoning department of the municipality in which the facility is located as well
as by first class mail to the property owner and tower/facility owner.

v ~ Ng 7
_".'71'\“(,; AL 'iL"J (S 2
Dated: March 31, 2020
Cuddy & Feder LLP

445 Hamilton Ave, 14t Floor

White Plains, NY 10601

Attorneys for:

New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (AT&T)

4421317.v1



