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July 5, 2012 

 

Ms. Amanda Mayhew 

Northeast Utilities Service Company 

107 Selden Street 

Berlin, CT 06037 

  

    Subject:  Preliminary Archaeological Assessment of the Proposed Stamford Cable Reliability Project, 

Stamford, Connecticut 

 

Dear Ms. Mayhew: 

 

The State Historic Preservation Office has reviewed the preliminary archaeological assessment for the referenced 

project prepared by Heritage Consultants, LLC and the supplemental information provided to our office 

addressing alternative alignments for the proposed underground electrical transmission cables. Heritage 

conducted background research, including a review of environmental characteristics and historical mapping of 

the proposed routes for the new electrical utilities to assess the potential for the project to affect significant 

archaeological resources. No field investigations were conducted during this assessment. Based on the extensive 

alterations to the landscapes within the Area of Potential Effects, it is Heritage’s professional opinion that intact 

soil deposits are unlikely to be present. This assessment is based on the continuing redevelopment of the area 

surrounding the Interstate Route 95 corridor and the intensity of construction within the project limits. Heritage 

recommends no additional archaeological investigations based on the remote potential for intact soils to be 

present. SHPO notes that the new underground cable will be installed beneath existing roadways that have 

already been affected by the installation of gas, electrical, fiber optic, sewer, and water utilities, as well as road 

construction and realignments. We concur with Heritage that there is a low potential for intact and significant 

archaeological resources to be extant within the Area of Potential Effects, including the new alternatives now 

being considered by Northeast Utilities. Based on the information provided to our office, SHPO believes that no 

additional archaeological investigations of this project are warranted.   

 

The State Historic Preservation Office appreciates the opportunity to review and comment upon this project. For 

further information, please me at (860) 256-2761 or daniel.forrest@ct.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Daniel T. Forrest 

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
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June 29, 2012 
 
Ms. Amanda Mayhew 
Northeast Utilities Service Company 
107 Selden Street 
Berlin, CT  06037 
 
RE: Addendum to a Preliminary Archeological Assessment of the proposed Stamford Cable 

Reliability Project in Stamford, Connecticut 
 
Ms. Mayhew: 
 
Heritage Consultants, LLC, is pleased to have this opportunity to provide Northeast Utilities with the 
following addendum to the previously submitted preliminary archeological assessment of the proposed 
Stamford Cable Reliability Project in Stamford, Connecticut (Figure 1). The original review of this 
project was submitted to Northeast Utilities on May 2, 2012. Since that time, project plans have changed 
such that portions of the previously proposed corridor have been abandoned and new alternate routes are 
being considered (Figure 2). Specifically, an alternate route is proposed along the northern side of I-95 
and continuing along Lafayette Street and Clovelly Roads. Heritage Consultants, LLC has reviewed the 
currently proposed corridors based upon the previously completed historic, cartographic, and previous 
investigation efforts. These images reveal that the previous interpretations of the proposed project area 
still hold true, namely, that given the substantial amount of development within the proposed corridors, it 
is unlikely that intact soil deposits remain. A review of environmental characteristics, historic maps, and 
previously recorded cultural resources was used to assess the potential for the proposed project corridor to 
contain intact subsurface deposits. A review of existing utility corridors also was completed and showed 
that existing gas, fiber optic, telephone, water, sewer, electric, and drainage underground facilities already 
exist within the proposed corridors. Therefore, it is the professional opinion of Heritage Consultants, LLC 
that further archeological investigations of the currently proposed Stamford Cable Reliability Project in 
Stamford, Connecticut are not warranted.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this Technical Memorandum, or if we may be of additional assistance 
with this or any other projects you may have, please do not hesitate to call us at 860-667-3001 or email us 
info@heritage-consultants.com. We are at your service. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Catherine M. Labadia, M.A. 
President & Principal Investigator 

INTEGRATED HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLANNING 



 

Figure 1.  Currently proposed construction plans depicting the preferred and alternate routes associated with the proposed Stamford Cable 
Reliability Project in Stamford, Connecticut. 
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Figure 2.  Excerpt from a recent USGS 7.5' series topographic map depicting the approximate location of previously proposed and 
additional currently proposed project corridors in Stamford, Connecticut. 





 
877 Main Street • Newington, Connecticut 06111 

Phone (860) 667-3001 • Fax (860) 667-3008 
Email: info@heritage-consultants.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 2, 2012 
 
Ms. Amanda Mayhew 
Northeast Utilities Service Company 
107 Selden Street 
Berlin, CT  06037 
 
RE: Preliminary Archeological Assessment of the proposed Stamford Cable Reliability Project 

in Stamford, Connecticut 
 
Ms. Mayhew: 
 
Heritage Consultants, LLC, is pleased to have this opportunity to provide Northeast Utilities, with the 
following preliminary archeological assessment of the proposed Stamford Cable Reliability Project in 
Stamford, Connecticut (Figures 1 and 2). The current project entailed completion of an existing 
conditions cultural resources summary based on the examination of GIS data obtained from the 
Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office, as well as historic maps, aerial photographs, and 
topographic quadrangles maintained by Heritage Consultants, LLC. This investigation did not consider 
the effects of the proposed construction upon built resources, and it is based upon project location 
information provided to Heritage Consultants, LLC by Northeast Utilities. The objectives of this study 
were: 1) to gather and present data regarding previously identified cultural resources situated within the 
vicinity of the Areas of Potential Effect; 2) to investigate the proposed project corridors in terms of its 
natural and historical characteristics; and 3) to evaluate the need for completing additional cultural 
resources investigations. At this time, no field investigation of the corridor has been conducted. 
 
A review of previously recorded cultural resources on file with the Connecticut State Historic 
Preservation Office revealed that no previously recorded archeological sites are situated within 402 m 
(0.25 mi) of the project corridor. However, numerous inventoried historic structures and several 
properties listed on the National Register of Historic Places are situated immediately adjacent to the 
proposed project corridors (Figures 3 and 4).  
 
The city of Stamford was well-established port city by the end of the eighteenth century and was already a 
New York City suburb by the late nineteenth century. Even by this early date, New York City workers 
were not only building vacation homes in Stamford, but also establishing permanent residences from 
which they would commute to work. Historic maps of the project region depict a well-established 
transportation network and numerous buildings. However, the immediate vicinity of the proposed project 
area mostly contained swamp and the beginning of expanding residential development and associated 
civic buildings (Figures 5 through 8). A series of aerial photographs from the early twentieth century until 
recently demonstrates the dynamic nature of the city (Figures 9 through 13). Figure 9, an aerial 
photograph from 1934 depicts the urban residential and industrial nature of the project area. At this time, 
the landscape was already densely populated with buildings and infrastructure. However, by the mid-
nineteenth century many of the residential blocks of buildings were being replaced by larger industrial or 
residential high-rise structures. This trend continued into the twenty-first century, and is particularly 
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evident along the northern edge of the project corridor. Finally, a graphic depicting the building footprints 
for historic and modern structures is presented in Figure 14 to further demonstrate the evolving nature of 
this part of Stamford.  
 
Environmental characteristics frequently are used to predict the location of archeological sites. Typically 
distance to water, slope, and soil types are included as part of these predictive models. Favorable 
conditions are characterized by gently sloping, well-drained soils in close proximity to fresh water. While 
much of the extant corridor is comprised of these favorable conditions, large portions of it have also been 
substantially impacted by modern development. The project corridors are situated within soil series 
designated as either Udorthents or Urban Land. While Udorthents are characterized by soils that have 
been substantially disturbed through cutting and filling activities, Urban Land is described as a land 
surface where at least 85% of it is covered by streets, parking lots, buildings and other impervious 
surfaces. Generally, the original soils within these series have been so significantly altered through 
excavating or filling that no other soil designation is possible.   
 
A review of environmental characteristics, historic maps, and previously recorded cultural resources was 
used to assess the potential for the proposed project corridor to contain intact subsurface deposits. A 
review of existing utility corridors also was completed and showed that existing gas, fiber optic, 
telephone, water, sewer, electric, and drainage underground facilities already exist within the proposed 
corridors (Figure 15). Given the substantial amount of development within the proposed corridors, it is 
unlikely that intact soil deposits remain. Therefore, it is the professional opinion of Heritage Consultants, 
LLC that further archeological investigations of the proposed Stamford Cable Reliability Project in 
Stamford, Connecticut is not warranted.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this Technical Memorandum, or if we may be of additional assistance 
with this or any other projects you may have, please do not hesitate to call us at 860-667-3001 or email us 
info@heritage-consultants.com. We are at your service. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Catherine M. Labadia, M.A. 
President & Principal Investigator 



 

Figure 1.  Excerpt from a recent aerial photograph depicting the preferred and alternate routes associated with the proposed Stamford Cable 
Reliability Project in Stamford, Connecticut. 



Figure 2.  Excerpt from a recent USGS 7.5' series topographic map depicting the approximate location of proposed underground utility 
corridors in Stamford, Connecticut. 
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Figure 3. Map of structures previously recorded in the Stamford Historic Resources Inventory (HRI) situated in the vicinity of the proposed 
Stamford Cable Reliability Project in Stamford, Connecticut. 
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Figure 4. Map of properties listed on the National Register of Historic Places situated in the vicinity of the proposed Stamford Cable 
Reliability Project in Stamford, Connecticut. 



 

Figure 5. Excerpt from an historic 1851 map depicting a portion of the proposed 
Stamford Cable Reliability Project in Stamford, Connecticut. 
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Figure 6. Excerpt from an historic 1856 map depicting a portion of the proposed Stamford Cable Reliability Project in Stamford, 
Connecticut. 



Figure 7. Excerpt from an 1879 Sanborn map depicting the approximate location of a portion of the proposed Stamford Cable Reliability 
Project in Stamford, Connecticut. 



Figure 8. Excerpt from an 1879 Sanborn map depicting the approximate location of a portion of the proposed Stamford Cable Reliability 
Project in Stamford, Connecticut. 



 
 
 
 

Figure 9. Excerpt from a 1934 aerial photograph depicting the approximate location of the proposed Stamford Cable Reliability Project in 
Stamford, Connecticut. 



Figure 10. Excerpt from a 1951 aerial photograph depicting the approximate location of the proposed Stamford Cable Reliability Project in 
Stamford, Connecticut. 



Figure 11. Excerpt from a 1965 aerial photograph depicting the approximate location of the proposed Stamford Cable Reliability Project in 
Stamford, Connecticut. 



 

Figure 12. Excerpt from a 2005 aerial photograph depicting the approximate location of the proposed Stamford Cable Reliability Project in 
Stamford, Connecticut. 



 
 

Figure 13. Excerpt from a 2008 aerial photograph depicting the approximate location of the proposed Stamford Cable Reliability Project in 
Stamford, Connecticut. 
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Figure 14. Composite map depicting the building footprints of historic buildings in black and modern buildings in red within the vicinity of 
the proposed Stamford Cable Reliability Project in Stamford, Connecticut. 



 

Figure 15. Sample of mapped existing mapped utilities situated within the project corridor associated with the proposed Stamford Cable 
Reliability Project in Stamford, Connecticut. 
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Energy and Environmental Protection 



 

79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT 06106-5127 
www.ct.gov/deep 

Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

Connecticut Department of 

ENERGY & 

ENVIRONMENTAL  

P R O T E C T I O N  

March 19, 2012 

 

 

Amanda Mayhew 

The Connecticut Light And Power Company  

107 Selden St 

Berlin, CT 06037  

amanda.mayhew@nu.com 

 

Project:  Stamford Underground Reliability Project, New underground transmission line from South End 

Substation to Glenbrook Substation, Stamford 

Request No.: 201201589 

 

Dear Amanda Mayhew,  

 

I have reviewed Natural Diversity Data Base maps and files regarding the area delineated on the map you 

provided for the proposed Stamford Underground Reliability Project, Stamford, Connecticut.  I have 

determined that the proposed activities will not impact any extant populations of Federal or State 

Endangered, Threatened or Special Concern Species that occur in the vicinity of this property.  

 

Natural Diversity Data Base information includes all information regarding critical biological resources 

available to us at the time of the request.  This information is a compilation of data collected over the 

years by the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection’s Natural History Survey and 

cooperating units of DEEP, private conservation groups and the scientific community.  This information 

is not necessarily the result of comprehensive or site-specific field investigations.  Consultations with the 

Data Base should not be substitutes for on-site surveys required for environmental assessments.  Current 

research projects and new contributors continue to identify additional populations of species and locations 

of habitats of concern, as well as, enhance existing data.  Such new information is incorporated into the 

Data Base as it becomes available. 

 

Please contact me if you have further questions at (860) 424-3592, or dawn.mckay@ct.gov .  Thank you 

for consulting the Natural Diversity Data Base.  Also be advised that this is a preliminary review and not 

a final determination.  A more detailed review may be conducted as part of any subsequent environmental 

permit applications submitted to DEEP for the proposed site. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Dawn M. McKay 

Environmental Analyst 3 

mailto:dawn.mckay@ct.gov
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United States Fish and Wildlife Service 








