




STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL  

Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT  06051 

Phone: (860) 827-2935  Fax: (860) 827-2950 

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov 

Web Site: www.ct.gov/csc 

Docket No. 253 
151 Young Street, East Hampton 

Crown Castle Request to Reopen and Modify the Decision and Order 
Staff Report 

February 14, 2019 

Introduction 

On October 29, 2003 the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) issued a Certificate of Environmental 
Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) to AT&T Wireless PCS, LLC for the construction, maintenance 
and operation of a telecommunications facility at 151 Young Street, East Hampton, Connecticut.  On 
September 28, 2005, the Council approved the transfer of the Certificate from AT&T Wireless PCS, LLC to 
New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (AT&T) who is the current Certificate Holder.    

The Council’s Docket 253 Decision and Order (D&O), Condition 3, specified that “panel antennas shall be 
installed on the monopole using a flush mount or T-arm mount design”.   

On January 14, 2019, Crown Castle (Crown), the manager of the facility for AT&T, submitted a Request to 
Reopen and Modify the D&O Condition 3 to allow for other types of antenna mounts to be used at this 
facility, thereby increasing opportunities for tower sharing from entities that cannot utilize flush mount or T-
arm mounts with current or future antenna designs and to promote safety of tower maintenance personnel.      

Background Site Information 

Development and Management Plan 

On March 4, 2004, the Council approved a Development and Management (D&M) Plan for this facility that 
included a 120-foot monopole, expandable to 150 feet, and an AT&T installation consisting of three flush 
mounted panel antennas at a centerline height of 120 feet above ground level.  AT&T subsequently did not 
proceed with construction.  

AT&T submitted a revised D&M Plan for this facility on August 26, 2005 that included a 120-foot monopole 
and the installation of six panel antennas on T-arm mounts at the 120-foot level of the tower.  On September 
28, 2005, the Council approved the D&M Plan.  AT&T proceeded with construction and the site was 
operational by late March 2006.  

Petition No. 956 – Tower Extension 

On July 1, 2010, Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless (Cellco) submitted a petition for a declaratory 
ruling to the Council for a 20-foot extension of the monopole to accommodate 12 panel antennas on T-arm 
mounts at a centerline height of 140 feet above ground level. The Council approved the petition on August 
10, 2010 and the tower was expanded to 140 feet in height.   
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T-Mobile Tower Share Requests 

On March 9, 2018, Crown, on behalf of T-Mobile Northeast LLC (T-Mobile), submitted a tower share 
request to locate at the 130-foot level of the facility.  T-Mobile’s tower share request included 12 panel 
antennas, a microwave dish and associated equipment installed on a round antenna platform.  On June 8, 
2018, the Council denied the request due to insufficient data regarding the structural capacity of the tower 
and the lack of response for the requested information.   

On November 5, 2018, Crown, on behalf of T-Mobile, submitted a tower share request to install nine 
antennas and six remote radio heads on a low-profile antenna platform at a tower centerline height of 130 
feet above ground level.   

On December 3, 2018, the Council submitted correspondence to Crown stating the filing is incomplete as it 
does not conform to the Council’s D&O Condition 3 for this facility that limited panel antennas to a flush 
mount or T-arm mount design.  

Request to Reopen and Modify 

In response to the Council’s December 3, 2018 tower share request incomplete letter, Crown’s January 14, 
2019 Request to Reopen and Modify the D&O seeks to allow the use of low-profile platform antenna 
mounts and other antenna mounting designs to promote tower sharing, enhance existing wireless service and 
promote worker safety, as detailed below:     

 Restricting antenna installations to T-arm or flush mounts has the potential to deter wireless carriers

and other entities that do not use this type of antenna mounting equipment from co-locating on the

facility;

 Since the time of the Council’s approval in 2003, there have been many technological advancements

and changes to wireless technology and services.  Panel antennas are larger and heavier and are

usually deployed with associated remote radio heads, tower-mounted amplifiers, and other tower-

mounted equipment.  Due to the increase in the structural mass of antenna deployments, different

mounting designs may be necessary to adequately support antenna structural loading;

 The use of a low-profile antenna platform increases worker safety and reduces overall work time for

a cell site technician to perform work at an antenna installation by providing a safe, level workspace

at the antenna array.  T-arm antenna deployments require the use of cranes or a mechanical lift to

provide safe access to the arrays, thereby increasing project time and cost for antenna

maintenance/deployments; and

 The visual effect of a T-arm antenna deployment compared to a low-profile antenna deployment is

negligible.  Although there are walkways and handrails associated with a low-profile antenna mount,

these components are mounted behind the visual mass of the antennas and would not be overly

discernible except when viewed from areas near and below the tower.  For this site, the tower

compound is approximately 200 feet south of the nearest property line.  Additionally, based on a

recent field evaluation of tower visibility, the existing 140-foot tower is not highly visible beyond the

property boundaries.

On January 11, 2019, Crown notified the Town of East Hampton and abutting property owners of the 
Request to Reopen and Modify the D&O.   

On January 14, 2019, the Council notified Parties and Intervenors and the Town of East Hampton of the 
Request to Reopen and Modify the D&O and requested that any submission of comments or statements with 
respect to whether the Request to Reopen and Modify the D&O should be granted or denied including any 
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request for a hearing be submitted to the Council by close of business on February 15, 2019.  As of February 
8, 2019, no comments were received.   
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