PROPOSAL FOR SCENIC ROAD DESIGNATION, ROUTE 202, WASHINGTON, CONNECTICUT
Prepared by the Town of Washington Conservation Commission
August 6, 2008

Statement of the Highway Segments or Areas to be Included

Scenic designation is requested for the approximately 4.9-mile segment of Route 202
between its junction with Mount Tom Pond Passway (to the east of the Washington/Litchfield
town line) and the junction with the southern portion of Christian Street in New Preston
center.

Description of Natural and Cultural Resources and Features of Scenic Interest

As detailed in “Addendum A,” which includes maps from the U.S Forest Service, the
Litchfield Hills Greenprint, the Town of Washington’s Natural Resource Inventory Report
and Recommendations and Plan of Conservation and Development, the highway segment
proposed for scenic designation abuts and affords scenic views of multiple, overlapping
natural and cultural scenic resources, which individually and collectively comprise a
significant public viewshed of exceptional quality and regional importance,

* Mount Tom Pond, a scenic 56-acre lake that is immediately adjacent to, and entircly
within view of, of Route 202,

*  Mount Tom State Park.” u.;é! of the oldest parks in the Connecticut public park
system, which is comprised of approximately 232 acres which substantially
comprise Mount Tom itself, which sits 1,350 feet above sea level and forms the
visual backdrop for Mount Tom Pond, as viewed from Route 202,

* Shepaug River Valley viewshed, which extends southwest from Route 202, just west
of Mount Tom, and affords long views of the river valley and distant ridgelines.

* The Macricostas Preserve and abutting preserved lands, which form a 368-acre tract
of public open space, which encompasses and protects significant portions of the
scenic viewshed along the northern portion of the proposed scenic road segment.

* Numerous parcels of active farmland, including extensive areas designated as prime
farmland soils and soils of statewide significance, which directly abut Route 202 and
provide a pastoral foreground to the scenic ridgelines located north and south of the
highway.

* The Waramaug Rock ridgeline, which is substantially protected by permanent
conservation easements and forms the southern boundary of the Connecticut portion
of the federally-recognized Highlands Region.

*  Meeker Swamp and numerous tributary watercourses

* A relatively large unnamed, road-front pond, which abuts Route 202 and serves as



scenic foreground for views of the Lake Waramaug Pinnacle to the north
* Frontage along East Aspetuck River, a Class A/B River

* Views of New Preston Falls, a scenic waterfall formed by the East Aspetuck River in
New Preston center, which lies within view of Route 202 and is separated from the
roadway by preserved land that is available for public recreation

* Numerous unspoiled, well-preserved examples of 18", 19" and earthy 20™ century
residential and agricultural vernacular architecture

* Intersections with town roads that have scenic resources that have been documented
in the Washington Plan of Conservation and Development and/or protected through
municipal scenic road designation, including Romford Road, Couch Road, Whittles
Road, East Shore Road)

* A route that runs along a large, regionally significant stratified drift aquifer
Description of Existing Land-Use

The land abutting the segment of highway proposed for scenic designation falls principally
within the Town of Washington’s Farming and Residential District and contains a mix of
agricultural and open space uses, together with scattered low-density residential uses. A small
number of parcels abutting the proposed scenic road segment are situated within the spatially
compact New Preston and Woodville Business zoning districts, however all such parcels are
small—typically under 2 acres in size-—and are subject to strict zoning regulations, including
a provision that permits a maximum of 25 percent lot coverage, which effectively prohibit the
kind of suburban-style commercial development that might otherwise spoil the scenic
resources along Route 202,

Photographs of Outstanding and Representative Scenery

Please see “Addendum B” for a map of photo stations and the individual photographs
referenced thereon.

List of properties on the National or State Register of Historic Places

Please see “Addendum C,” which provides detailed information on historically significant
architectural resources along the proposed scenic road segment noted by the Connecticut
Historical Commission and presented in its publication, “Historical and Architectural
Resource Survey of Washington, Connecticut.” Photographs of these and other non-listed
historical architectural resources are included in “Addendum B.»

Additional Information

Please See Addendum D, which includes additional information about natural and scenic
resources found along the proposed scenic road segment, together with Addendum E, which
contains letters supporting the requested scenic designation.
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Pre-File Testimony
Susan Payne, Chairman, Conservation Commission of Town of Washington, Party to Docket 378

Personal Background of Susan Payne

L. Treside at 35 South Street, Washington, CT, where I have lived since 1966.
2. Thave been active in cultural resource preservation since the early 1970s:

a. I was the first chairperson (1976-1981) of the Town’s Historic District Commission,
established in 1976. ,

b. I was employed by the Institute of American Indian Studies (formerly named the American
Indian Archaeological Institute) from 1976-1991; I served as its Executive Director for a
number of years.

3. Thave been an active land preservationist in Washington and the region for almost twenty years:

a. Board member of Steep Rock Land Trust 1991-2007; chairperson of its Land Acquisition
Committee until 2007 and now serving as a committee member

b. Co-chairman of the Ad Hoc Conservation Committee (1995-2000) who produced the Town
of Washington’s Natural Resource Inventory Report and Recommendations (2000) and the
Town’s Open Space Plan (2003)

¢. A member of the Town of Washington’s Conservation Commission since its establishment in
2000 and chairperson since 2002

d. Board member of Weantinoge Heritage Land Trust since 2001; currently chairperson of its
Land Acquisition Committee

e. Active participant in the Litchfield Hills Greenprint Collaborative, a partnership of land trusts
and community leaders committed to strengthening local conservation efforts and protecting
more land of regional significance across Northwest Connecticut.

f.  Development Director of the Roxbury Land Trust since 2002 where I guided the highly
successful Save Our Farms Campaign that purchased 3 historic farms (800 acres) with
matching grants from the State’s Open Space Acquisition Fund.

4. The Conservation Commission (CC) has had a Cell Tower Committee since 2001.
a.. Since last fall CC has sought accurate technical information from SBA regarding the two
proposed cell tower sites on the historic Tanner Farm, which is contiguous to the Washington
town line on the town-designated scenic Rabbit Hill Road in a densely settled neighborhood.
b. Atits April 1, 2009 regularly scheduled monthly meeting, the CC unanimously adopted the
resolution to oppose Docket 387.

5. Resolution of the Conservation Commission of the Town of Washington to oppose the
Connecticut Siting Council application under Docket 378 on the grounds that the proposed facilities
will have severe adverse environmental, agricultural and scenic impacts on an extensive natural and
rural landscape of local, regional and State significance. Among the areas that will be impacted are:

a. The 470-acre Meeker Swamp/Macricostas Preserve Ecosystem

b. Migratory paths, stopovers and habitats of state listed species

c. Headwaters of Bee Brook and Shepaug River located on Rabhbit Hill, which flow into

Meeker Swamp and the Macricostas Preserve.

d. The Town of Washington's largest aquifer is located below these proposed facilities
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e. Critical habitat area as listed in the Town of Washington’s Natural Resource Inventory.

f. Site A is on 422a farmland on which the development rights have been sold and on which the
construction of this type of structure and related outbuildings has been deemed to be a
prohibited, commercial non-agricultural use by the Department of Agriculture.

h. Connecticut Office of Policy and Management Preservation Area of Conservation Priority 2.
1. Areas of Archaeological sensitivity researched by the Institute for American Indian Studies in
1686-1987.

6. Impact on the 370-acre Macricostas Preserve on RT 202 in Town of Washington: ,

a. In 1999 238 acres of Meeker Swamp were purchased in partnership with the Town
($500,000/taxpayers® dollars), the State’s Open Space Acquisition Fund ($500,000 matching
grant) +$500,000 in private donations. It was determined that Steep Rock Land Trust should
own the property because it had the staff and expertise to manage the property in conjunction
with its contiguous permanently protected holdings.

b. The 470-acre Macricostas Preserve that is highly visible on RT 202.

c. The conservation values of the Macricostas Preserve include

o Protecting the Town’s largest aquifer and wetlands which form the headwaters of Bee
Brook, a tributary of the Shepaug River
Protecting an extensive diversity of flora and fauna and state-listed species
Protecting a sweeping natural, wild and traditional New England landscape
Protecting a rural landscape with numerous historic houses and archaeological resources
Protecting the rural character of the area (which is the top priority in the Town’s 2003
Plan of Conservation and Development )
Protecting Waramaug’s Rock (elevation 1250 feet that provides 360 degree,
uninterrupted, natural viewscape over Lake Waramaug, Washington, Warren, Kent and
beyond)
o Providing some four miles of hiking trails open to the public
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7. Summary -~ Request Denial of Docket 378

Since the mandate of the Connecticut Siting Council is “balancing the need for adequate and reliable
public utility services at the lowest reasonable cost to consumers with the need to protect the
environment and ecology of the state and to minimize damage to scenic, historic, and recreational
values” and to act in the best interests of the citizens of the State, the Conservation Commission
maintains that either of the proposed sites will have a tremendous and far-reaching, negative impact on
a. the environment and the rural, scenic and historic character of the area, b. the active, historic
agricultural farmland, c. the grand and sweeping, scenic views from Macricostas Preserve on RT 202
(Pending application by the Conservation Commission with DOT for scenic road designation; DOT
will attend the June 3 meeting of the Commission), d. from Jack’s Corner and Rabbit Hill Roads in
Warren, e. and from the magnificent Waramaug’s Rock and the Pinnacle in Washington Depot to
mention only a few, and on property values.
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Although we know that the FCC and, hence, the CSC are not concerned with adverse health impacts,
there is an extensive body of scientific research that attests to the dangers of RF emissions. The
proposed sites are in a densely settled neighborhood and not far from the Washington Montessori
School on RT 202, to say nothing of the Tanner dairy farm. Therefore, on that basis alone, the Siting
Council should deny the applications on the basis of the need for precaution.

Last but not least, we are not convinced that either of these proposed towers would improve cell tower
service on RT 202 which is quite seamless at this time. In fact, the last tower site that was approved
(2007) on Mountain Road in Washington seemed unnecessary at the time it was proposed because the
chairman of the Siting Council was talking on his cell phone during the site visiz of the Council,
Therefore, we urge the Council to thoroughly investigate the claim that there is any gap in coverage on
this application.

In conclusion, the Conservation Commission of the Town of Washington respectfully requests that the
CT Siting Council deny Docket 378 and uphold its mandate 1o protect the environment and ecology of
the state and to minimize damage to scenic, historic, and recreational values since the Commission
believes there is adequate cell coverage along RT 202 with the existing 3 tower sites.

Signed,

M\@%

Susan Payne, Chairperson
Conservation Commission

L%



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I héreby certify that on this day, an original and fifteen copies of the foregoing Susan Payne
Pre-Filed Testimony on Docket 378 was served on the Connecticut Siting Council by first class mail,
and a copy of same was sent postage prepaid to:

Carrie L. Larson, Esq., Pullman & Comley, LLC
90 State House Square, Hartford, CT 06103-3702

Christopher B. Fisher, Esq., Cuddy & Feder LLP
445 Hamilton Avenue, 14th Floor, White Plains, NY 10601

Kenneth Baldwin, Esq., Robinson & Cole LLP
280 Trumbull Street, Hartford, CT 06103-3597

Hon. Mark E. Lyon, First Selectman, Bryan Memorial Town Hall
P.O. Box 383, Washington Depot, CT 06794

Hon. Jack Travers, First Selectman
Warren Town Hall, 7 Sackett Hill Road, Warren, CT 06754

Ray and Mary Ellen Furse, 26 Jack Corner Road
Warren, CT 06777

Gabriel North Seymour, Esq., Gabriel North Seymour P.C,
200 Route 126, Falls Village, CT 06031

Bruce Coleman, President, CROWW
P. O. Box 2426, New Preston, CT 06777

Hon. F. Philip Prelli, Commissioner, Department of Agriculture
165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106

Diane Dupuis, Chair, Cell Tower Committee
Conservation Commission, Bryan Town Hall
P. O. Box 383, Washington Depot, CT 06794-0383

Susan Payne Y

Date: May 14, 2009



IACRICOSTAS PRESERVE

STEEP ROCK ASSOCIATION

g he 368 acre Macricostas Preserve, commonly known as “Mecker Swamp” is composed of a rocky ridgeline above
farmiand and precious wetlands. While it fosters an unusual diversity of flora and fauna, its natural beauty is

perhaps its greatest asset to all who pass by. Just north of the junction of routes 47 and 202, this highly visible land
not only helps protect our rural character, but important natural resources as well, Chief among them are prime farmland,

one of the largest aquifers in Washington

and wetlands which form the
headwaters of Bee Brook, a tributary
of the Shepaug River.

This wonderful preserve
has been saved thanks to the
Connecticut DEPs Open
Space Grant Program, a
grant from the taxpayers
of the Town of
Washington, and private
funds raised by the Steep
Rock Assaciation. This effective coalition

of the State, Town, and non-profit land trust  ©=— SR
Agrienliurs] Fie
purchased a 238 acre parcel, contiguous to P

other protected holdings. The result
is the preservation of a large and visible portion
of the Town's wilderness for the enjoyment of all.
On July 14, 2001 this land was dedicated as the
Macricostas Preserve in recognition of Constantine
“Dino” Macricastas' vision of permancntly
protecting this land.

The Meeker Trail (Yellow Blazes) begins behind
the red house at 124 Christian Street, crosses Bee Brook, then follows an edge of the agricultural field to a boardwalk.
The boardwalk leads you through Mecker Swamp 1o the base of the loop trail. Both directions of the loop trail offer a
moderately strenuous climb to the ridge above. A section of the Meeker Trail leads to Waramaug’s Rock, the pinnacle
overlooking Lake Waramaug, Steep Rock holds a Public Access Easement on this private property, which allows the public
to share this magnificent view. In the fall of 2006, a viewing platform, funded by the Village Improvement Society, was
built at the edge of the open water of Meeker Swamp at the north end of the agricultural field.

Legend
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STEEP ROCK S o
ASSOCTIATION : Kacncosiag Preserve
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Private properly subjeet in o -
public acecss casement Seale: 1* = 900" approx 2/10 of a mile

For safe and respectful recreation, please follow
the rules printed on the other side of this map.
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Macrrcostas Preserve RULEs

The Macricostas Preserve offers wranquilisy and beauty for
people and varied habicats for wildlife. Please respect it as

& serting for passive recreation, reflection, and peace. Help
us protect the natural beauty and integriry of the reservation
by nox remaving or destroying plents or wildlife.

Please note: there are no sanitary facifities or waste barrels
ir che reservation.

The 55 acre agricultural field is leased to a lncal fazmer.
Piease stay on mowed perimeter traii.

* Motorized vehicles are prohibiced.

* No hunting

+ No aleohalic beverages

* No bikes

* Fires are not permited,

* No comping

* Do not licter. Please carry aut what you carry in.

* Dogs must be under owners control.

Winter Trail Rules
* Cross-Country Skiers: Please set tracks on onc sids
of the trail only.
* Hikers, Snowshoers and yonr dogs: Please respect ski
tracks by kecping to the other side of the trail.

View across Meoker Swamp
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How Do We Use

Your 36er Dollars?

by Natalie Dyer

The $36 you contribute to us to take the 36er
Challenge benefits you and Steep Rock. Hiking the
trails offers great exercise in a spectacular setting and
it gives us funds to use for trail maintenance.

Keeping more than 36 mites of trails in the three
preserves in good condition is a challenge in itself.
Steep Rock’s trail system consists of old town roads,
the railroad bed, logging roads and carriage paths.
There are old hiking, horseback riding and bicycle
trails built before Steep Rock was begun in 1925,
Maost of the trails are on steep slopes and are very
susceptible to erosion. The trails committee oversees
25 trail monitors who keep us informed of problems
on their assigned trails. We keep a list of the trails that
need attention and decide which ones are suitable
volunteer projects and which ones Clark Gifford our
Land Manager should tackle. A few years ago Steep
Rock bought a tractor a backhoe and other tools. Now
we can accomplish most of our trail maintenance with
our own staff and equipment,

In 2008 we used the 36er funds in several areas in
Hidden Valley and Steep Rock. In Hidden Valley we
instatled culverts to redirect water, placed gravel in
washed out areas and repaired the canoe launch in
the main parking area just south of the Shepaug. This
short section of the trail is heavily used, not just as a
launch for canoeists but also by other visitors to
Hidden Valley. it's a lovely spot to get close to (some-
times int} the river before or after a hike. Log steps
were installed in the erodede trail, then filled with
gravel.There’s no tonger any danger of tripping over
or damaging exposed roots when watking down to the
river. See the photo on page 2.

In Steep Rock we repaired trails near the Holiday
House by filling in ruts and washouts.

We're delighted to see so many people using the
trails in the preserves. Let's hope they sign up for the
Steep Rack challenge to keep themselves and the
trails in good condition.

Please Become a Member of
Steep Rock!

Spring 2009

We're halfway through our Annual Membership
Drive and we need your support! Did you know that
we receive no funding from the town or the state?
86% of our operating budget depends on your
financial support. We need your help now. Mail your
contribution to Steep Rock Association, PO Box 279,
Washington Depot, CT 06794.

Source of Funds

Contributions
86%

_ Easement Income

3%
. Product Sales
2%
Grants
9%
Use of Funds
Preserve Maintenance
{Stewardship}
46%
Pevelopment
15%
Easements
{Preservation)
Administration 1%
28%



Spring Fquals Goshawks
Here We Go Again!

The Goshawks (Accipiter gentilis) that live in
Hidden Valley and Steep Rock are year round residents,
but don’t become aggressive until spring.

These extraordinary birds deserve protection and our
respect. We're fortunate that our preserves provide the
habitat that is suited to their needs.

The birds begin their courtship and nestbuilding in
early April, earlier if the winter has been mild. The Hid-
den Valley Goshawks have nested in-the same general
area, on the top of the ridgeline along the west side
of the river, often called the Bee Brook area, for many
years.

For the last two years another pair has been nesting in
Steep Rock, along the upper portion of the yellow trail.

During their mating and subsequent nestbuilding, the
hawks may only circle high above your head. When
there are eggs in the nest they not only circle but call
out warnings. When the eggs have hatched and there
are fledglings in the nest, the birds, usually the female,
will swoop down on unsuspecting intruders (hikers!)
with every intention of attack, emitting a piercing call
the whole time. The birds will swoop repeatedly, back
and forth along the trail, until the intruder is driven
away from the area. We've dubbed this activity “dive
bombing”, and it’s a frightening experience.

Some say the birds will attack the highest part of the
intruder. i.e. your head. If you carry a stick raised above
your head, perhaps even put your hat on the stick, you
may have some added protection. Your best protection
from attack is to stay away from the posted area once
you see we've posted the entries.

Shepaug River Update

Project on Schedule
by Randy Bernard

Don Carver of the Waterbury Bureau of Water has
kindly provided the following update.

Shepaug Reservoir: The new gate valves have been
installed in the gate chamber and the programming for
them is under way. The stainless steel weir has been
installed at “Peter’'s Dam”. Final grouting of Peter's Dam
will take place this spring and USGS will be calibrating
the gauging station soon. The SCADA system screens
have been installed in the Water Treatment Plant.

Wigwam Reservoir: The new pipeline has been com-
pletely installed from the new pump station to the Treat-
ment Plant. All of the taps at the Treatment Plant have
been completed. Work on the new pump station has
continued throughout the winter with the large diameter
piping located inside the station completed. Work on
the concrete structure is currently under way,

The project is on schedule and hopefully the weather
will cooperate and it will be finished ahead of schedule.
We'll be celebrating the completion of the work and
water releases at this year’s Steep Rock Picnic. The date
is September 12, noon until 2 pm. Mark your calendars

and join us that day for good food and good fun.

36er Doflars at work. Canoe launch trail restoration.
Land Manager Clark Cifford and Waddy Davidson
prepare the ground hefore placing logs in position.



Announcing Member Hikes
Starting May 2

We are pleased to announce the start of Member
Hikes. On the first Saturday of each month, beginning
Saturday, May 2, join Steep Rock’s Land Manager clark
Gifford for a hike in one of the three preserves. ltis a
good chance to get outdoors and hike trails you may
not have been on before. If you are a member of Steep
Rock and are interested in taking part, send an email
to Clark at srlandmanager@gmail.com with “Member
Hikes” in the subject line and your name in the body
of the email. In the week prior to the hikes, Clark will
contact you with the meeting location and a
description of the hike.

Talt Community Service Day

Last fall, on October 20, five students and their
instructor helped us cut back the growth at the top of
the pinnacle in Hidden Valley. The students’ work was a
continuance of the project we began in 2004 when we
opened up the view to the south.

At that time we removed many small scrub oaks that
had grown up over the years. We also cut back some
invasive plants, mostly barberry, that were begininng to
take hold. Our objective is to create a more permanent
opening and to encourage expansion of the existing
patches of mountain laurel.

Steve Palmer, instructor, Sarah Perda, Fhony Easley, Jack Dowling,
Hi foe Kim and Max Kachur rest on the highest point of the Hidden
Valley finncale after 5 long hours of work.

Two New Connector Trails
in Steep Rock

4

Take the trail that heads north from the main Steep
Rock parking lot at the riding ring. It follows the river
upstream and it used to dead end at its northern most
point. The new section loops back higher on the ridge,
heading south, and joins the trail that leads back to the
parking area. [t is shown here next to the dashed line.

The new trail goes from the railroad bed, south of
the tunnel, downhill to the river. It connects to the trajl
along the river in the Clam Shell area.The trail is shown
on the Steep Rock map and is flagged on the ground.
Construction is underway and we hope to complete the
work by the time warm weather is here for good. it is
shown here next to the dashed line.
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Mark Your Calendars! Steep Rock Association

. . Teleph 860-868-9131 FAX 860-868-5034
PICHIC Satu I‘day, September 12 * 0mawww.steeproc!~<assoc.org

We're having our picnic and ek DR
celebrating our river!
Lo TRUSTEES
Look for your invitation in August. Ed White, President

Sheila M. Anson, Secretary
Peter Houldin, Treasurer

H John A Herrmann, Jr., Chairman of the Board
waSh Ington Horse ShOW Lars Andersson Mark Averill
Randy Bernard Manny Clark
September 1 9 and 20 William Coleman Jane A. Conn
Two days thlS year. Betsy Corrigan Natalie H. Dyer
R. Wiltiam Fairbairn Kirsten Feldman
Joe Gitterman Mary Anne Greene
Gustave M. Hauser Yolanda Joseph
Michael Lloyd Mark Lyon
Kirsten Peckerman Eugene Pinaver
John Potter John Quist
Ray Reich Andy Shapiro
Stephen G. Solley Peary Stafford, Jr.

Chick Treadway
HONCRARY TRUSTEES
Merreil E. Clark
Robert L. deCourcy
STAFF
Susan Branson, Executive Director/VISTA Editor
Clark P. Gifford, Land Manager
Mary Hawvermale, Administrative Assistant

www.steeprockassoc.org

Our website has been updated with many more
Hooded Merganser at Macricostas Preserve. photographs, articles, links to other environmental
Photograph by Peary Stafford n March. organizations and much more. You can find the trail
He saw four pair that day. maps there, too and past editions of newsletters.

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
Steep Rock Association PAID
PO Box 279 Permit #11
Washington Depot, CT 06794 Washington Depot
CT 06794

Postal Patron or Boxholder

VISTA is printed on recycled paper
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Stephen C. Reich Bridge Paid For!
Bridge Dedication Fund Raising Successful
On what began as a rainy foggy New Years Day, We are enormously thankful to the Reich family and
mare than 100 people came to the dedication of the ali the individuals who contributed so generously to this

Stephen C. Reich memorial bridge in Steep Rock’s Hid-  worthy cause.
den Valley Reservation. The rain stopped just before
the ceremony began. In what proved to be a moving
and bittersweet ceremony, Sheila Anson, Trustee and
Secretary of the Steep Rock Association, was the mas-
ter of ceremonies. Ray Reich spoke on behalf of the
entire Reich family.

The first bridge built on this spot was built with tim-
bers felled in the reservation by John Marsh and Mike
Alex and was replaced in 1985 by a wooden truss
bridge. In October 2005, that bridge was completely
washed away by heavy rains. Record rainfall amounts
fell, over two days, close to the levels recorded in the
1965 flood. The bridge was critical to the trail system in
Hidden Valiey, linking the two major areas of the
Reservation,

When the Reich family leamned the bridge was lost
and Steep Rock would undertake a fund raising effort
to replace it, they generously offered some of the funds
were contributed to the family in Stephen’s name.

The fiberglass bridge, more than 100 feet long was
built by O&G Industries and completed in late2006.

Ray Réich, speaking at the Stephen C. Reich Memorial Bridge

dedication on New Year's Day 2007. Steep Rock Trustee Sheila
Anson, on the right, was master of ceremonies.

Steep Rock President Mike Jackson, Chairman of the Board and Guests at the dedication of the Stephen C. Reich Memorial Bridga,
past president John Millington, and Honorary Trustee and past New Years Day, 2007.

presidant Bob deCourcy get a lift from Trusfee Jim Brinton. The fire

department provided the ATV {o transport foks fo the dedication of

the bridge.



Riders Revive ~ Macricostas Bird Walk
Washington Horse Show

Steep Rock Trustee Peary Stafford will lead a bird
walk at the Macricostas Preserve on Sunday April 28,
beginning at 8 a.m. Meet at the parking lot behind the
house at 124 Christian Street. Space is limited to
tweilve participants and registration is required. Please
call the Steep Rock office to reserve a spot. 860-868-
9131

A group of enthusiastic women who regularly ride
their horses in Steep Rock and Hidden Valley are
planning to hold a Washington Horse Show on
September 23, 2007. As in the past, the show will do-
nate its profits over and above the costs of running the
show to Steep Rock. The women, led by Margie Starr
and Sue Judge, both of Woodbury, see this as an op-
portunity to thank Steep Rock for the pieasure it brings
them.

The last Washington Horse Show was held in 2003,
and many people have asked if and when it could be
reestablished. The basic format of the show will remain
the same, namely to provide area riders, children and
adults, the opportunity to compete in a beautiful setting.

There will be a few additions to the show. A program
will be available with photographs and articles from
past horse shows. Businesses will have an opportunity
to purchase advertising space in the program, and
individuals may contribute by sponsoring classes in the
show. Lunch will be offered for a modest price and
served under a tent and there will be a raffle of items : )
donated by area merchants. Steep Rock will have a Red Bellied Woodpecker

display on the grounds, with maps and hats for sale.

For more information or to volunteer to help ith the Steep Rock Association
show call Susan at 203-266-0266, or Marguerite at Telephone 860-868-9131 FAX B60-868-5034
203-263-4714. www.steeprockassoc.org

FOUNDER
Ehrick K. Rossiter
TRUSTEES

Michael C. Jackson, President
Susan F. Payne, Vice President
Sheila M. Anson, Secretary
Peter Houldin, Treasurer
John A. Millington, Chairman of the Board

|ars Andersson Mark Averill
Robby Barnett David A. Behnke
Randy Berpard James L. Brinton
Manny Clark William Coleman
Jane A. Conn Betsy Corrigan
William A, Davidson Natalie H. Dyer
R. William Fairbairn Kirsten Feldman
Mary Anne Greene Gustave M. Hauser
Yolanda Joseph Henry Martin
Chapin Miller Wendell Minor
John Patter Richard Sears
Stephen G. Soliey Peary Stafford, Jr.
Ed White
Washington Horse Show Co-Chairs Susan Judge, left, on her horse HONORARY TRUSTEES
Bella and Marguerite Star, right, on her horse Angus. They both Merreil E. Clark
ride often in Steep Rock and occasionally, as in this photograph, Robert L. deCourcy
ride along the CT shoreline.
STAFF

Susan Branson, Executive Director/VISTA Editor
Clark P. Gifford, Land Manager
Mary Hawvermale, Administrative Assistant




Staff Changes at Steep Rock

Amanda Branson Accepts Position at
The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum

Administrative Assistant Amanda Branson left Steep
Rock recently to begin a new job as Museum Events
Coordinator at The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum
in Ridgefield.

Amanda first worked for Steep Rock as a summer
intern in 1997.

When she finished college in 2002 and returned to
the area to pursue her career as an artist, she came
back to work at Steep Rock part time, becoming our
Administrative Assistant. Amanda handled the Annual
Appeal, created our archive, organized the office and
the files, and was our staff photographer. She will be
greatly missed, but we wish her well in her new job.

Mary Hawvermale Assumes
Administrative Assistant Job

In mid February, Mary Hawvermale began as Steep
Rock’s new Administrative Assistant.

Mary has lived in Bethlehem since 1981, on the farm
her Grandparents bought in 1929. She has a Masters
Degree in Biology. Her thesis topic was identification of
Finback Whales in the Gulf of Maine.

Mary has had a varied career, working for a local
Veterinarian, as a licensed wildlife rehabilitator, running
her own businesses, and teaching and working at the
Washington Montessori School.

Mary is Vice President of the Bethlehem Land Trust.
She is a strong believer in protecting the rural character
of our area. Mary writes, ‘I have spent many hours
hiking and horse back riding through the Steep Rock
Reservations and I'm very happy to be working for such
a great organization.”

Monarch butterfly larva at the Macricostas Preserve,

Butterfly Garden

By Psary Stafford, Steep Rock Trustee

It's not very well known that the wet meadows and
fields at the Macricostas Preserve are prime habitat for -
a wonderfully diverse group of butterflies. Not just the
familiar Monarchs that dote on the milkweed and de-
pend on it for their livelihood; there are also Swailow-
tails, Tortoiseshells, Ladies, Hairstreaks, Checkerspots,
Anglewings and Skippers, to name just a few. But
getting a look at some of these beautiful insects is quite
another story, and it can take a lot of patience watking
the paths before you come across them. When you do,
it can be pretty darn frustrating when they take off just
as you get your eyes on them.

So don't be surprised this spring when you see a new
blast of color as you drive into the parking lot. We're
building a butterfly garden just to the right of the drive-
way where by June there should be Butterfly Bush, But-
terfly Weed, Spirea, Pepperbush, Verbena and lots of
other flowers, ail designed to pull different species into
a more concentrated area that is accessible for allto
see. With any luck, butterflies nectaring at these plants
will be sufficiently diverted by the available food that
they'll stick around for a while.

Eventually, we hope to have a sign with photos of
some of the more common species to help in identifica-
tion. But that's down the road a bit. We have to take
the pictures first!

Peary Stafford, Natalie Dyer, Clark Gifford, and of course, Nalalie's
dog Buffum, take a rest from tilling the soil at the new butterfiy
garden at the Macricostas Preserve.



Steep Rock Wins Award
at CLCC Conference

Steep Rock won the award for Land Acquisitions of
Substantial Size at Connecticut Land Conservation
Council's 24th Annual Conference, held this year on
March 31,

In the last two years, we have protected more than
761 acres of land by means of gifts in fee and conser-
vation easements. In 2005, 444 acres were protected,
including an easement of 150 acres adjacent to our 368
acre Macricostas Preserve. In 2008, 317 acres were
protected, including easements on 24 acres bordering
Mt. Tom State Park, and 165 acres adjacent to the
Steep Reservation.

Land now protected by Steep Rock totals 2426 acres
owned in fee and 2129 acres preserved with conserva-
tion easements for a total of 4555 acres.

Please Become a Member of Steep
Rock.
We’'re Halfway Through our Annual
Membership Appeal and We Need Your
Support!

Send Your Contribution To:
Steep Rock Association

PO Box 279
Washington Depot, CT 06794

Conservation Tax Incentives
End in 2007

Legislation, passed in 2006 as part of the Pension
Bill, included enhanced tax incentives to protect land.

The incentives:

* increased the charitable deduction limit from 30% to
50% of adjusted gross income (AG!) for donations or
bargain sales of qualified conservation contributions:

¢ increased the charitable deduction limit to 100% of
AGlI for eligible farmers and ranchers (i.e., those who
receive more than 50% of their income from farming or
ranching), so long as the contribution does not prevent
future agricultural use; and

s allows the taxpayer to carry forward the deduction
for 15 years (rather than five years).

As always, every conservation easement must clearly
identify the purposes of the easement and the re-
sources to be protected. Any reserved rights must be
consistent with the protection of the conservation val-
ues of the property. The land trust accepting the ease-
ment, the Steep Rock Association for example, must
have the

“commitment and the resources to enforce the terms of

the restriction.
Landowners interested in preserving their land are
reminded that these provisions expire at the end of

www.steeprockassoc.org

Visit us there. There are photos, information about Steep
Rock, and links to other environmental organizations.

Steep Rock Association
PO Box 279
Washingion Depot, CT 06794
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President Signs Bill Expanding
Conservation Tax Incentives

On August 17, 2006, President Bush signed the 2006
Pension Reform Bill, legislation that included a provi-
sion that provides wonderful new incentives to protect
fand.

The provision, which expires at the end of 2007, will:
¢ increase the charitable deduction fimit from 30% to
50% of adjusted gross income (AGI) for donations or
bargain sales of qualified conservation contributions;

* increase the charitable deduction limit to 100% of
AGI for eligible farmers and ranchers (i.e., those who
receive more than 50% of their income from farming or
ranching), so long as the contribution does not prevent
future agricuitural use; and

o ailow the taxpayer to carry forward the deduction for
15 years (rather than five years).

These new rules apply to gifts of real property
interests (typically, a conservation easement) to public
agencies or nonprofit conservation organizations
exclusively for conservation purposes. As before,
conservation purposes include the conservation of land
areas for outdoor recreation and education, scenic pro-
tection, habitat and ecosystem protection, preservation
of historically important lands and/or certified historic
structures, and other public benefits.

The new provisions will apply to donations made
during calendar years 2008 and 2007. These changes
provide added incentive for landowners to donate or
° make bargain sales of conservation easements to land
trusts and conservation organizations.

As always, every conservation easement must clearly
identify the purposes of the easement and the re-
sources fo be protected. Any reserved rights must be
consistent with the protection of the conservation val-
ues of the property. The donee land trust, the Steep
Rock
Association for example, must have the commitment
and the resources to enforce the terms of the restric-
tion.

The Steep Rock VISTA :.zu

Trustees Elected

Mark Averill, Natalie Dyer, John Potter and Steve
Solley were reelected to the Board after one year off.
Steep Rock’s by-faws state that Trustees may serve
two consecutive three year terms but then must go off
the Board for one year. During their year off the Board,
they were all active volunteers: John and Steve were
members of the Preservation and Forestry Commiitees;
Mark helped on the Stewardship Committee and he's
invaluable at the Picnic; and Natalie stayed on the
Trails Committee, overseeing all the voiunteer trail
monitors and organizing voiunteer workdays.

Lars Andersson, Bill Coleman and Peary Stafford are
the new Trustees elected to the Board.

Lars Andersson, an investment banker at JP Morgan,
lives at Gunn Hill Farm, New Preston and New York
City with his wife and three children. Lars is a strong
believer in protecting open space, agricultural lands,
forests and the rural character of our area.

Biil Coleman writes: “We have been in town since
March 1988 and have enjoyed it ever since. When my
kids were younger they hiked all through Steep Rock,
when they were not swimming on the Shepaug summer
swim team. | am a retired attomney in Brooklyn New
York and Steep Rock has been one of my refuges from
the
hectic professional life".

Since arriving in the area 20 years ago, Peary
Stafford has particuiarly enjoyed the natural elements
of the Steep Rock reservations, especially its birds and
insects. Peary says he looks forward to actively partici-
pating in protecting its beauty and wildlife. He can be
found most any day walking the trails with his binocu-
lars and camera in hand. Peary is the author of the
charming and informative “Salamanders In Love” article
on page 2 .

Lastiporus sulphureous in Stesp Rock



Salamanders in Love
or

Salamandr’Amour
By Peary Stafford, Steep Rock Trusfee

Try this the next time you're enjoying your dinner or a

glass of wine on a rainy April night. put on a pair of
boots, grab your rain gear and a strong flashlight, and
head off for the hemlock forests of Steep Rock. Once
there, get out in the rain and stare into a pond for an
hour or so. If the time is right and you're discreet with
the light, you might just get a glimpse into the intimate
world of salamanders in love.

The smell of homemade Chicken Cacciatare
was wafting through the house and | was consider-
ing the Heineken chilling in refrigerator when the
phone rang. | knew it would be Betsy Corrigan (a
fellow Steep Rock Trustee) and almost dreaded the

call. “You wanna go?" came the question across the

line, and | knew | had to say yes. She and | had
been exploring the vernal pools of Steep Rock over
the past few weeks and that afternoon we'd talked
about hoping the rain would continue into the night.
As it had done just that | knew | had no excuse for

copping out so | said “Sure!l” with an enthusiasm not

entirely heart-feit. My wife, BK, shrugged acquies-

cence and turned off the stove; we puiled on our rain

jackets and stepped out into the rainy night. The
aroma of that chicken dogged me all the way to
Steep Rock.

As | dodged various migrating amphibians on our
way into the preserve any patrolling policeman
would surely have thought me more than one shest
to the wind. Fortunately, no police lights appeared;
rather it was the lights of John & Betsy's car that
rose in the mirror as they came down the dirt road
behind us. When Betsy and | had inspected the
pool near the railroad bed the day before, we found
Wood Frog eggs and what Jooked like Jefferson

Salamander eggs, but

none of the eggs of the far more common Spotted
Salamander and we were trying to figure out why.
Maybe the conditions hadn't been just right and the
Spotteds hadn't yet bred? Was the dry weather of
this spring deferring the normal timetable? We
weren't sure but perhaps this evening’s rain would
bring all the right elements together and tonight
would be the night. '

Spotted Salamanders (Ambystoma maculatum)
are one of the species in a group of amphibians
calied Mole Salamanders: so named because they
spend the vast majority of their adult lives under-
ground, eating worms, larva, centipedes, arthropods
and other delicacies. About the only time they
emerge from the burrows that they borrow from
smail rodents or from under the fallen logs that they
favor in the upland woods is when the first warm
rains of March or April arrive and soak through the
earth. It's then that they bestir themselves and
move back to the vemnal pool they were bom in;
sometimes forming mass migrations of hundreds of
animais. They've only one thing on their mind at this
point — the reproduction of their species — and that's
what we were hoping we’d be privy to
tonight.

| know it all seems a bit voyeuristic but Betsy has
been studying vemnal pools for a long time without
seeing this ritual and |, a recent arrival to the vernal
pool set, had certainly never seen it. Heli, I'd never
even seen a Spotted Salamander! Besides, it's not
as if the salamanders would care!

There was no give in the rain during the short walk
from the cars to the pool, and my mind drifted back
to the goodies waiting for me back home. When we
got to the pool it looked like | might be back there
enjoying them sooner than | had thought. The strong
beams of our lamps revealed a few caddisfly larvae
and diving beetles but nary a salamander. Even
with the rain plinking the surface of the water, it was
remarkably clear, allowing us to see every detail of
the leaf iitter
bottom.

But we hadn't come out into this unpleasant night
to see leaf litter and | was seriously considering de-
camping when quietly, John said, “There’s one” and
we
followed the beam of his light to the bottom of the
pool. There in alt his glory, lying on the masses of
leaves, was a male Spotted Salamander. Almost
eight inches long, he was a siender black beast
made up of a stack of segments like tiny doughnuts;
almost like a stretched-out amphibian Michelin man.
Shiny brilliant yellow spots adorned each segment
the entire length of his body as well as his legs,
head and tail. The contrast of the yellow spots with



Members of the Steep Rock Association

Fiscal Year October 1, 2005 to September 30, 20086.

The Steep Rock Association is a land trust fo

the 100 acres of land that included Stee
friends to help defray the costs of mana
budget. We are most grateful to th

Joe & Ruth Abdella

Lou & Kay Abella

Richard & Patricia Abrams
Louls & Anne Abrons Foundation
Alice Adams

Margaret Addicks

Jerome & Alice Adesman

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Aeschliman
Ruth M. Alex

John & Phyllis Allen
Christopher & Valerie Andersen
Ky Anderson

Kenneth M. Anderson

Deonald & Prudence Anderson
The Andryc Family

Mrs. Harold A, Anson
Anenymous (6)

Jim & Pat Appleyard

James Appleyard

Bill & Geri Appleyard

Charlotte P. Armstrong

Denise & Peter Arturi

Judith & George Auchincloss
Luey V. Averill & Ralph Averill
Mark Averill

Susan & Sam Averili

John & Nancy Babington
Danielle Baechle & Jules Finker
Diane & Robert Baker

Penny & Bill Bardel

Joan & Jeffrey Barist

Jane & Howard Barnet

_Mr2 Mre Matthew Basile

Dick & Diana Beattie

David A. Behnke & Paul F. Doherty
Marie H. Bender

John & Doris Benford

Robert & Laura Benn

Rebecca & Ted Bent
Jayne Bentzen & Benedict
Silverman

Mr. & Mrs. Randolph Bernand
Ms. Mary C. Casler

Marko Beznosiuk

Craig & Amy Bibb

Flora M. Bidole

Joe & Ruth Bilotta

Judy Black & Richard Schiosberg
Mr. & Mrs. George M. Blake

Mr. & Mrs. €. D. Blinn

Judith & Roger Bogin

Stephen & Christine Boles

Christopher B. Boshears & Todd B. Cat-

lin

The Boulders Inn

Newton R. Bowies

Jane & John Boyer

Keith & Elaine Brackett
Bessia Bradiey

Susan Branson

Dr. & Mrs. Alan Braverman
Randall & Reggie Breeckner
Julia & Peler Brennan
Daniel Bresnan

Stephen & Wanda Brighenti
Barbara Brinton

Lisa Brooks

Mr. 8 Mrs. Robert D, Brown
Mrs. Graham M. Brush, Jr.
Susan Buckley & Lance Sherman
Jean Ann Burr

Ann M. Burton

Fredrick & Virginia Byerly
Hilary & Joseph Califano
Don & Holly Camp

Carles & Gay Canat

Sandra Canning

Peter B. Canoni & Fritzie Updegraph
Mr. & Mrs, Allan R. Capellaro
Michael Carge

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Carten
Mr. & Mrs. Daniet Catlin, Jr.
Jean D. Chapin

Janet [3. Chenery

Ron & Nancy Chute

Hollis & Ted Clark

Kenyon and Manny Clark
Julie Lynn Clark

Anpy Chfford

The Coleman Family

Mr. & Mrs. George Colettis
Nelly & Michael Condon

Josl Confino & Lisa Alter
Gale Conley
Jane Conn

Roberta B. Connolly 8 Arthur M. Milter

Beth Conrad

Barbara Ann & David S. Cook
Craig & Valerie Cooper

Mr. Paul L. Cornell, Jr.

Betsy Corrigan

Nancy & Fred Costeflo

Ann P. Dahl

Tony Daloisio & Teresa Hargrave
Stuart S. Daly

Timothy & Laura Daly

Nina Dana

Mr. Roger Danford & Mr. Richard Hig-

gins

Tom & Betty Daniels
James & Anne-Marie Bavenport
Joan & Willlam Davidson
John P. Davidson

Elfiot & Karen Davis

Mary & George Davis
Florence S. Day

Wiltiam & Norma Deacon
Tha deCourcy & de Sieyes Familles
Amy Del.uca

The DeMeo Family

Mr. & Mrs. Philip N. deVries
Liz & Larry Dexheimer
Josephine & Paui Dobkin
Mark & Fiona Donovan
Paid Douglas

Joseph A, Doyle

Peter Duchin

Jack & June Dunbar

Marc C. Duncan

Alan Dunkelberger

Dust Away Cleaning, LLC
Brad & Donna Duicher
Richard & Helen Dutton
Margaret F. Duus

Natalie & Elisha Dyer
Eagle Electric Service
Susan & Michael Eanes
Ebner Camps, Inc.

unded in 1925 by Ehrick Rossiter when he purchased

p Rock itself. Steep Rock has always relied on contributions from
ging the land we own. This financial support is crucial to our operating
e following members for their support during our last fiscal year .

W. Russ Elgin

John Endicoft

John & Karen Erickson
Denald Etherington

Noel & Starr Evans

Bill & Martha Falrbairn
Ashlay & Tom Farmen
Gretchen & Philip Farmer
Pat Farrelt

Sally A. Fasman

Wendy & Eric Federer

Mr. & Mrs. Edward P. Fedor
Debra Feeks

Norman M. Feinberg

Ann & Bob Ficks

Mr. & Mrs. John H, Field
Amold & Roberta Fink

The First Natfonat Bank of Litchfleld
Laurel Fisher

Ellen Fitzgerald

John J. Fiynn, Jr.

Frank & Joan Foley

Ruth Miller Forge

Dr. Allen Fossbender
Patfricia J. Fowler

Mr. & Mrs. J. Winston Fowtkes, i
Linda & Paul Frank

Joan Friedland

Sidney & Rod Funston
Carol H. Fyfield

Ronald Garfunke|

Lisa GHford

Alfison Gilehrist

David & Camille Gillespie
Joe & Joanna Gitterman
Clarence O. Godwin

Julie & Zack Goodyear
Harold Gootrad

David & Kim Gordon

Femis G. Gorra

Judie Gorra

Mr. & Mrs, James A. Graham, Jr,
Phifip Grausman & Judith Pefrovitch
Lisa Gray & Alan Crganschi
Mr. & Mrs. Wallace A, Gray



Margaret Clement Green
Mary Anne Greene

Gloria & Marty Greenstein
John Greenweod

Doug & Kaatri Grigg
Margaret Grimes

William R. Grose

Dr. & Mrz. Aflen Grunberg
The Gunnery

Murray & Susan Haber
J.C. David Hadden

Jean & Roald Haestad
Tante Marle's Cooking School
Sunny & Michael Halperin
Gael Hammer
Jane-Howard Hammerstein
Joseph J. Hanggi, Jr,
Monica & Christian Harcken
Diana Hardee

Ivy & Ted Harmrington

Mr. & Mrs. Henry W. Hart
Rila & Gus Hauser

Jane & Bill Havemeyer
Jean Hazaiton

Dougtas C. Heaven
Minna Hebert

Mrs. Jean Hellyer

Jean V. S, Henry

Anne & John Hetrmann
Anton & Sigrid Hildmann
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hinckley
Kenneth Hipp

James & Robin Hirschfield
The Hopkins inn

Mr. & Mrs. Scall Houldin
Peter & Hilary Houldin

Bill & Nancy Houldin

Drs, Orion & Lisa Howard
Charles Taylor Howard
Heten & Derek Hughes
Kitty & Rick Hunt

Dennis Hussey

J. Seitz & Co,

Pam & Mike Jackson

Drs. Ruth & Robert Jaffe
Eltiot & Roslyn Jaffe
Susan Jahnke

Charlotte E. Johnson
Josephine Johngon
Ronald & Joan Jones
Yolanda Joseph

Shulamit & Najma Kadesh
Susan & Don Katz, MD
Liz & Buddy Kay

Pierce M. Kearney
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Anne-Marie Keegan & Gregg Reinhat  Mara McDonald

Kalhryn & John Kehoe

Chris & Sue Kelly

Jim & Joanne Kelly

Ann Khourl & Leonard Bass
Mr. & Mra. Calvin Kiiffner
Karen Lavine & Donald Kilpatrick
Lauise W, King

Bili & Julie King

Charles Kinney

Witliam & Susan Kinsoiving
trika Leigh Klauer

Stewart E. & Leila Larsen Klein
Kiemm Real Estate

Kris Knoernschitd & Mark Murzin
RHia & Colin Knudsen

Richard Krantz

Mark Krentzman & Carcline Vanderlip
Henry W. Kunhardt

Mr. & Mrs. Charles La Munlere
Nancy LaFrance

Misg Tillie Page Laird

Nancy & Stephen Lasar

Kathy & Dan Leab

Moliy Leach & Lane Smith
Leslie §. Leb!

Virginia Lee & Robin Grossman
Dan Lavinson

Me. & Mrs. Melvyn Lewinter
Joe & Kathy Linley

Leslie & John Lintner

Richard Lipsett

Michael & Jil Lloyd

Ann & Michael Loeb

Willlam & Wendy Luers

Pawla & Eric Madoff

Susan & John Magee

Anne Maliland & Paul Balocchi
8. John Malinowski

Ron & Linda Mandle

Susan Mandler & Robby Barnett
Paul Manfredi

Ecton & Betsy Manning

Johrt & Ingrid Manning
Anthony Manzi

Peter & Maureen Marcucio
Phit & Susan Markert

Joan & Paul Marks

Henry R. Martin

Stuart Martin

Marion E. Matera

Mrs. William M. Materne
Harold Mayer & Lynn Rhodes
The McCullers Family

Annette R. McDonald

Dr. William H. McDonald
Patrick & Robin McGrath
Denlse & Alex McNaughton
Elsle & Bif McTiernan

James & Cornelia Mead
Mercedes Mestre

Louise & Harold Meyer

The Stairway Fund
Georgianna L. Middiebrook
Dwight D. Milter

Anna H. Carew-Miller & Chapin Miller
Edwina & John Millington
Margaret Miner & Hugh Rawson
Wendelt & Florence Minor
Cynthia & Tom Mitchell

The Mnuchin Foundation

John & Amy Moisan

Kevin & Alilson Mongeau
Prudence M. Montrezza
Theodore D. Moore

Egbert Most & Regina Badura
Mr & Mrs. tohn Muiten

Rob Lee Muller

The Mulvehilt Family

Mr. & Mrs. George Murdock
Beatrice Murgio

Mrs. George A. Murphy

C. J. Muse & Ashfey Goodale
Emma & Matthew Muszala
Milton & Joan Myers

Robert & Sandra Natale
Gunnar & Nancy Neilson

Dick & Peggy Nelmeth

Jack Nelsan & Jeanne Sargent
Carol & Stan Nelson

Gail & Erlc Nelson

Masjorie Neuwirth

Franklin Nichols & Termi Tibbatts
Paul & Christine Nussbaum
Joni & Jerry O'Brien

Conan & Liza O'Brien

Pat O'Conner & Stewart Kelflerman
Alexis Moore O'Connolly

Mr. & Mrs. H. Tom O'Connar
Robert E. O'Keefe & Kathering Webstes-
O'Kesfe

John & Judy Olear

Doreen & Robert Orciari
Carol & Larry O'Toale

David Owen & Ann Hodgman
Reese & Vi Owens

The Pantry

Bob & Sandy Papsin

A. Leonard Parrott

Peter & Denise Pasch

Susan & John Payne

Sally G. Paynter

Mr. & Mrs. Phillips H. Payson
Kirsten M. Peckerman

Bilt & Marilyn Peirce

Mr, & Mrs. Henry B, Pennefl, [If
Laura Nafis & Edward Pennington
Susan C. Peterson

Diana & Eugene Plnover

Rod Pleasants & Steve Godwin
Priscila Manning Porer

Peter & Jan Pogkas

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Potter

John & Anne Potler

Mr. & Mrs. James M. Powers
Laverne Prager

Alec & Drika Purves

Jayson C, Quist

The Raymunt Family

Elizabeth R. Rea

Ray & Sue Reich

Maggie Condon & Peter Repplier
Madefine & Paul Revere
Robert J. & Virginia V. Reynolds
David & Sally Reynolds

Hal Rhodes

Brian & Efleen Riano

Beth & Tom Rickart

Jane Risley

Efizabeth M. Rives

George Roberls

Adelaide C. Roberts

Polly Roberls

Mr. & Mrs, R, Rockwell

Peter Rogness & Robert Parker
The Rosenstock Family

Robert & Nancy Ross

Thomas W. Rossiter

Galla & Peter |.. Rossiter
Sheryl & Bilt Rubinstein

Mark & Sharen Ruchman
Rumsey Hall School

Michefe Rybos

Erica Ryland

Mary & Arthur Sachs

Robert Sandine

Regine Laverge Schade
Raosanne K. Schaffner
Elizaheth Schiffer

Ralph Schlosstein & Jane Harlley
Craig & Susan Schoon

The Sceribner Family

Mr. & Mrs. John Seacord



Steep Rock Members 2005-2008, cont.

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Seaman
Pat & Dick Sears

Elizabath Seideman
Joanna V. Settle

Robert M, Seymaur

Marthe B, Shanley
Andrew Shapiro in Memory of Judy Ste-
vens

Alan Shayne & Norman Sunshine
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B, Shea

Sarah A. Shepard

Daniel D. Sherr & Margaret M. Ferguson
br. & Mrs. Gary Shields

Vicki Sitver

Scott R. Singer

Nancy Sklavos-Gillett

Ren & Janel Smith

Tyler J. Smith

Georgene & Doug Smith

Barbara Smith

Christopher & Marlene Smith
Scott H. Smith

Mr. & Mrs, William H. Smith

Col. F.H. Smith, Il

Mr. & Mrs, R, W. Snook

William & Challis Snyder

Nancy Farr Solley

Pamela & Nicholas Solley

Randi & Mitchell Solomen
Richard Sonder & Susan Monserud
Dr. & Mrs. Mictael Sorrell

Susan & Chip Spencer

Peary & B.K, Stafford

Mark Stansberry

Nancy R. Steinman

Mr. & Mrs. George M. Stephenson
Marjorie & Michael Stern

Missy Stevens

Falth Stewarl-Gordon

Mr. & Mrs. Harotd J, Stoeffler, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. John Strawbridge
George & Joan Streib

Patricia Struglia

Danig{ Sullivan & Michelle Manafy
Marie Swanson

ABlyn C. Swanson

Debbie & Ned Swigart

Peter & Diana Tagley

Joan Tatt

Joan Talbot

Barbara & Peter Talbot

Adete & Norman Taylor

Richard & Clalre Thomas

Natalie & John Thompson

Terry & Wanda Tiernan

Mr. & Mrs. Edward E. Tierney

Tim Tierney

Darryll & JoAnne Toth
Chick Treadway

Richard & Susan Ulin

Bob & Chris Uljua

Robert & Suzanne Ullram
Homer R. Underwood

Ray & Carol Underwood
Anne & Toby Unger

Hiram Upson

Lee & Cynthia King Vance
Bili & Mealinda vanden Heuvet
Dofores Vecchiaredli
Margare! von Gal

Bumiey C. Wadsworth
George & Barbara Walberg
Sara Walbridge

Ellen R. Walin

Julia & Carter Walker

Carol M. Ward

Mrs, Nancy L. Warren
Washington Food Market
Washington Rod & Gun Club
Washington Rotary Club
Linda & Marty Wasserstein
John & Jean Waterhouse

Heather Watts & Damian Woetzet

Laurance Weber

Natalie Frost Weeks
William H. Wehrhahn
Joshua Miles Weiner
Debi Weinshank

Kathie & Peter Weisman
Patricia A. Welles

Harry & Jody Weldls

Abby N. Wells & Eduarde Ginnocchio

Michael & Susan Wert

Mr. Alain Wertheimer

Mrs. W. Chattin Wetherill
Danief & Cynthia Whalen
Harry & Ann Marfe White
Beatrice Hofstadter White
Mr. & Mre. Edmund J. White
Francis C. Whitehead

Mr. & Mrs. Edwin C. Whitehead

Lester Whitney

Mrs. Foster J, Whitney
Walter & Kathy Whitney
Marguerite C. Whitney

The Friends of John Gribbin

Douglas Williams & Andrea Csiz-

madia

Evelyn A. Williams

Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Williams
Sally B. Williams

Eila H. willlams

David & Kelly Williams
Dorothy M.S, Wilson

Rita & Bob Wilson
Barbara & Peter Wodtke
Marcele Woif

Richard & Robesta Wool
Mr. & Mrs_ William W. Worcester
James Worth

Billie Worthington

Harry & Darby Wright
Edward & Barbara Wright
Cherra Wyllie

Charles K, Wynn, Jr.
Paul & Bonnie Yacknick

Patti & Tom Yamin
Christopher Yelding & Daniel Bresni-
han

David & Frances Yelen
Mary Jane Yurchak
Edward Zumgpf

Clark Gifford, Steep Rock’s Land Manager, remaving a

Gifts of

Land & Easements
2005

Anonymous

Robert & Angle Brown

Peter Canoni & Donald Brigham
Jack Field

Mirna Hebert

{Lawrence and Susan Kessler
Wendy & Bill Luers

Mel & Janet Lewinter

Michael & Ann Loeb

Jennifer & Neil Mitchell
Steven Mnuchin

SMR Properties

Memorial Gifts

Rhoda Addison

Matthew H. Davidson

Dana Gibson

Stanley & Viginia Peterson
Stephen Reich

Bill Rislay

Judy Stevens

Ray Struglia

Patricla Yurchak & Ciisson Rexford

A

downed tree from the railroad bed in Hidden Valley.




Stephen Reich
Memorial Bridge Donors

T. Michael Alex
Sheila Anson

Christine Armstrong & Benjamin Nick-

ofl

Arthur D, Deacon & Son, Inc,
Mark Averill

Penny & Bill Bardel

Jonathan & Kristi Beck

Jayne Bentzen & Benedict Siiverman
tstelle Bronson

Don & Holty Camp

Richard Carey

Victoria Marsh Cherniske
Maggie Condon & Peter Reppiier
Jane Conn

Paul L., Comelt, Jr.

Neil W, Currie

Tom & Betty Danlels

Dale Stull Demy

Natalie & Elisha Dyer

Susan & Michael Eanes
Gretchen & Philip Farmer
Kirsten Feldman & Hugh Frater
Emily Fitzhugh

Frank & Joan Foley

Mr. & Mrs, Raymond Furse
Michael Gorra

Helen & Tony Griffiths

Steve & Holly Haas

Diana Hardee

Rita & Gus Hauser

The Hickary Stick Bookshap
Peter & Hilary Houldin

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Ingrassia
Yotanda Joseph

Loulse King

Mark Kentzman & Caroline Vanderfip
Miss Tille Page Laird

Michael & Jill Lloyd

Pauia & Eric Madoff

Linda McGarr

Audrey & Daniel Meyer

Harold A. Meyer

John Mitlington

Wendel & Florence Minor
Emma & Matthew Muszala
Eliza & Michael Paolucct
Kirsten Peckerman

Diana & Eugene Pinover
Peter & Janet Poskas

John & Anne Potter

Stephen Reich Memorial Fund
Polly Roberis

Barbara Paul & Charles Robinson
Matthaw L. Root

Andrew Raraback

Peter & Gaila Rossiter

John & Carol Santolert

Regine Laverge Schade
Martin Schneider & Debra Fine
Patricia & Richard Sears
Wendy & Greg Seeley
Elizabeth Seideman

Sarah Shepard

Robert & Helen Smith

Patricla Struglia

Dettbie Swigart

Tetry & \Wanda Tieman
Washinglon Parks & Rec Commis-
sion

Chick Treadway

Lee & Cynthia King Vance
Hedda Windisch von Goeben
Wiilllam Wehrhahn

Barbara & Peler Wodtke

Paul & Bonnie Yacknick
Richard & Helen Zampielfo

Please consider making an additional
donation to help us rebuild the Hidden
Valley Bridge over the Shepaug River in
memory of Stephen Reich. Construction
has begun and will cost $138,000. We have
not yet reached that goal.

CT Land Conservation Council

The Connecticut Land Conservation Council was
formed this year by the merger of two entities you might
be familiar with - the Land Trust Service Bureau and
the Land Conservation Coalition for Connecticut.

The Council's mission is to advocate for land preser-
vation, stewardship and funding, to help strengthen the
long term health and viability of the land conservation
community. CLCC can more effectively advocate criti-
cal issues at the State Capitol as one entity, joining
forces with state land trusts, municipalities and other
environmental groups,

The Council will provide education, training, technical
assistance to land trusts and other organizations on
Connecticut-specific topics .

More information is available from Sarah Pellegrino at
the Nature Conservancy office in Middietown,
860-344-07 16, ext. 320. Email: spelle-

More than iy Gunnery sophomores camped out in Stesp Rock in
September. This annual event. led by facufly advisor John After
includes working on & stewardship project. These students are
rernoving invasive honaysuckle shrubs.



Salamanders, cont

As our lights played across the bottom of the pool
we discovered another salamander partially hidden
beneath a decomposing oak leaf, then another over
to the right and so on and so on until it became ap-
parent that there were probably about 15 salaman-
ders just in the small part of the pool that we could
observe. Their beautifully patterned bodies stood in
stark contrast with the drab leaves on the bottom of
the pool.

These salamanders, unlike frogs, fertilize their
eggs internally, but they don’t pass the sperm from
the male to the female via copulation; no, it's far
cooler than that. The male, who arrives in the pool
first, awaits his intended in the near-freezing water.
When she arrives he deposits a white glutinous
droplet capped with sperm (a spermataphore) on the
vegetation at the bottom of the pool. If she is suffi-
ciently enticed, the female then lowers herself on the
spermataphore, takes it into her cloaca, and the
deed is done. { know, | know, but it seems to work
for them.

We'd been standing there for almost an hour
watching these guys and the other biota of the pooi
when it became apparent that the salamanders were
beginning to form up into little groups; two here,
three there, as many as six about ten fest away.
Above | mentioned the loaded words “sufficiently
enticed” regarding the receptivity of the female. This
enticement process is seriously bizarre (but well-
documented by other salamander voyeurs) and it
rapidly became apparent that it was underway in our
pool. Salamander foreplay was abounding; one
would put a snout under the other's leg and roll it
over or one would climb over the top of another and
slide down the other side or start at the back and
swim to the head then back to the tail. Every sort of
contact you could imagine was taking place in that
pool. In fact, it was difficult to tell just how many
salamanders were now involved in the group that
had held six just a moment ago. They had become a
whorl of squirming black and yellow salamander
skin. To make things even more confused (and
amusing), as these are air breathing critters, every
so often one of them would break off from the frenzy
and pop up to the surface for a gulp of air, returning
immediately to the writhing mass below.

Soon we noticed that one of the pairs had sepa-
rated and the male had moved off to the side. As
we watched, his tail formed a hump near the base
and he began to move it slowly side-to-side. After
about twenty seconds of this he quit, swam a short
distance away and there it was ~ a tiny white pellet

on the leaf below. We stood transfixed, as the fe-
male sauntered over to the spot and with little fan-
fare settied on the spermataphore. She in turn
moved slowly side-to-side and when she left about a
minute later the white spot was stili there but the
smile on her face told us the sperm cap was inside
her. We had witnessed a remarkably cool event,
something few people have ever seen, but an in-
credibly important cog in the most important process
of any organism; reproduction of its species.

Raising my gaze from the pool | realized that my
drenched baseball cap was draining in a thin rivulet
down my back and that in fact, | was rather miser-
able. Betsy admitted to being in a similar condition
and we all agreed to leave the lovers in peace. We
walked back to the cars, Betsy picking up and exam-
ining various toads on the road, and all of us chatter-
ing about the astounding ways that nature adapts to
conditions, finding ways to accomplish its needs
over all kinds of obstacles. We said goodnight and
headed home.

Editor’s nofe: Steep Rock’s reservations are open fo the public
from sunrise to sunset. Exceptions may be made when Trustees
or other professionals wish o conduct research ithat necessi-
tates work during evening hours.
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Please Become a Member Annual Membership Drive

of Steep Rock.
Steep Rock’s Annual Membership Drive began
We Need Your Support! October 1, the beginning of our fiscal year.

Please renew your membership now, and if you're
Name not yet a member, piease join us. You may have

— already received our Appeal letter with an enclosed
return envelope. If not, you may use the form at left

POB / to send in your donation.

Street Our dedicated board of trustees and core of volun-
teers work hard to stretch our doliars, as does our

Town modest staff, but we need more help. With rising

— insurance costs and increasing operating expenses,
we count on our members to help us keep Washing-

%t:te, ton’s beautifut natural places safe and secure.

This year's budget is over $250,000, and we must
rely on gifts from members for more than two thirds
of that amount. We thank you for your past support.
With your help we can continue to fulfill our mission
of preserving and protecting open space.

Send To:
Steep Rock Association

Hats & Maps For Sale

We now have stunning hats for sale for $15.00. The
hats feature our new logo on the front panel and show
our website address on the back.

Trail maps of the three reservations are stilf available
too. A set of three maps costs $8.00.

Maps are for sale at the office, the Hickory Stick
Bookstore, and the Gunn Library. The hats are avail-

e : able at the office.
Chitdren at the petting zoo at this year’s plenic,
- Non-.Pm!it
Steep Rock Association gg“?:ﬁ;:
- PO Box 27 PAID
STEEP ROCK Washington Depot, CT 06794 Wasbimgten Depot
LAND YRUST CT 06794

Postal Patron or Boxholder

VISTA is printed on recycled paper




HippeN VALLEY RESERVATION

STEEP ROCK A4880CFrATION

densely wooded hillsides cascading into the meandering river below. This section also includes a
tacky high point and small meadows, aceessible by hiking trails. Hidden Valley
was donated to the Steep Rock Association by the Van Sinderen family in 1963,

Th: section northeast of the Depot is known s Hidden Valley, a 650-acre tract characterized by

The level trail lying alongside the eastern bank of the river replaces the defunct
railroad bed. It is casy to forget that pussenger and freight trains rumbled through
the entire length of the reservations from 1872 to 1948, Trails and woods tads
remaining from the Van Sinderens’ equestrian and carrisge-driving days criss-cross E
this tract of hardwoods, pine groves, and hemlocks, although many trails are not 2
marked. The Stephen C. Reich Memorial Footbridge over the Shepang River makes
possible many pleasant loop walks. Care must be-taken to avoid the goshawk area
aorth and west of the footbridge in the nesting season, as the goshawks will attack.

All trails are apen to hiking. Horseback riding and biking are permitted on posted

teails and carriage roads only, and may be temporarily restricted, depending on their
condition. We hope you'll enjoy exploting the many unmarked trails throughout the
reservation, in addition to these blazed trails:

* Bee Brook Loop (2.2 mi.)

* Van Sinderen Loop
(3.5 mi.) and
* Pinnacle T'rail

(.9 mi)

Luss

Eabbzday

E"f‘f:“'(f%
B

@
.
}g Legend Hidden Valley Reservation
O—0—  VanSinderen (Yellow Blazed)
% Watcrconrses & Tonds
~0—0~  Bee Brook {Whitc Blazed)
6= Dinrace (Hue Blazed) LR
A Ciher Trails a Campsite
kd Railbed @ Private Property Beyond Tisiv Point
wories o -
& = ;
For safe and respectful recreation, please follow the 18- 1 Contour Scale: 1" = 900"; approx 210 of a mile
guidelines printed on the other side of this map.



SUONBATISTY Yatry d:mg
NOLONIHSYM 10 NMOL

NOLLVAYISHY
AATIVA NAAQUIY

Histonry

to break ground on his own country house

in Washington, Connecticut, the aschitect
Ehrick Rossiter discovered that the wooded
hillsides in his dramatic view to the west were
shated for clear cutting. For him, there was only
one thing to do. Using the money intended
for the house's construction, he bought the
threatened land from the timber cempany and
saved forever the hundred acres that now form the
heart of the Steep Rock Reservation. Bluring his
36 yeass of ownership, Rossiter busit carriage roads
atd small river crossings, and invited hig fitends
and fellow townspeople to enjoy the wild beauty
of this section of the Shepaug River Valley,

11‘1 the Spring of 1889, just as he was about

In 1925 Rossiter donated the land, which
included the Steep Rack averlook, to 4 group

of trustees, thus ensuring its preservation. Four
years later the trustees purchased the area known
s the Clamshell, and in doing so preserved the
view from Stecp Rock. With little of the

o CE
Aerial view of Steep Rock clamshel,

I '0d
UGUEDOSY Ya0y danig

3
g
9
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fanfare that sometimes sursounds such efforts

today, these ten individuals quictly established
a public fand trust long before the idea of land
protection became common. Since then, many
landowners have given additionad tracts to the
Steep Rock Association.

View from Hidden Valley pinnacl.

Today the reservations are an extraorditiary
natural resoncce vatued for their witd beauty,
seclusion, and tecreational and educational
opportunities. Steep Rock’s holdings now
comprise over 2,426 owned and 2,348 eased
acres, most of which lie along the glacially
carved, rock-strewn Shepauy River. Except for
a brief interruption in Washington Depot, the
Teservations extend almost the full length of the
township and include three main sections:

* Steep Rock, 974 acres just southwest of
Washington Depor,

* Hidden Valley, 650 acees just northeast of the
Depot, and the

- Macricostas Preserve, 370 acres nosth of the
Jjunction of routes 47 and 202,
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View across Macricottas Preserve,

SUPPORTING STEEP Roczﬁ

One of the oldest land rrusts in Connecticut,

the Stecp Rock Association is 2 non-profit
corporation governed by a volunteer baard of
trustees. To maintain over 36 miles of trails,
manage three farge reservations and monitor
derzens of conservation easements, we are entirely
dependent on individual contributors and a
madest endowment, If you would like to
contribute and become a member, please send a
check, payable to Steep Rock Association, Inc. to:

Steep Rock Association
P. (. Box 279
Washingten Depot, CT 06794

For more information, visit our Web site at
www.siceprockassoc.org or call the office at
860-868-9131.

4th Editton: 1408
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
FRANKLIN WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA
391 ROUTE 32
NORTH FRANKLIN, CT 06254
TELEPHONE: (860) 642-7239

April 8, 2009

Ms. Efizabeth Corrigan
Town of Washington
Conservation Commission
Bryan Memorial Town Hall
Washington, CT 08793

re: proposed Rabbit Hilf cefl tower, Warren
Dear Ms. Corrigan:

Your request was forwarded to me on 4/8/09 from Dawn McKay of the Dapartment of Environmental
Protection’s {(DEP) Natural Diversily Data Base. They have records of a state threatened butterfly; Sedge
Skipper {Euphyes dion) and two species of special concern, the Bronze Copper buiterfly (Lycaena hyilus)
and the Woed turlle (Glypfemys insculpta) oceurring in the vicinity of this project.

The Bronze Copper butterfly is assoclated with wetland habitals. ¥ any wetiand habitats are to be allered, it
may affect this species. The Sedge Skipper is associated with open sunny marshes. ¥ work will not affect
any open sunny marsh area, it will not affect the Sedge skipper.

Wood turties require riparian habitats bordered by floodpiain, woodland or meadows. They hibernate in the
banks of the river in submerged tree roots. Their surmer habitat Includas pastures, old fields, woodlands,
powerline cuts and rallroad beds bordering or adjacent lo streams and rivers. This spacies has been
negatively impacted by the loss of suitable habitat. Your application did not indicate how the clearing wouid
be done nor the time of year.

If Wood turtle habitat exists on the proposed site and will be impacied by your project or wetland habitats wilt
be aflered, the Wildiife Division recommends that a herpetologist and invertebrate biologist familiar with the
habitat requirements of thase species conduct surveys between Aprit and September io see if they are
present. A report summarizing the results of such surveys should include habitat dascriptions, invertebrate,
reptile and amphibian species list and a statement/resume giving the biologist’ qualifications, The DEP
doesn't maintain a list of qualified biologists. A DEP Wildlife Division permit may be required by the bialogist
to conduct survey work, you should ask If your biclegist has one. The results of this invastigation can be
forwarded to the Wildlife Division and, after avatuation, recommendations for additional surveys, if any, will
be made.

Standard profocels for protection of wetlands should be foliowed arnd mainiained during the course of the project.
Additionally, all st fencing should be removed after soils are stable so that raptile and amphibian movement between
uplands and wellands is not restricted. Please be advised that the Wikilife Division has not made a field inspaction of
thy project nor have we seen dataied tineiabies for work to be done. Consulation wiit the Wildiife Division should not
be subslituted for site-specific surveys that may be reguired for anvironmental assessments. The time of year when this
work will take place will affect this species if they are present on the sile when the worik Is scheduled, Pleasa be advised
that should stale permits be required or should state invalvement ocour in soma other fashion, specific resivictions or
conditions relating fo the species discussed above may apply. In this siluation, additional evatuation of the proposal by
the DEP Witdlife Division should be requesled. if the proposad project has not been inittated within 8 monihs of this
review, contact the NDDB for an updated review. If you have any additional questions, please feel frae to contact me at
Julie. Victoria@ilel aov, please reference the NDDB # at the bottom of this letter when you e-mail. Thank you for the
opporiunily to comment.

Sincerely, \jm [P e
Julie Vistoria, Wiidlife Biologist
Franklin Wildlife Management Area
391 Route 32

N. Frankiin, CT 06254

cc: NDDB - 16848
An Equal Opporiunity Employer




Conservation Commission D @EEW S
Town of Washington , I

Bryan Plaza
Washington Depot CT 06794 APR 22 2009
CONNE
The Connecticut Siting Council SITING Q%EE’%R
Ten Franklin Square
New Britain, CT 06051
April 21, 2009 RE: DOCKET #378
Dear Cdtfhcﬂ Members,

The Washington Conservation Commission has received a letter from the
Department of Environmental Protection regarding Natural Diversity Data Base
maps and files for the area delineated by the application on the above captioned
docket for one of two sites on Rabbit Hill Road in Warren. This letter from the DEP
notes that the state threatened butterfly Sedge Skipper and two species of special
concern, the Bronze Copper butterfly and the Wood turtle occur in the vicinity of
this application. The DEP’s Wildlife Division recommends that a herpetologist and
invertebrate biologist familiar with the habitat requirements of these specigs
conduct surveys between April and September to see if they are present and a
report be issued. Please see the attached letter for further details.

This letter serves as formal request that the Siting Council execute its
responsibilities “to protect the environment and ecology of the state” and order an
immediate environmental impact study on this environmentally sensitive area. We
request a delay on the hearing date until such time as a full, and proper
environmental review has been completed. Washington was not aware of the
wetlands 50 feet off site B, which are headwaters to our Meeker Swamp, until we
read the formal application to the Siting Council. This information was not included
in the last minute application to town, in fact no site evaluation was included for site
B. We formally requested of the Siting Council a 60 day municipal review under
Connecticut General Statutes Section 16-501, for what we consider a new site (site B)
so that we might be able to conduct proper municipal review. To date we have not
had all of the town commissions participate in a full review nor has the council told
us why such a review period should not be granted. As information on this location
unfolds we hope that there will not be a continued rush to hearing, but rather a
steady and considered review of the site as mandated by Connecticut state statutes
section 16-501.

L

Sincerely,
\U\(JM \}MW S
Diane Dupuis
Conservation Commissioner



