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In the blink of an eye, your 

baby in booties is now 

bound for college. Where 

did the time go? This Back-

to-School issue of Insurance 

Matters can’t turn back the 

clock, but it can help you 

continue what you’ve been 

doing all these years – try-

ing to keep your child safe 

and secure.  

 

Our mission at the Insur-

ance Department is to pro-

tect consumers and part of 

that is to make certain you 

have the information you 

need to make informed de-

cisions that best suit your 

needs and that of your col-

lege student.  

 

This issue of Insurance Mat-

ters provides information 

that parents and young 

adults can use when decid-

ing on options for insuring 

your auto, your child’s pos-

sessions when away at 

school, and of course, his or 

her healthcare needs. 

Insurance needs change at 

every stage of life. Sending 

your child off to college is 

one of those. We hope you 

find this information helpful. 

As always, with any question 

or concern you have about 

insurance, I encourage you 

to contact the Insurance 

Department for advice, edu-

cation and help with any 

insurance issue.   

“Insurance Matters” is for informa-

tional purposes and is not in-

tended to constitute legal advice. 

Is your young driver taking a 

car back to college this fall? If 

the answer is yes, doing your 

homework ahead of time will 

help make sure they have the 

appropriate auto coverage. You 

may be able to save money, as 

well. 

 

Before you decide to keep your 

child on the family’s auto pol-

icy, you can research rates in 

the city and state where the 

school is located.  If your young 

driver lives at college and does 

not have access to your in-

sured automobile, you may be 

eligible for a discount on your 

policy. Remember to make 

sure they are covered under 

your family’s auto policy when 

they return home.  

 

If you are buying a car for your 

college-bound student keep in 

mind that the make and model 

of car can affect rates. Con-

vertibles, sports cars and sport 

utility vehicles can cause your 

rates to increase. It’s best to 

determine the insurance costs 

before buying a vehicle.  

 

Getting good grades also can 

help lower your premium. No-

tify your insurer every semester 

of your young driver’s good 

grades. Many policies offer dis-

counts for young drivers who 

excel in the classroom.  

 

Discuss all your options with 

your agent or contact the Insur-

ance Department.  

We are here to help. Email us 

at insurance@ct.gov 

Auto Insurance 
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Master the Basics 
Of  Insurance 

Before you hit campus 
this fall, take the time to 
raise your Insurance I.Q. 
with this quick 10-question 
quiz.  
 
Think insurance doesn’t 
matter at this stage of 
your life? Everyone has 
insurance issues, even 
when you’re young and 
just starting out.  
  
You don’t need a master’s 
degree to decipher insur-
ance. It’s not rocket sci-
ence. There are basics for 
you to understand and 
once you grasp them you 
will be able to make smart 
choices.  
 
There are plenty of ex-
ams, reports and finals all 
waiting at college. This 
quiz won’t be nearly as 
hard and probably a lot 
more fun! 
 
Click below to get started. 

Will my health insurance cover my child who the proper premium for the risk they are insur-

attends college in another state? ing, including all drivers and autos in the 

household. Ask your agent about rules that It depends on your plan.  Some PPO plans of-
apply for out-of-state drivers, particularly those fer a national network of providers, while oth-
over 100 miles away at school. ers do not. However, emergency services are 
My child is living in a dormitory on campus. Are covered even if there is no network provider in 
his possessions covered under my property the area.  Prescriptions may be filled at any 
insurance? participating pharmacy around the country.   
Those possessions would be covered under 

When my child is away at college, will she still 
your insurance if your child is under 24 years 

be included on my auto policy? Even though 
of age, lived in your home before moving to 

she is away at school she is still considered a 
school and is a full-time student. Most policies 

member of your household and should be on 
will cover your student’s possession in a dorm 

your policy. Generally an insurer can charge 
up to 10% of your personal property coverage. 

Although many students 

are covered in their dorms 

under their parents’ home-

owner’s policy, most of 

those policies do not pro-

vide coverage to off-

campus housing.  

If your college student is 

living off-campus it is 

smart to consider renter’s 

insurance. It protects their 

personal property and can 

cover liability, as well. 

From textbooks to TVs, 

renter’s insurance will pro-

vide coverage to what mat-

ters most for your student. 

A landlord’s insurance cov-

ers the building but not 

damages or loss of the 

personal property inside.  

Your agent can help you 

find the right policy or con-

tact the Insurance Depart-

ment at insurance@ct.gov   

 

Before sending your child 

off to college it is important 

to make sure they have 

health coverage while 

away.  

If your student is a depend-

ent under your coverage, 

he or she can be covered 

throughout college or until 

the age of 26.  

Find out if the school is lo-

cated within your health 

insurance plan’s network or 

if out-of-network services 

are covered  under your 

plan. Emergency services 

are covered, however, even 

at an out-of-network hospi-

tal.  

Another option is to buy a 

student’s health insurance 

plan through the college or 

university. Make sure you 

thoroughly understand the 

university’s policy before 

enrolling, as many plans 

only provide a basic level of 

coverage.  

Health Insurance 
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