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Environmental Monitor Archives

Environmental Monitor
= The official site for project information under
= the Connecticut Environmental Policy Act
and for notices of proposed transfers of state land
R v

October 22, 2019

NOTE: New Regulations for the Connecticut Environmental Policy Act (CEPA) were approved in September 2019. The Regulations provide for
more categories of notice about the status of proposed State actions, than in the past. The new categories are included in this edition.

Scoping Notice

1) Notice of Scoping for the Berlin TOD Boulevard Project, Berlin.

Scoping Notice - Post-Scoping Notice (Need More Time)

No Notice for additional time has been submitted for publication in this edition.

Post-Scoping Notices

1) Post-Scoping Notice for 1-95 Interchange 74 Improvements at Route 161, East Lyme.
2) NEW! Post-Scoping Notice for University of Connecticut Ice Hockey Arena Development, Mansfield.

Environmental Impact Evaluation

No EIE Notice has been submitted for publication in this edition.

Agency Record of Decision

No Record of Decision has been submitted for publication in this edition.

OPM Determination of Adequacy

No Determination of Adequacy has been submitted for publication in this edition.

State Land Transfer

1) Former University of Connecticut Torrington Campus .

The next edition of the Environmental Monitor will be published on November 5, 2019.

Subscribe to e-alerts to receive an e-mail when the Environmental Monitor is published.

Notices in the Environmental Monitor are written and formatted by the sponsoring agencies and are published unedited. Questions about the
content of any notice should be directed to the sponsoring agency.

Inquiries and requests to view or copy documents, pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, must be submitted to the sponsoring state
agency.

Scoping Notice

"Scoping" is for projects in the earliest stages of planning. At the scoping stage, detailed information on a project's design, alternatives, and
environmental impacts does not yet exist. Sponsoring agencies are asking for comments from other agencies and from the public as to the
scope of alternatives and environmental impacts that should be considered for further study. Send your comments to the contact person
listed for the project by the date indicated. Read More

The following Scoping Notice has been submitted for publication in this edition.

1) Notice of Scoping for the Berlin TOD Boulevard Project

Municipality where proposed project might be located: Berlin
Address of Possible Project Location: 889 and 903 Farmington Avenue, Berlin

Project Description: The Department of Economic and Community Development (CT DECD) will be administering a grant to the Town of
Berlin for the development of a boulevard from Farmington Avenue to the Berlin Train Station. The boulevard will be constructed on parts of
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the Town owned sites at 889 and 903 Farmington Avenue and will connect to the Berlin Train Station site through property owned by the
State of Connecticut. The boulevard was originally funded by a Small Town Economic Assistance Program (STEAP) Grant in 2014 and was
intended to provide a second means of access and egress Train Station and to the Berlin Steel site to the north of the Train Station. The
Connecticut Department of Transportation significantly expanded parking at the Train Station to accommodate the increased demand
expected to be generated by the CTrail Hartford commuter rail line. The Berlin Station is now accessed only via the private Depot Road that is
shared with Berlin Steel and the boulevard will provide a second means to access both the Train Station and Berlin Steel properties.

The Town recently entered into an agreement with Newport Realty Group (Newport) to sell four properties at 861, 889, 903 and 913
Farmington Avenue (less the portion of 889 and 903 Farmington Avenue reserved for the boulevard). Newport will be developing these
parcels into a transit-oriented development (TOD) that includes development of 19,000 square feet of commercial space and 76 market rate
apartment units. Newport also plans to retain and renovate the existing building at 861 Farmington Avenue. The proposed boulevard will
now also serve the privately-funded TOD project in addition to providing access to the Train Station and the Berlin Steel site. The scope and
the cost of the boulevard project has expanded since 2014 when the STEAP grant was awarded, to accommodate the proposed private TOD-
development. It may be noted that the Berlin Steel site that can be accessed via the boulevard is also being targeted by the Town for a
potential future TOD project.

The boulevard right-of-way will be 68 feet in width. The pavement width will be designed to accommodate two travel lanes plus diagonal
parking. The boulevard will also include sidewalks and streetscape amenities. Underground utilities will be constructed including sanitary
sewer, water, storm drainage, natural gas and electric. The boulevard construction may be phased to accommodate the phased construction
of the TOD development. The Town will be in charge of the maintenance of the boulevard except for the sidewalks. Newport will take up the
responsibility of sidewalk maintenance once the boulevard is built-out as part of the Purchase and Sales agreement with the Town of Berlin.

Apart from the STEAP grant, the boulevard project could be funded from other state and local programs/funding sources.
Project Maps: Click here to view a map of the project area. Click here to view a site plan of the proposed project.

Written comments from the public are welcomed and will be accepted until the close of business on: Thursday, November 7,
2019

Any person can ask the sponsoring agency to hold a Public Scoping Meeting by sending such a request to the address below. If
a meeting is requested by 25 or more individuals, or by an association that represents 25 or more members, the sponsoring
agency shall schedule a Public Scoping Meeting. Such requests must be made by Friday, October 18, 2019.

Written comments and/or requests for a Public Scoping Meeting should be sent to:

Name: Mark Burno, Project Manager (Technical)
Agency: CT Dept. of Economic and Community Development

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 5
Hartford CT 06103

E-Mail: mark.burno@ct.gov

Address:

If you have questions about the scoping for this project, contact:

Name: Binu Chandy, Deputy Director
Agency: CT Dept. of Economic and Community Development

450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 5
Hartford CT 06103

Phone: 860.500.2454
E-Mail: binu.chandy@ct.gov

Address:

What Happens Next: The agency will make a determination whether to proceed with preparation of an Environmental Impact Evaluation or
a Post-Scoping Notice within six months. The decision will appear in the Environmental Monitor.

Scoping Notice - Post-Scoping Notice (Need More Time)
If an agency is unable to publish a Post-Scoping Notice within six months after the comment period for scoping, the agency will publish an

update with an action status and an estimate as to when a Post-Scoping Notice will be published. Such an update will be published by the
agency at six-month intervals until the Post-Scoping Notice is published. Read More

No notice for additional time has been submitted for publication in this edition.

Post-Scoping Notices

A Post-Scoping Notice is the determination by a sponsoring agency, after publication of a Scoping Notice and consideration of comments
received, whether an Environmental Impact Evaluation (EIE) needs to be prepared for a proposed State action. Read More

The following Post-Scoping Notices have been submitted for publication in this edition.
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1) Post-Scoping Notice for 1-95 Interchange 74 Improvements at Route 161
Project Title: 1-95 Interchange 74 Improvements at Route 161 and Replacement of Bridge No. 00250
Municipality where project will be located: East Lyme

CEPA Determination: On May 7, 2019 the Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT) published a Notice of Scoping to solicit
public comments for this project in the Environmental Monitor . In addition to comments received from the general public, CTDOT received
comments from the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, and the Connecticut Department of Public Health. The
CTDOT has taken all comments into consideration and has concluded that the project does not require the preparation of
Environmental Impact Evaluation under CEPA.

The agency's conclusion is documented in a Memo of Findings and Determination and Environmental Assessment Checklist.

If you have questions about the project, you can contact the agency at:
Name: Kevin Fleming, Transportation Planner 11

Agency: Connecticut Department of Transportation, Office of Environmental Planning
Address: 2800 Berlin Turnpike, Newington, CT 06131

Phone: (860) 594-2924

E-Mail: Kevin.Fleming@ct.gov

What happens next: The Connecticut Department of Transportation expects the project to go forward. This is expected to be the final
notice of the project to be published in the Environmental Monitor.

2. Post-Scoping Notice for University of Connecticut Ice Hockey Arena Development
Municipality where it would be located: Mansfield, CT
CEPA Determination: Beginning on May 21, 2019, the University of Connecticut published the first of three Notices of

Scoping (https://www.ct.gov/ceg/cwp/view.asp?a=987&0Q=608858 ) to solicit public comments for this proposed action in the Environmental
Monitor.

A public scoping meeting was held on June 11, 2019.

Comments were received during the public comment period and at the Public Scoping Meeting, with responses as follows:

e A letter was received from Patricia Bisacky of the CT Department of Public Health Drinking Water Sections stating that “the project does
not appear to be in a public water supply source water area; therefore, the Drinking Water Section has no comments at this time”.
RESPONSE: Noted.

e A letter was received from Town of Mansfield Mayor Paul M. Shapiro with the following comments:

Wetlands — It appears that the preferred site will involve significant direct wetland impacts. The town strongly encourages the
University to seek ways to reduce these direct impacts as well as provide substantial mitigation of any resulting impacts. Suggestion is
for the University to consult with the town’s Environmental Planner and Conservation Commission during the preparation of the EIE with
regard to potential mitigation measures. RESPONSE: The University will seek ways to reduce direct wetland impacts and mitigate as
necessary.

Stormwater — The Town is concerned with the location of the project within the Eagleville Brook watershed and the expansion of
surface parking (increased impervious surfaces) and impacts to the watershed and water quality of the brook because of this expanded
parking. Town encourages ways to reduce the impervious footprint of the development through Low Impact Development and Green
Infrastructure practices. RESPONSE: The University shares the Town's concern about the watershed and the design team will explore
ways to mitigate impacts accordingly.

Off Campus Parking and Traffic Impacts — The Town would like to see the addition of the Stafford Road/South Eagleville Road
intersection be added to the list of primary intersections to be evaluated in the Traffic Study. The Town emphasized as they did in their
comments on the Athletic District (Stadia) Project that the intersection of Separatist Road/South Eagleville Road is of particular concern
and that they want it assessed in the Traffic Study. The Town also requests that the University coordinate with them on the event
management parking and transportation plans due to the proximity of residences to the facility and because off-campus roads offer the
most convenient access to Lot I. RESPONSE: The University will conduct additional traffic counts and include the additional
intersection in its traffic impact study. The University will also continue to coordinate with the Town and State Police on its event
management plan as it relates to any off-campus impacts.

After consideration of the comments received, the University of Connecticut has determined t o proceed with the preparation of an
Environmental Impact Evaluation (EIE).
Agency contact :

Name: John Robitaille, Sr Project Manager

Agency: UConn | University Planning, Design & Construction
Address: 31 Ledoyt Road, Unit 3038, Storrs, CT 06269-3038
Phone:  (860) 486-5930

Fax: (860) 486-3117

E-Mail:  john.robitaille@uconn.edu
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Inquiries and requests to view and or copy documents, pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, must be submitted to the
sponsoring State Agency.

What Happens Next: The University of Connecticut is preparing an EIE and it will be published in a future edition of the Environmental
Monitor.

EIE Notice

After Scoping, an agency that wishes to undertake an action that could significantly affect the environment must produce, for public review
and comment, a detailed written evaluation of the expected environmental impacts. This is called an Environmental Impact Evaluation
(EIE). Read More

No EIE Notice has been submitted for publication in this edition.

Agency Record of Decision

After an Environmental Impact Evaluation (EIE) is developed, an agency will prepare a concise public record of decision, which takes into
consideration the agency’s findings in the EIE, and any comments received on that evaluation. Read More

No Record of Decision has been submitted for publication in this edition.

OPM's Determination of Adequacy

After an EIE is developed. the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) will determine if the Environmental Impact Evaluation (EIE) is
adequate. If not, OPM will specify the areas of inadequacy with reference to CEPA or the CEPA regulations and specify the corrective action
required. Read More

No Determination of Adequacy has been submitted for publication in this edition.

State Land Transfer Notice

Connecticut General Statutes Section 4b-47 requires public notice of most proposed sales and transfers of state-owned lands. The public has
an opportunity to comment on any such proposed transfer. Each notice includes an address where comments should be sent. Read more

about the process.

The following State Land Transfer Notice has been submitted for publication in this edition.

1) Notice of Proposed Land Transfer, Torrington

Complete Address of Property: 843-855 and 852 University Drive, Torrington, CT

Commonly used name of property or other identifying information: Former University of Connecticut Torrington Campus (the
“Campus Property”)

Number of acres to be transferred: 95.25 acres total. 843-855 and 852 University Drive consist of 91 acres and 4.25 acres, respectively.

Click to view map of property location

Description of Property

Below is some general information about the property. It should not be considered a complete description of the property and
should not be relied upon for making decisions. If only a portion of a property is proposed for transfer, the description pertains
only to the portion being transferred.

Brief Description of Historical and Current Uses: Before 1965, the Campus Property was undeveloped. It was acquired by the

University of Connecticut (“UConn”) in the 1960s for the purpose of establishing a branch campus in Torrington. The Campus Property now
consists of approximately 95 acres of land. There are two buildings on the Campus Property: the campus’s former classroom building (the
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“Classroom Building”) and an agricultural center that hosts UConn’s Extension program (the “Extension Center”).

The Classroom Building was built and opened for use in 1965 and was used by UConn to host academic programs and other campus activities
until the campus closed in the Spring 2016. The Extension Center was built and opened for use in 2001 and continues to be used by UConn
as an agricultural center in furtherance of UConn’s support of agricultural activities in Litchfield County. UConn will continue to use the
Extension Center for such purposes following the transfer of the Campus Property.

The Classroom Building and the Extension Center are located on 91 acres of land at the 843-855 University Drive location. A parking lot and a
cell tower are also located at this location. The remainder of this location consists of approximately 85 acres of unimproved wooded land (the
“Unimproved Land”).

The 852 University Drive location is across the street from the main portion of the former campus. This location consists of 4.25 acres of land
that includes at least a portion of the underground septic system that services the Classroom Building and the Extension Center.
The property to be transferred contains the following:
Structures: Buildings in use Buildings not in use [ No Structures
Other Features: Wooded land Nonagricultural fields [ Active agriculture
Paved areas Ponds, streams, other water, wetlands
Water Supply: Public water supply On-site well |:| Unknown
Waste Disposal: D Served by sewers On-site septic system D Unknown

Click to view aerial view of property
Click to view photographs of property

The property is in the following municipal zone(s):

VIResidential [JiIndustrial [] Commercial [] Institutional

Other: Special Exceptions granted for Educational, Cultural, Religious, Child Care, Philanthropic, Social & Fraternal Uses (Use Category
2.00) and Other Outdoor Activities (Use Category 6.99)

[INot zoned [J Not known

Special features of the property, if known: The Campus Property includes the Classroom Building and the Extension Center, as well as a
parking lot and a cell tower. The Classroom Building and the Extension Center are approximately 29,446 and 7,776 square feet, respectively.

Value of property, if known:
[11f checked, value is not known.

Links to other available information: Additional information about the Campus Property can be found at the University’s website. The
link is:_https://evpacfo.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2318/2018/05/Torrington_Campus_-RFEI.pdf .

Type of Sale or Transfer:
[vIsale or transfer of property in fee
[Jsale or transfer of partial interest in the property (such as an easement). Description of interest:

Proposed recipient, if known: UConn has entered into two Purchase and Sale Agreements with Five Points relating to the sale of the
Campus Property. Five Points has the right to assign its right to purchase the Unimproved Land to the City of Torrington. UConn
understands that the City of Torrington intends to acquire the Unimproved Land from Five Points and, upon such acquisition by the City, grant
Five Points the right to use the Unimproved Land. Neither UConn nor the State of Connecticut will be a party to those transactions.

Proposed use by property recipient, if known: UConn’s sale of the Campus Property to Five Points is conditioned on Five Points granting
UConn the right to continue to use the Extension Center and certain other portions of the Campus Property for the continuation of UConn
programs, such as the continued operation of the Extension Center as an agricultural center in furtherance of UConn’s support of agricultural
activities in Litchfield County and the operation of a wind tower for certain research activities.

The remainder of the Campus Property will be used by Five Points to establish an art and education campus, which is expected to include
some or all of the following contemplated uses:

e Art gallery;

e Art classes for children, teenagers, adults, families and senior citizens;

e Artist workshop spaces (such as printmaking, darkroom, painting and drawing space);

e Launchpad Expansion program, including skills and employment training for young art professionals;

e Sensory Garden located in courtyard of Building 1;

e Hosting lectures;

e Educational, cultural, philanthropic and social events, such as job fairs, art fairs, ceremonies and receptions, which may be located

indoors or outdoors;

e Accessory store for the provision of supplies, books, and other related goods to employees, students, and visitors of both UConn and
Five Points;

e Accessory office use and café use for employees, students, and visitors of both UConn and Five Points.

In addition to the above, Five Points also desires, in the future, to render the remaining 85+ undeveloped acres of 855 University Drive
accessible to its employees, students, and visitors, in a manner that both respects and enhances the natural beauty of that acreage.
Currently the Unimproved Land has no recreational features and is not widely accessible to the public. Contemplated future uses
include an art park, sensory sculpture gardens, environmental installations, landscape designs, and walking trails. It is contemplated
that these future uses will be available to the public. These enhancements and increased public access is planned to occur regardless
of whether the Unimproved Land is acquired directly by Five Points or is acquired by the City of Torrington.

The agency is proposing to transfer the property with the following restrictions on future uses: UConn is reserving the right
to continue to occupy and use the Extension Center building from Five Points and certain portions of the Campus Property for ongoing
research activities pursuant to a lease agreement that will be entered into between UConn and Five Points at or prior the sale’s closing.
The reservation of rights relating to UConn’s continued use of the Extension Center is also subject to certain orders entered into on
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September 16, 2019 by the Connecticut Superior Court (Shaban, J.). Except for these reserved uses of the Extension Center and
Campus Property by UConn, UConn is not proposing any other restrictions on future uses of the Campus Property.
[ 1f checked, the state is not currently proposing restrictions on future uses.

Reason the State of Connecticut is proposing to transfer this property: UConn has closed its Torrington branch campus
operations and ceases to have any use for the Campus Property, except with respect to the Extension Center. By transferring the
Campus Property, UConn will reduce the expenses it incurs to continue to maintain and operate the Campus Property, including the
Classroom Building. The transfer of the Campus Property also provides an opportunity for the Classroom Building to be reutilized in a
manner that benefits the City of Torrington and the surrounding community.

Comments from the public are welcome and will be accepted until the close of business on November 7, 2019.

Comments may include (but are not limited to) information you might have about significant natural resources or
recreation resources on the property, as well as your recommendations for means to preserve such resources.

Written comments™ should be sent to:

Name: Paul Hinsch

Agency: Office of Policy and Management

Address: 450 Capitol Avenue MS#52 ASP
Hartford, CT 06106-1379

E-Mail: Paul.hinsch@ct.gov

*E-Mail submissions are preferred. (Comments from state agencies must be on agency letterhead and signed by agency head.
Scanned copies are preferred.)

What Happens Next?

To find out if this proposed transfer is the subject of further notices, check future editions of the Environmental Monitor. Sign up for e-alerts to receive a reminder e-mail on
Environmental Monitor publication dates.

The Adobe Reader is necessary to view and print Adobe Acrobat documents, including some of the maps and illustrations that are linked

to this publication. If you have an outdated version of Adobe Reader, it might cause pictures to display incompletely. To download up-to-date
versions of the free software, click on the Get Acrobat button, below. This link will also provide information and instructions for downloading
and installing the reader.

f\‘vﬁel -;tmclllaf Download the free Acrobat Reader! Access. Adobe is a tool that allows blind and visually impaired users to read any documents
Adobe eader

in Adobe PDF format. For more information, read the product overview at Adobe.com.
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