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LAW AND REGULATIONS CONCERNING THE
INSPECTION AND SHIPMENT OF NURSERY
STOCK IN CONNECTICUT*

W. E. BRITTON, STATE ENTOMOLOGIST

The present law governing the inspection and transportation of nursery
stock was enacted in 1925, and published as Chapter 265, Public Acts of
1925. 1In the revision of the General Statutes of 1930, this law appears in
slightly different form in Sections 2135 to 2140, inclusive, as follows:

Sec. 2135. Certificate of inspection of imported nursery stock. All nursery
stock shipped into this state shall bear on each package a certificate that the contents
of such package have been inspected by a state or government officer and that such
contents appear free from all dangerous insects and diseases, If nursery stock shall
have been brought into the state without such a certificate, the express, freight or
other transportation company or person shall, before delivering shipment to consignee,
notify the state entomologist of the facts, giving name and address of consignee, origin
of shipment and approximate number of cars, boxes or packages and probable date of
delivery to the consignee. The state entomologist may cause the inspection and, if
infested, the treatment of the stock. No person, firm or corporation shall unpack
any woody field-grown nursery or florists’ stock brought into this state from foreign
countries except in the presence of an inspector unless given permission to do so by
the state entomologist or one of his assistants. If such stock shall be found infested
with any dangerous pests, the state entomologist may order it treated. Any person
violating any of the provisions of this section shall be fined not more than fifty dollars.
No provision of section 6132 shall be construed to apply to any bale, box, package or

*Revision of Bulletin of Immediate Information No. 50, 1925.
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load or to the contents thereof, which shall be transported into this state from outside
the state, provided the same shall be labeled in such a manner as to indicate the place
from which it shall have been transported and shall be accompanied by the certificate
prescribed by this section.

Sec. 2136. Nursery stock; powers of State Entomologist. The state en-
tomologist or his assistants shall, upon application, inspect at least once each year all
nurseries at which woody field-grown hardy trees and plants shall be grown for sale
or shipment ;. may inspect any nursery stock when dug, before shipment or at destina-
tion; may inspect nurseries at any time for the purpose of controlling plant pests or
to ascertain whether such pests exist in nurseries; may prescribe forms for registra-
tion, certificates and permits and may make rules and regulations regarding time
and methods of inspection ; may destroy or treat or order the destruction or treatment
of, and prohibit the movement of, plants infested with dangerous pests, may codperate
with agents of the United States department of agriculture in the inspection of nur-
series and control of plant pests; may, at reasonable times, enter any public or private
grounds in performance of his duties under the provisions of this section and sections
2137 and 2138. In case orders shall be issued for the destruction or treatment of
infested plants, the owner, manager or agent of the nursery shall, within a reasonable
time from the date of such order, destroy such plants as shall be ordered destroyed
and make such treatment within the time specified in the order or be subject to the
penalty provided in section 2140,

_Sec. 2137. Nurserymen and dealers to register. All nurserymen shall register
with the state entomologist each year, on or before July first, and make application
for inspection, and furnish such data on such blanks as the state entomologist shall
prescribe and furnish., In case a nurservman shall fail to make such application on
or before July first, he shall pay to the state entomologist the cost of such inspection,
All firms, stores and individuals who shall sell but shall not grow nursery stock shall
be classed as dealers, and shall, each year, on or before March first, register with
the state entomologist, giving the chief sources of their nursery stock and such data
as he may require, on such forms as he may prescribe and furnish, and the state
entomologist may issue a permit allowing such dealer to sell sugh nursery stock.
Each nursery outside the state, hefore shipping nursery stock into the state, shall
file with the state entomologist a copy of a valid inspection certificate and the state
entomologist may issue a permit allowing such nursery to ship stock into the state.
The state entomologist shall keep a record of all money received as costs for in-
spection, and such money shall be deposited with the state treasurer.

Sec. 2138. Nursery certificate. Uninspected stock. The state entomologist
shall issue to regular nurseries certificates, valid until the first day of August follow-
jng the date of issue and covering the stock inspected and such other stock as shall
ha\-'c‘hccn received under valid certificates of inspection and may issue temporary
permits covering certain portions thereof, and permits to dealers. All such certificates
and permits may be revoked for cause, Nursery stock which shall not have been
inspected or stock from a nursery not holding a valid certificate of inspection shall
not be sold or transported, and transportation companies shall refuse to accept any
shipment not bearing such certificate or some form' of permit issued by the state
entomologist, and all nurserymen shall furnish a certificate, and all dealers a permit,
to accompany cach package of stock sold or transported, but no provision of section
2136, 2137 or 2138 shall prevent or render liable any person or firm transporting
stock from one field or property to another field or property belonging to or operated
by such person or firm when such stock is not to be immediately sold or offered for
sale and when such transportation shall not violate any established federal or state
embargo or quarantine regulations,

Sec. 2139. Nursery and nursery stock defined. I7or the purposes of sections
2136, 2137 and 2138, any place at which hardy trees, shrubs and vines shall be
propagated or grown out of doors for commercial purposes shall be considered a
nursery, and such stock shall be regarded as pursery stock. Hardy herbaceous
perennial plants, including strawberry plants, may be subject to the same provisions
regarding inspection and pest control, if, in the opinion of the state entomologist, it
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shall be desirable to control the movement of such plants. Florists' ordinary plants,
unless woody and field-grown, shall not be included.

Sec. 2140. Penalty. Appeal. Any person who shall interfere with the state
entomologist or his assistant in the performance of his duties under the provisions
of sections 2136, 2137 and 2138, or any person, firm or corporation who shall violate
any of the provisions thereof, shall be fined not more than fifty dollars. Any person
aggrieved by any order issued under the provisions of sections 2136, 2137 and 2138
may appeal to the superior court, or to any judge thereof if said court shall not be in
session, and said court or such judge may grant such relief or issue such order or
judgment in the premises as to equity may appertain.

Registration

All persons who grow nursery stock for sale or shipment are required
to register with the State Entomologist each year before July 1. The
annual inspection of nurseries begins in July and nurseries in existence
the preceding year must bear the cost of inspection if they fail to register
before July 1.

All persons who buy and sell but do not grow nursery stock are also
required to register with the State Entomologist and receive a dealer’s
permit.. No inspection is required, but a dealer is supposed to handle only
stock procured from regular nurseries holding certificates.

Ingpection and Pest Control

In July, after the nurseries have registered, the inspection force examines
the nurseries by groups to avoid unnecessary travel, beginning with those
that request early attention. In case pests-are found, directions for eradi-
cating or controlling them are given by the inspector or sent from the
office, and the owner or manager is expected to carry them out promptly
and to notify this office when completed, Pests must be eradicated before
a certificate can be issued.

Nursery Certificates

The original certificate issued by the State Entomologist under Section
2138, is to be kept in the nurseryman's possession, and is not to be
attached to any package of nursery stock. It applies to the whole nursery
which has been inspected and to such purchased stock as has been received
from other nurseries under the certificate of a state or government officer.
If any stock is received from outside the state unaccompanied by such a
certificate, the State Entomologist should be notified at once so that it may
be inspected.

An exact transcript of the certificate including number and date may
be printed on labels or tags for shipping and must be attached to each
package sent out of the nursery. An additional statement, made by the
owner, that the stock has been fumigated will be required in some states,
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The law now requires that the inspection certificate be attached to every
package shipped to points both within the State of Connecticut and outside.
Please see that a copy always accompanies each sale whether shipped by
freight, express, mail, automobile or whether carried away by the pur-
chaser.

After the date of expiration, which is a part of each certificate, the
document becomes invalid and should not be attached to any box, bale or
package. The nurseryman has ne right to change the date or any other
portion of the certificate.

The improper use or abuse of a certificate will not be tolerated, and the
certificate may be revoked for cause.

Duplicate copies of certificates for filing in other states will be furnished
on request of the nurseryman.

Dealer’s Permits

The original permit issued by the State Entomologist under Section
2137, should be kept in the dealer’s possession and is not to be attached
to any package or shipment of nursery stock, though copies may be made
for this purpose. These may be typewritten or printed and a copy must
go with each separate sale from stores, and with each shipment or package
of nursery stock transported. This copy must be an exact transcript, and
must include number, date of issue and of expiration. After the expiration
date, the permit becomes invalid and should not be used. The dealer has
no right to alter the date or any other portion of the permit. This permit
may be revoked for improper use or abuse, and for not complying with the
law.

Shipper’s Permits

The shipper’'s permit is issued to nurserymen in other states who file
applications and duplicate signed copies of their state inspection certificates.
The original permit should be kept, and a copy (typed or printed) together
with a copy of the inspection certificate of the state in which the nursery
is situated should accompany each shipment into Connecticut.

Package Certificates

Occasionally individuals and firms not in the nursery business wish to
ship a few trees or shrubs but cannot do so without inspection certificates.
If such materials can be inspected by our men on their usual trips without
extra travel and expense, this will be done on request, as an accommodation.
Other inspections may be arranged by special appointment, or plants can
be sent to-the Station with address and postage for forwarding, and here
they will be examined and sent along.

The U. S. Postal Laws and Regulations, Section 467, Paragraph 2,
governs the mailing of plants and plant products, and reads as follows:
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“Nursery stock, including all field-grown florists’ stock, trees, shrubs, vines,
cuttings, grafts, scions, buds, fruit pits and other seeds of fruit and ornamental trees
or shrubs, and other plants and plant products for propagation, except field, vegetable
and flower seeds, bedding plants and other herbaceous plants, bulbs and roots, may
be admitted to the mails only when accompanied with a certificate from a State or
Government inspector to the effect that the nursery or premises from which such
nursery stock is shipped has been inspected within a year and found free from injurious
insects and plant diseases, and the parcel containing such nursery stock is plainly
marked to show the nature of the contents and the name and address of the sender.”

Such materials may be mailed without certificate to any Agricultural
Experiment Station or to the United States Department of Agriculture.
Florists’ plants (not woody, field-grown) and vegetable or other annual
herbaceous plants do not require certificates but must be plainly marked
as to contents, origin and destination, Package certificates apply only
to the contents of the packages on which they are placed, and the contents
of which have been examined.

Quarantines

Both State and Federal quarantines prohibit the movement of nursery
stock and forest products from the area quarantined on account of the
gipsy moth to any point outside of that area, without inspection and special
certificate. State and Federal quarantines prohibit the shipment of willow
and poplar outside of the area quarantined on account of the satin moth
and no inspection will be made or certificates issued.

Shipments to points, outside the area covered by the Federal Japanese
beetle quarantine must bear special certificates. On account of the European
corn borer, quarantines have been established by about 31 states, and
certain susceptible plants grown in the infested area of the northeastern
and middle western states must be certified if they are to be shipped into
states protected by state quarantines.

Federal inspectors will be stationed at convenient points to cover the
quarantined area of the State. Applications for such inspections may be
made to the nearest Federal inspector or to the following:

J. Peter Johnson, Deputy in Charge of Federal Quarantines in
Connecticut,

W. E. Britton, State Entomologist, In Charge of State Quarantine
and Inspection Service,

Agricultural Experiment Station,
New Haven, Conn,



