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By W.. E. Britton, Zntomologist.
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THE EUROPEAN RED MITE IN CONNECTICUT.
In the summer of 1920, this pest was discovered in a

number of Connecticut orchards; it is now known to be present
“in the following towns: Greenwich, Georgetown, Danbury, Mil-

ford, Branford, Cuilford, Wallirgford, Middletows, lleriden,
North Haven and Farmington. I%. is an Buropéan species which
has occurred in Ontarlo, Canada, for at least five years, and’
has been renorted from Pennsylvania and New Jersey.

Though it attacks other fruit trees 'in Europe, the most
serious infestations noticed in Connecticut have been on Bald-
win apple trees. A certain orchard in Branford was severely
injured in 1920; the leaves were brown in July and were notice-
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able as far away as the orchard could be seen. The fruit was

much under size at harvest time. Some injury was apparent on

Hurlburt and McIntosh, but Greening did not seem to be injured,

though mites were present. 1
summer treatment with a dust mixture and several sprays

did not prove sufficiently beneficial to warrant the treatment.

The facts regarding the presence of this mite in Connecti-
cut and its possible seriousness as an orchard pest were placed
before the members of the Connecticut Pomological Society at
the annual meeting in Hartford, December 14-15, 1920, and will
in due time be printed in the Réport of the Society (See Report
of Committee on Injurious Insects, Proceedings of 3Cth :Annual
Meeting, Connecticut Pomological Society). . Several members
asked how they could contirocl the pest; no definite answer could
be given, but a promise was made to send out information as soon
as saiisfactory conirol measures could be discovered.

4 much more detailed account of this mite with description
was prepsared by Dr.  Philip Garman, assistant entomologist of
this Station, and will soon be issued in tha TWentTetlh Report of— —w—
the State Entomologist (Bulletin :226 of this Spation).
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WHERE TO LOOK FOR EGGS.

The mite passes the winter in the form of reddish globular
eggs on the bark of the trees. They are usually plac=d around
the fruit and leaf buds and in the axils of branches.on the
twigs, but sometimes are on the bark of trunk and large branches.:
They often give a distinctly reddish color to the tree when they
arc present in great numbers.

CONTROL MEASURES.

"~ For the past month Dr.  Garman has made many laboratory
tests of different liquids in an attempt to find something that
will kill the eggs, and though the matter is by no means com-
pleted or settled, so far the miscible oils like "Scalecide"
have proved more effective than lime-sulphur, nicotine solutior
or any of_the other ppeparétions tezsted, as the following table
shows: T ' '
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LABORATORY TEETS WITH COMMERCIAL INSECTICIDES
FOR CONTROL OF THE EUROPEAN RED MITE IN THE EGG STAGE.

x Total ceng
Experi- number hatched
ment o] e%g& in
number.,: Treatment. treated.: 3 weeks.
: | i :
1 | Scalecide 1-15 | 1078 Q.0
d T -
ilee—Sulphur 1-9 e I _ & %ggs uzewe%g ggs
2 2166 16. 0 1f erent ortlon
JNlcotlne Sul;ja(l%ate ein }_e anc %
1-50 0 of mikture 81* een cuu
| go sma X one 1n each
/ :B.To' Xt en-
5 15 Pbs.~ 50 gale.. | 1047 26.1 mB 3 i
* e o?ré congig%fd g
4 ‘None 124:21 52. 0 86 % gn lf—
o er%n ﬁnc and
B {Lime-Sulphur 1-9 773 34,6 agfe 1gu% ompar—
| f d &nt
6 (Sulco V.B.. 1-25 482 28.3 egggcerggrg uéeger <
o tﬂone 8L, 1 38..0

- = It—should be noted—-that these tests were made In a small =
way and must be confirmed by field experiments, but before this
can be done it will be too late this season to benefit those
orchardists whe wish promptly to check this pest in their or-
chards.- Hence this Bulletin. :

RECOMMENDATIONS.:

Where this pest is present in dangerous abundance, the
trees should be sprayed very thoroughly so that every twig and
portion of the bark is covered, using "Scalecide" or some other
miscible oil (1 part in 15 parts of water).: This spraying may
be done any time before the leaves appear, or before they be-
come large enough to be injured by the spray..

CAUTION: All oil mixtures are apt to separate slightly
on long standing; the light ingredients will rise to the top and
will not mix with water.: As this may injure the trees, it is
never safe to remove any of the oil for spraying until after the
contents of the original package have been thoroughly mixed by
shaking or stirring. 'Also see that the mixture is kept well
agitated while spraying.




