




vi CONNECTICUT EXPERIMENT STATION REPORT, 1917.

LEGISLATION AFFECTING THE STATION.
The General Assem�ly, at its last ··s�ssion, increased the biennial

appropriation to the Station for current expenses by $2 500 and

to the State Entomologist by $4000. . 
It also appropriated $40,000 for the suppression of the gipsy

and brown-tail moths and for inspection of imported nursery
stock, $15,000 for the control of the white-pine blister rust,
$5,000 for the purchase of land for State forests, and $9,000 for 

the Forest Fire Warden service. 
A special appropriation of $28,000 was also made to the Station

for the building of a heating plant. 
The General Assembly also added considerably to the duties

of the Station by the following Acts : 
Chapter 23 provides that the Director shall have charge of all

matters pertaining to the official control of insects or diseases
which are, or threaten to be, serious pests, and gives him power,
with approval of the governor, to make rules for the destruction
of infested stock and to prohibit or regulate transportation of
plants which may carry dalngerous pests. He may also establish
quarantines against other States or section of this State, after
giving a public hearing on the matter. 

Chapter 262 authorizes the Director to investigate and control
the white-pine blister rust ·or currant rust and to destroy all
pines, gooseberries, or currants infected with the disease. He
may <:J.esignate districts within which all wild species which are
liable to infection may be destroyed. 

Chapter 402 amends Chapter 264 of the Acts of 1915 and places
the work of drainage of marshes for mosquito elimination in
charge of the Director , wherever the State is to bear a share of the
expense. It provides for due notice in advance to property
owners whpse land is to be ditched, for hearings in case of griev­
ance, for assessment of benefits and damages, 'etc. It further
provides that the Director shall maintain and keep in repair 

ditches, tide-gates, etc., which have been constructec;l hitherto with
his approval, the State paying one-fourth and the town or borough 

three-fourths of this expense. 
A special law also required the Director to assess damages 

resulting from the ditching of marsh land with each of eight
citizens of Branford who made a claim to the Assembly for
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damages. In case of disagreement, an arbitrator was to be 

appointed and the decision of two of the three wa,s to be final.

One-half of any assessed damage was to be paid by the State and 

one-half by the town of Branford. . . 
The work on the suppression of the gipsy and brown-tail

rnoths, on the inspection of imported n�rsery stock, and on the

ontrol of the white-pine blister rust will be reported by those 
c 

embers of the staff to whom the work was assigned, when the 

:tire work of the calendar year is compl_eted. 

The Act providing for a heating plant did _ not make the appro-

priation available,until October 1, 1917.' ';"�1ch expose� u� to �he 

danger of being obliged to close the institution.at any time durmg

the winter when our worn-out heater might give out completel!.

Arrangement was finally made by which _we were able �o begm 

construction on July 8th. Various delays m the work will make 

it impossible to provide heat until the latter part of Novem�er.

This results in much discomfort and a large expense for heatmg

with gas but we hope with no other material loss. 

Th� n�w building is a one-story structure of brick and concrete,

provided with a coal capacity of 180 tons and an 8� horse_-p�wer 

tubular boiler which supplies heat to all the Station buildmgs,

the condensed water returning by gravity. 
Und�r the powers granted by Chapter 23, it has not yet .been 

necessary for the Director to order destruction of stock or estab-

lish quarantines of. any kind. . 
Under the provisions of Chapter 262, the Di_rector a�pomted 

Dr . Britton to have charge of the fall inspection of pmes �nd 

ribes in all nurseries and to help, as far as possible, in the spnng
inspection ; Dr. Clinton to have entire charge �£ all _botanical
studies relating to the nature and spread of the pme ?hster �st,
and Mr. Stoddard to work under his direction on botamcal studies ;
Mr. Filley to have charge of the work of scouting and des�roying
the blister rust and to employ the necessary laborers, with the 

assistance of Mr. Moss. Mr. Filley also kept the accounts of all
expenses incurred in the work. 

Under the requirements of Chapter 402, the director had to
supervise during the summer both the ditching and other work
of mosquito elimination orf 600 acres of salt marsh, and the 

clearing and maintenance of ditches and culverts on 4108 acres 

of marsh previously drained.
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