
































CONNECTICUT EXPERIME NT STATIO N REPORT, !_909-1910.

NUTRIENTS PER CAN OF DRAINED PEAS, IN GRAMS. 
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Petits Pois .. ·-·--·-···-··----- 0.90,4. 70 3. 14 10.29 25.97 1.91 1.23 6.22 16.44 3.31
Petits Pois Extra Fins.·-····-· 0.91 5.2612.97 12.86 24.00 1.63 1.34 5.69 14.49 3.82 
Petits Pois Fins.-··· .... ·----- 0.61 5.46 3.02 10.91 28.00 I. 76 I. 26, 3. 78120. 37 3.85 
Extra Fins or Extra Sifted--··-- I.13 4.88 2.78 II.21 25.00 I.62 1.16 7.77

1
13.09 4.14 

Early June Extra Sifted __ ·--····- 1.43 5.3913.78 15.35 33.05 2.14 r.64 7.36 20-47 5.22 
Sifted or Fins ....... _ .. _. _ .. _. r.62 6.55 3.87 16.47 41.49 1.76 2.II 10.61 26.19 4.69 
Early June Sifted·-·····-····· 1.55 7.25 4.35 19.50 53.35 2.43 1.92 7. !0 141.88 4.37
Early June .......... ···- ..••.. 1.76 7.1714.53 19.79 50. 75 2.49 2.04 6. 15138.93 5.67
Marrow Sifted ................ 2.1818.o6( 58 20.34 48.84 2.37 2.21 4.96135.98 7.90 
Marrow .. ·- ..... ·-. ____ .. _ ... 1.45 8.03 4.94 24.00 66.58 2.26 2.68 7.83155. 14 3.61
Telephone··········-·-·-····· 2.15 6.96 14.54 18.04 42.31 2.641.90,12.05125 04 5.22 

Metallic Contaminations. 
To give the peas what the consumer has come to regard as a

more attractive appearance, salts of copper or zinc are frequently
used, especially in peas imported from Europe. The quantity of
these metals present is usually small, and its effect on the health
of the cogsumer has been a subject of long and still unsettled
controversy. It is generally conceded that the occasional inges­
tion of a small amount of a copper or zinc salt may result in no
noticeable injury to health. But the continued and regular
ingestion of even small quantities of these metallic salts must be
considered as at least prejudicial to health. While the Federal
Government has taken a wavering attitude on this subject, first
prohibiting the importation of "greened" peas, then later remov­
ing this embargo, provided the peas did not "contain an excessive
amount of copper," the present requirement is that where "green­
ing" is practiced, the fact must be clearly stated on the label. In
this way the choice is left to the consumer, whether or not he
shall use the artificially colored product.

Another source of metallic contamination is the tin used in
making the container. In this country there is no restriction as
to the quality of the tin employed, and in consequence the tin of
some cans has been found to contain as much as 12 per cent. of
lead.* Lead as a constituent of food products has as yet found

* McE!roy and Bigelow, lac. cit.
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Lead was not found with certainty in any sample, although m

six its absence was questionable. . . 
Copper was found in fourteen samples, in twelve of which its

presence was stated on the label. The othe� t;"o, N ?s. 23�93 �nd

238o8, Lemoine Petits Pois Fins, and Rodier s f!etits Pois Fins,

must be considered adulterated, as they contamed 27 and 14

mgms. of copper per kilo of drained peas, respectively. The

copper content of the "greened" peas ranged from 8 to 67 mgms.

per kilo. The amounts of copper found in 23825, 2374 9 �nd 
23949, namely, 4 5, 5 8  and 67 mgms. per kilo, are very excessive.
In no case was copper found in peas packed in this country. 

TABLE V.-COPPER IN DRAlNED PEAS. 

Sold as 

I 
Copper 

I 
i

Mgms. c= 
per kilo .2 
of pca!l.. ; 

Sold as 

Copper 
Mgms. 
per kilo 
of peas. 

---1---------- --- ---1----------1---
23936 
23949 
23816 
23825 
23750 
23749 
23793 

•Petits Pois . ___ .... __ . 
. .. ,, 
* ..
* ..
*Petits Pois Extra Fins 
*P�t,its Pois Fins ..•... ,, 

8 67 15 45 18 58 27 

23808 
123807 23791 
123755 23812 23931 23927 

Petits Pois Fins ..... . 
*Extra Fins·-·········
* "

*Fins ................ . * ..
* "
*Medium ........... . 

* Labeled "colored with sulphate of copper."

14 13 I6 25 15 28 9 
Tin was found in weighable quantities in eighty-eio-ht of the11 I samples. The quantity ranged from 2 to 395
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