State of Connecticut
GEORGE JEPSEN
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Hartford
March 28,2013

At1ists Collective, Inc.
1200 Albany Aveneu
Hartford, 06112

In the wake of the brutal and senseless killing of twenty children and six adults at the
Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, people from across the world have been moved to
make millions of dollars in charitable contributions. In response to this outpouring, dozens of
organizations and individuals have established funds or conducted fundraising events to collect
these contributions. Like so many, we are heartened by this outpouring of sympathy and
supp011.
Consistent with the responsibilities to oversee charitable activities and fundraising in
Connecticut, we are requesting infonnation about your organization's fundraising and charitable
efforts. In all circumstances, donors need information to help make informed giving decisions
and to understand the purposes for which their gifts will be used. This is pat1icularly important and challenging - when so much money is being raised so quickly.
To promote transparency and encourage further giving, we request that you provide
responses to the questions in the attached document. We understand that you are cun·ently
responding to needs of the victims, and do not want to distract you from your effotis.
Accordingly, we have attempted to limit our questions to those that can be answered with limited
effort and disruption, but which will provide important information to the public at this stage of
the relief efforts. In the coming months, we expect to reach out to you for additional infonnation,
including more detail about how donations have been expended and the steps taken to prevent
fraud and/or misuse of resources. This is a voluntary request for information, but we strongly urge
you to participate so this important information can be provided, through our websites or other
means, to the giving public.
Please email your responses to the questions in the attached document to
Nancy.Santoro@ct.gov by April12, 2013. If you are unable to provide responses by this date
because of your ongoing relief eff011s or for some other reason, please let us know. An
electronic copy of the attached document may be downloaded at
http://www.ct.gov/ag/lib/ag/charties/sandyhookfundraising-web.doc or obtained by sending an
email to Nancy.Santoro@ct.gov. You can reach us at (860) 808-5020.

We look forward to working with you in promoting the best interests of the Newtown
communit/\d all victims of the Sandy Hook tragedy.

sJertly,
~

EJEPSEN
Connecticut Attomey General

~~~WILLIAM M. RUBENSTEIN
Commissioner
Department of Consumer Protection

Connecticut Office of Attorney General
Connecticut Department of Consumer Protection
Sandy Hook Reliefinformation
Name of Organization,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
I. What is the approximate dollar amount of donations and pledges that your
organization has received to date in response to the Sandy Hook tragedy?

2. Will these funds be used solely for victims Sandy Hook tragedy? If not,
approximately what portion will be used for relief for victims and what other
purposes, and in what proportions, will funds be used for?

3. Approximately how much has your organization spent to date on Sandy Hook
tragedy?

4. What services has your organization provided to those affected by the Sandy Hook
tragedy? What populations or class of victims are being served by your organization in
response to Sandy Hook? What services does it expect to provide in the future?

5. Has your organization provided funding to other organizations for purposes related to
the Sandy Hook tragedy? If so, which organizations have received those funds and what
is the approximate dollar amount provided to them? How does your organization
determine the need for funding?

6. Has your organization provided, or does it intend to provide, direct financial
assistance to individuals, families or businesses for Sandy Hook relief? If so, what is the
approximate dollar amount that your organization has provided to date and approximately
how much direct financial assistance does it expect to provide in the future? How does
your organization determine the need for assistance?

7. Does your organization have a plan in place on how to use any surplus funds not spent
for Sandy Hook tragedy? If so, please describe that plan.

Name and title of representative

Date

Please email this document with your responses to Nancy.Santoro@ct.gov by April 12,
2013. You may obtain an electronic copy of this document at
http://www.ct.gov/ag/lib/ag/charities/sandyhookfundraising-web.doc or by emailing a
request to Nancy.Santoro@ct.gov.

JACKIE McLEAN, FOUNDER
CREATIVE CONSULTANT

April4, 2013

1200 ALBANY AVENUE, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06112

(860) 527-3205

Office of the Attorney General
Attorney General Jepsen
55 Elm Sh·eet
I-Iartford.. CT 06106

Dear Attorney General Jepsen:
I am responding to yom commrutication of March 28 1" concenting the Sandy Hook donations.
As you are aware, the Artists Collective is one of the three organizations selected by the parents of
Ana Marquez Green requesting that donations be sent in lieu of flowers.
The Artists Collective was selected because the child's Father, Jimmy Greene, was a student here at
the AC as a ymmg teenager, was mentored by my husband, and graduated from the Jackie McLean
Institute, Hart School, University of Hartford prior to his professional career.
Both parents kept a very close relationship with me and the Artists Collective and we were pleased
and honored that they chose to honor the Collective in this mrumer knowing that the donations
would be used to assist our programs in serving other youth and children.
We understru1d the need for the inquiry; however it does not apply to our organization.
I would also like to take tltis time to tl1ru1k you for attending our Slmdes of Harlem dinner/cabru·et
extravaganza this past December ru1d hope you will join us again at future events.

sincerely,

/

il~--~

(\

cLeru1
\ Fotmdil}g Executive Director
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APR 1 0 2013

Dollie Mclean, Executive Director

"Our song, our toil, our cheer

Would America hal'e heen America wahout her Negro People?" WE. B. DuBois

Civil rights advocate W .E.B. Dt1Boi~ ( !868-1963) was one of the founders of the NAAt'P. DuBois

\\'<h <I

noted writer, historian, scholar, educator and sociologist.

