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Coventry Scoping Notice Response to Comments

[bookmark: _Hlk170909079]January 30, 2026


Scoping for the project began on November 18, 2025, and ended on December 18, 2025. The Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) received comments from the Council on Environmental Quality dated December 17, 2025. DEEP also received comments from the Department of Public Health dated December 16, 2025.  

Comments from the Council on Environmental Quality. 
Responses in Bold.

The Council notes that the following environmental conditions might exist within the project area:

· Portions of the existing site of Coventry’s WPCF and/the identified alternate routes between the WPCF and the proposed connection with the Town of Windham’s collection system intersect with DEEP Natural Diversity Database (NDDB) buffer areas.
· DEEP and Coventry shall review and confirm any overlap of the proposed activities with the NDDB buffer areas as part of the EIE development process.

· The identified alternate routes would intersect with inland wetland soils, Class A surface waters, and prime farmland soils.
· DEEP and Coventry shall review and confirm any overlap of the proposed activities with areas of concern as part of the EIE development process.

· The existing Coventry WPCF and most of the identified routes are not within a flood hazard area; however, a potential pumpstation located at 120 Main Street in Coventry is within the flood zone of the Willimantic River.
· The pump station would be at the treatment plant, located at 394 Main Street, and is above the elevation of the Willimantic River flood zone. However, the location of any new structure in relation to a FEMA designated flood zone will be verified through the EIE development process.

· Two of the identified routes, Alternatives 1 and 3b, would require horizontal directional drilling beneath the Willimantic River and a railroad crossing.
· The impacts of these alternatives will be reviewed and weighed as part of the EIE development process.

· The top layer of soils from the existing rapid infiltration basins (RIB) might contain metals, petroleum-based compounds, pesticides, and/or polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB).
· Proper testing and handling of any contaminated material will be employed following applicable regulatory standards and BMPs.


Comments from the Department of Public Health. 
Responses in Bold.

The proposed Project area(s) contain multiple public drinking water systems (PWS) and public drinking water supply wells (collectively ‘Wells’). Sewer expansion can reduce septic loading where failing or high-risk systems exist but may also introduce construction and operational risks to Wells if not appropriately designed and managed. DPH offers the following comments for consideration during the continued development of the Project:

· There are numerous small public water systems located in the existing and proposed areas of sewer infrastructure. DPH recommends that a comprehensive review be conducted to ensure that none of the proposals will have sewer infrastructure encroach on the regulatory setback distances to any public water supply well. DPH and the public water systems can assist in this analysis where well location data may not be available.
· This will be accounted for during the EIE development process and any regulatory setback areas will be identified in design documents.

· The Town should maintain the groundwater monitoring network around the RIBs to track nitrogen species, chloride/sodium, conductivity, organics, bacterial indicators, and PFAS screening. Monitoring should continue at least through alternative selection and, if the RIBs are retained, be tied to action thresholds and corrective measures.
· This will be accounted for during the EIE development process.

· If any new pump stations are proposed they should be as far removed from public drinking water supply wells as possible.
· The only proposed pump station would be located at the existing plant, away from any supply wells. However, any regulatory setbacks will be identified in the design documents.

· Construction, operations and system maintenance should follow the Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion & Sediment Control1 and the Connecticut Stormwater Manual2.
· This will be accounted for during the EIE development process.

· The Emergency Response Plan should identify risks to public water systems and include provisions for immediate notification to affected PWS operators, the Eastern Highlands Health District (EHHD), DPH and the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) for any release or bypass and provide for post-incident water-quality monitoring of any potentially impacted well.
· This will be accounted for during the EIE development process and included in subsequent design and construction documents.

· Coordination with each PWS and EHHD is strongly recommended before and during construction. DPH recommends that the Town provides each with a copy of current plans, points of contact, and reasonable access for observations during construction, commissioning of pump stations, and force-main pressure testing.
· This will be accounted for during the EIE development process and included in any design and construction documents.


Based on the evaluations of these comments and on the scope of this project, it is recommended that an Environmental Impact Evaluation is warranted.  Should you have any questions, please contact me at robin.rittgers@ct.gov.
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