
   

 

   
 

ILLUMINATING BLACK 
HISTORY & CULTURE 
THROUGH ART 

Directions: Explore resources, read one article, watch 
one video, and listen to a recording of your choice from 
the list below. Feel free to go big and read them all to 
support planning learning and teaching. 

 

 

READ 
Read one or more articles   

• The Association for the Study of African American Life and History- 2024 African Americans and the Arts 

• National Art Gallery- 16 Black Artists to Know 

• Poetry Foundation- The Black Arts Movement 

• History-Black Women in Art and Literature 

• National Museum of African American History & Culture- A New African American Identity: The Harlem 

Renaissance 

• TIME- The 25 Defining Works of the Black Renaissance 

• The Philadelphia Tribune-The evolution of African-American dance in America 

• NYU- The Transformative History of African American Theater: From the African Grove Theater to "Shuffle 

Along" 

 

 

WATCH 
Watch one or more videos   

• (2:12) Black Art: In the Absence of Light' illuminates Black art history-Youtube 

• (4:23) The Harlem Renaissance's cultural explosion, in photographs-Youtube 

• (2:55) The Birth of Jazz-Youtube 

• (3:16) The Birth of Hip Hop-Youtube 

 

 

LISTEN 
Listen to one or more recordings/podcasts   

• NPR- Hip-hop at 50: A history of explosive musical and cultural innovation 

• NPR-The Black Roots Of Rock And Roll: Part 1  

• Historically Black-Harlem Through James Van Der Zee's Lens 

 

 

EXPLORE 
Explore additional resources used in the field   

• National African American Read-In 

• National Council for the Social Studies- Black History Month  

• Center For Racial Justice in Education- Black History Month Resource Guide for Educators and Families 

• The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History- Black History Month Resources 

• The Metropolitan Museum of Art- Black History Month 

• Lesson 5.2: The Power of Black Art: The Empowerment of Black People Through the Arts-GoOpenCT 

• People-Best Books by Black Authors to Celebrate Black History Month 

 

 

REFLECT 
Reflect on the following questions 

• What promising practice can you share with colleagues?  

• How might you innovate on the work you are already doing?  

• What new awareness, questions, or ideas do you have after reviewing the resources? 

 
 

https://asalh.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/2024-Black-History-Theme-African-Americans-and-the-Arts.pdf
https://www.nga.gov/stories/16-black-artists-to-know.html
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/collections/148936/an-introduction-to-the-black-arts-movement
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/black-women-in-art-and-literature
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/new-african-american-identity-harlem-renaissance
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/new-african-american-identity-harlem-renaissance
https://time.com/5932846/defining-works-of-the-black-renaissance/
https://www.phillytrib.com/the-evolution-of-african-american-dance-in-america/article_bda6f359-5e4f-52b4-8c76-43270cea1322.html
https://www.nyu.edu/about/news-publications/news/2022/february/the-transformative-history-of-african-american-theater--from-the.html
https://www.nyu.edu/about/news-publications/news/2022/february/the-transformative-history-of-african-american-theater--from-the.html
https://youtu.be/Kh462s0d6HQ?si=LwTBFlmYVSCkXhx0
https://youtu.be/0ivWbxiVFTs?si=KQMfaI4utJnBhShV
https://youtu.be/1eRNRzyX3ac?si=xSXe6SuIvWJgbltK
https://youtu.be/10C-Q3NIlzU?si=Okl2J9NRRfcf1GiC
https://www.npr.org/2021/02/05/964438200/the-black-roots-of-rock-and-roll-part-1
https://www.apmreports.org/episode/2016/10/17/historically-black-harlem-james-van-der-zee
https://ncte.org/get-involved/african-american-read-in/
https://www.socialstudies.org/resources/black-history-month
https://centerracialjustice.org/resources/black-history-month-resource-guide-for-educators-and-families/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/news/black-history-month-resources
https://www.metmuseum.org/cultural-heritage-months-and-holidays/black-history-month#read
https://goopenct.org/courseware/lesson/936/overview
https://www.msn.com/en-us/entertainment/news/best-books-by-black-authors-to-celebrate-black-history-month/ar-BB1hCjQz?ocid=entnewsntp&pc=U531&cvid=86b5d4f46dc94c7faa5f9dc433354233&ei=55

