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1.
When a parent is absent from the home, consider the circumstances of such absence to see if a presumption can be made as to whether deprivation due to absence of the parent does or does not exist.




2.
Decide, from the information gathered, whether the circumstances of the absence makes it likely or unlikely that the parent is functioning in the parental role.




3.
After making your presumption regarding deprivation due to absence, you receive evidence which appears to contradict your presumption, refer to the procedures for resolving questionable information.

