
DSS Autism Spectrum Disorder Advisory Council (ASDAC) 
Meeting Minutes 

May 17, 2017 
 

Members Present:  Judy Dowd, Marcia Eckard, Ruth Eren, Bill Halsey, Zachary Laudano, 
James Loomis, Sara Lourie, Kathy Marchione, John Molteni, Yana Razumnaya, Nikki Richer, 
Lois Rosenwald, Carole Ryan-Hanlon, Doriana Vicedomini 
 
Others Present:  Kathy Bruni, Jennifer Krom, Dawn Lambert 
 
Members Absent:  Representative Catherine Abercrombie, Ann Gionet, Aileen McKenna, 
Siobhan Morgan, Lynn Ricci, Department of Education Representative 
 
Call to Order:  10:03am 
 
Welcome and Introduction by Bill Halsey 
 
No Public Comments 
 
Reviewed handout of future council meetings 
 
Discussion of council vacancies: 

 2 parents of children vacancies (suggested parents of both higher and lower 
functioning level of needs) 

 1 physician vacancy 
 1 Tri-chair 
 Additional interested candidates should send emails of interest with biographies to 

Bill Halsey William.Halsey@ct.gov and Yana Razumnaya yrazumnaya@gmail.com. 
 Nominees will receive letters/emails confirming interest in joining the council 
 Nominating committee, including Bill Halsey, Yana Razumnaya, James Loomis and 

Dorianna Vicedomini) will review nominees. 
 
Review of 4/19/2017 workgroup meeting 
 
Discussions: 

 Funding – No monies available for FY 2017. 
 Draft funding application process – Bill will follow-up with DSS re:  process, funding, 

etc. 
 Renewal procurement to be discussed at June ASDAC meeting 
 Timeline/Per OPM, proceed as usual 
 Deadline for projects – June 30th for first round 

(Projects criteria should be self-sustainable to build capacity) 
 Mobile crisis – Vital need as they are the first called to respond and assess 
 Adult opportunities i.e. Employment, Housing Support, Assistive Technology 
 Collaboration with BRS i.e. Job Coach, Transportation, Employment 

mailto:William.Halsey@ct.gov
mailto:yrazumnaya@gmail.com


 
Kathy Bruni requested input for waiver renewal 

 Appendix C 
 Utilization  

o Michael Blaszko will provide Job Coaching utilization at June 21, 2017 ASDAC 
meeting 

 CMS – Center for Medicaid Services 
 Suggestion of reducing budget caps to include more individuals on waiver 
 Population of individuals being served 
 Better ways to communicate the waiver and autism services 
 Building provider network 
 Budgets have reduced due to progress being made 

 
Presentation  
Beacon Health Options State Plan Update (see attached) 
 
Handout of IDASH – Intellectual Disability and Autism Spectrum Disorder Housing 
Program 

 Presentation at June 21, 2017 meeting 
 
Community First Choice Presentation by Dawn Lambert (see attached) 
 
Announcements: 

 Ruth Eren retiring from Southern Connecticut State University on 6/1/2017 
 Ruth would like to nominate Dr. Keri Sassu, new director 
 Sara Lourie to retire soon and will announce at the June ASDAC meeting. 

 
Adjournment: 12:05pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Meeting:  Wednesday, June 21, 2017 at 10:00am 
 

Legislative Office Building 
Room 2A 
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Connecticut Plan to cover ASD Services
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• Two main components: 

1.  Behavioral treatment services (Medicaid State Plan services 
performed by providers)
• Such as Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA)
• Available to Medicaid-eligible children and youth under the age of 21
• May not duplicate services through the school (but may supplement 

those services to the extent medically necessary)
• Includes evaluation, assessment, and development of plan of care

2.  Peer Specialist and Care Coordinator services (Medicaid 
administrative services performed by the ASO)
• Available to individuals of any age with ASD and their families
• May be utilized to guide families through the process of accessing 

Autism services and other community services such as therapeutic 
recreation, social skills groups or other referrals  
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AUTISM SERVICES



Medicaid Covered Autism Services
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Behavioral Treatment Services including:
Diagnostic 
Evaluation

Behavior 
Assessment

Treatment Plan 
Development

Program Book 
Development

Direct Intervention 
- Individual

Observation & 
Direction

Group 
Intervention



Annual Authorizations and Open Authorizations By Service
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PROVIDERS
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November 2016
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May 1, 2017



Strategies to Increase ASD Network Adequacy
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Monthly Provider Learning Collaborative Meetings

• Transition & Discharge planning 

• Reduction of direct service hours over time

• Crisis planning & parent training goals

• Critical features of a Plan of Care & documentation

• Billing Procedures for CT BHP ASD Providers

• Completing a Functional Behavior Assessment (FBA) in 8 - 10 hours 

• Parent Training, Family Engagement & Buy-in to a Treatment Plan 

• Authorization & Review Process 

• BCBA Observation & Direction Overview 

• Emergency Mobile Psychiatric Services: Accessing EMPS, How to Prepare 
Your Families and EMPS Services Provided

• New Professional and Ethical Compliance Code for BCBAs (CEUs offered)
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ASD STAFF



Peer Specialists & Care Coordinators
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• Contact families within 24 hours of referral

• Home or community visits within 72 hours of initial contact

• Connect youth, families and adults with resources as needed

• Develop and maintain relationships with those agencies who provide 
community services

• Attend regional Community Collaboratives, DCF and DDS Meetings

• Develop and maintain a resource list and familiarity with appropriate 
services for potential member referrals
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Peers Specialists & Care Coordinators
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• Connecting families to:
• Transition Services

• Parent Supports

• Social skills groups and play groups

• Educational Advocates

• Help with scheduling appointments

• Information on DSS or DCF Voluntary Services Programs

• Pet therapy

• Occupational Therapy, Speech and Physical Therapy

• Dental care

• Housing and food assistance

• Assistance with utility bills

• Tickets for autism-friendly events



How to Access Services
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• CT Behavioral Health Partnership:

• Phone: 1-877-552-8247 Fax: 1-855-901-2493 

• Websites: 

• CT Behavioral Health Partnership: http://www.ctbhp.com

• Department of Developmental Services: http://www.ct.gov/dds

• Department of Social Services: http://www.ct.gov/dss

• Department of Children & Families: http://www.ct.gov/dcf

• Department of Mental Health & Addiction Services: 

http://www.ct.gov/dmhas

http://www.ctbhp.com/
http://www.ct.gov/dds
http://www.ct.gov/dss
http://www.ct.gov/dcf
http://www.ct.gov/dmhas
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Questions?
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