AGENDA
BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING
Department of Public Health
410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT
April 21, 2021 - 8:30 AM

Chair Updates

Open Forum

Additional Agenda Items and Reordering of Agenda
National Council of State Boards of Nursing - Update

MINUTES
March 17, 2021

SCHOOL ISSUES
e University of Bridgeport — Site Visit (Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing Pre-Licensure Program)
e Annual pre-licensure LPN and RN education programs survey
e NCLEX test results — Porter & Chester Institute

CONNECTICUT LEAGUE FOR NURSING — Monthly Update

SCOPE OF PRACTICE
March 2021 Summary

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION

o Kimberly Lemire, RN Petition No. 2019-1237
e Kristen Jodoin, RN Petition No. 2020-715
¢ Nicholas Lewonczyk, LPN Petition No. 2017-50

MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION
e Sara Smith, RN Petition No. 2021-181 Staff Attorney Joelle Newton
e Stacey Kinsley, RN Petition No. 2020-972 Staff Attorney Joelle Newton
¢ Pamela Franklin, RN Petition No. 2020-1211 Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina
¢ Amanda L. Claffey, RN Petition No. 2021-284 Staff Attorney Joelle Newton
e David Martin, RN Petition No. 2021-242 Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina

CONSENT ORDERS

¢ Amy Saunders, LPN Petition No.: 2019-619 Staff Attorney Joelle Newton
e Christopher Banker, RN Petition No. 2020-582 Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina
e Stephanie Kennedy, RN Petition No. 2020-606 Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina
HEARINGS
e  Erin Fitzpatrick, LPN Petition No. 2020-330 Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina
e Gustavo Mastarreno, RN Petition No.: 2020-783 Staff Attorney Joelle Newton
e Mercedes Miranda, LPN Petition No.: 2020-706 Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina
e Alexis Young, LPN Petition No.: 2020-331 Staff Attorney Joelle Newton

This meeting will be held by video conference. via Microsoft Teams
Board of Examiners for Nursing via Microsoft Teams
Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the meeting
Or call in (audio only)

+1 860-840-2075 - Phone Conference ID: 505 576 940#

REVISED 4-16-2021


https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NGJmMzUwYmQtOGIzZC00NzA1LTgwNDgtNTU2ZTVkYzRkNTRh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22735c43f2-4aee-4b5f-b05e-0c535078f579%22%7d
tel:+18608402075,,505576940# 

The following minutes are draft minutes which are subject to revision and which have not yet been adopted by the Board.

The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on March 17, 2021 via Microsoft TEAMS.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, D.N.Sc. (RN Member, Chair)
Jason Blando - (Public Member)
Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE - (RN Member)
Lisa S. Freeman, BA - (Public Member)
Jennifer C. Long, APRN, MSN, NNP-BC - (APRN Member)
Geraldine Marrocco, Ed.D., APRN, ANP-BC, FAANP -(RN Member)
Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, PMHNP, PMHCNS - (RN Member)

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Rebecca Martinez, LPN — (LPN Member)

ALSO PRESENT: Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH
Dana Dalton, RN, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH
Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, DPH
Jeffrey Kardys, Board Liaison, DPH
Agnieszka Salek, Hearings Liaison, DPH

The meeting commenced at 8:36 a.m. All participants were present by video or telephone conference.

CHAIR UPDATES
Nothing to report.

OPEN FORUM
Nothing to report.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to approve the agenda as revised.
The motion passed unanimously.

NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING
Chair Bouffard provided an update from the February 2021 Board of Directors meeting.
Mary Dietmann provided a report of an Education Consultants Group teleconference on March 4, 2021.
Topics discussed included a National pre-licensure RN study assessing the impact of COVID-19 on
nursing education; practice clinical partnerships; and licensure guidance tools.

Jennifer C. Long arrived at 8:48 a.m.

MINUTES
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann to approve the minutes from
February 17, 2021. The motion passed. Lisa Freeman and Jennifer Long abstained.

SCHOOL ISSUES
. Goodwin University — Approval of Director of the Associate Degree
Janice Watts was present on behalf of Goodwin University.
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to approve Bruce Hoffman as the
Director of the Associate Degree Program for Goodwin University. The motion passed with all in favor
except Gina Reiners who recused herself.
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o Fairfield University — Site Visit (Master's Entry to Practice Nursing (MEPN) pre-licensure
program)

Meredith Kazer was present on behalf of Fairfield University.

Helen Smith provided a report of a Department of Public Health site visit to Fairfield University on

March 3, 2021 for a facility review prior to the commencement of the Master's Entry to Practice

Nursing (MEPN) pre-licensure program. Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Geraldine

Marrocco to approve the facilities at Fairfield University for use of this program.

VIRTUAL SIMULATION COMMITTEE UPDATE
Draft Simulation Criteria Guidelines were reviewed.
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco to approve the recommended
guidelines as edited. The motion passed unanimously. The guidelines will be forwarded to the
Commissioner of the Department of Public Health for review.

CONNECTICUT LEAGUR FOR NURSING — Monthly Update

Audrey Beauvais and Marcia Proto provided an update from the Connecticut League for Nursing on

the following matters:

e Connecticut Hospital Association Healthcare Educators Group discussions pertaining to Transition
to Practice; Communication; and Clinical Placement
The annual nurse education survey.

o Office of Workforce Strategy.

o Competency based education

SCOPE OF PRACTICE
Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of 70 nursing scope of practice inquires
received by the Department of Public Health during February 2021.

MEMORANDA OF DECISION
Nicole Holiday, RN, APRN - Petition No. 2019-445
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to reaffirm the Board’s decision
imposing probation for a period of four years. The motion passed with all in favor except Jennifer
Long who abstained.

Laura Kisatsky, RN Petition No. 2020-541
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to reaffirm the Board’s revoking the
license of Ms. Kisatsky. The motion passed unanimously.

FACT-FINDING
Kimberly Lemire RN Petition No. 2019-1237
Attorney Schulman explained the need for the Board to revisit the fact-finding in this matter which was
conducted subsequent to a June 17, 2020 hearing.
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to reject the draft Memorandum of
Decision which was based on the June 17, 2020 fact-finding. The motion passed with all in favor
except Gina Reiners who abstained.
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, that paragraphs 2, 4 ad 5 of the
Statement of Charges be dismissed due to lack of jurisdiction but that Ms. Lemire be found on
paragraphs 1, 3, 6, 7, 8 and 9. The motion passed with all in favor except Gina Reiners who
abstained.
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, that Ms. Lemire’s license be placed
on probation for one year, with monthly employer reports and course work relating to medication
administration, documentation, and scope of practice. The motion passed with all in favor except Gina
Reiners who abstained.
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PRE-HEARING REVIEW
Azra Sarkinovic, R.N - Petition No. 2019-417
Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina was present for the Department of Public Health. Attorney Patrick Filan
was present on behalf of Ms. Sarkinovic.
Following a review of stipulated exhibits the consensus of the Board is that this matter be dismissed.

CONSENT ORDERS
Christian Todzia, RN - Petition No. 2017-1072
Staff Attorney, Diane Wilan, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of
Christian Todzia, RN. Attorney Andrew O’Shea was present with Mr. Todzia.
Gina Reiners moved, and Jennifer Long seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes a
probation for a period of two years, a reprimand and a $1500.00 civil penalty. The motion passed with
Chair Bouffard, Jason Blando, Jennifer Long and Gina Reiners voting in favor. Lisa Freeman, Mary
Dietmann and Geraldine Marrocco were opposed.

HEARINGS
Kristen Brice, LPN - Petition No. 2017-1072
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health. Respondent was
present with Attorney Dennis Mancini.
Following the close of the record the Board conducted fact-finding. Lisa Freeman moved, and Mary
Dietmann seconded, that Ms. Brice be found as charged. The motion passed unanimously.
Mary Brown moved, and Geraldine Marrocco seconded, that Ms. Brice’s license be placed on
probation for two years with conditions that include random urine screening weekly during the first and
last six months, once a month for twelve months; employer reports every two months for the entire
probation; no home care/independent practice for the first year; and access to the administration of
controlled substance is restricted for the first year. The motion passed unanimously.

Allison Krawza, RN - Petition No. 2020-580

Staff Attorney, Linda Fazzina was present for the Department of Public Health. Respondent was not
present and was not represented.

Jennifer Long made a motion seconded by Lisa Freeman to grant the Department’s oral motion to
deem allegations admitted. The motion passed unanimously.

Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding.

Jennifer Long made a motion seconded by Lisa Freeman, that Ms. Krawza be found as charged. The
motion passed unanimously.

Jennifer Long moved, and Lisa Freeman seconded, that Ms. Krawza’s license be revoked. The motion
passed unanimously.

Natalie Primini LPN — License Reinstatement Request

Staff Attorney Diane Wilan was present for the Department of Public Health. Ms. Primini was present
but was not represented.

Following the close of the record the Board conducted fact-finding. Lisa Freeman moved, and
Jennifer Long seconded, that Ms. Primini’s licensed practical nurse be reinstated to probation, with
conditions, for a period of two years. Conditions include random urine screening weekly; monthly
employer and therapist reporting; completion of a licensed practical nurse refresher program and
passing the NCLEX-PN examination. The motion passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Lisa Freeman, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, it was the unanimous decision to
adjourn this meeting at 1:05 p.m.

Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair
Board of Examiners for Nursing



BOEN meeting 04/21/2021

University of Bridgeport

1. The Department made a visit to the University of Bridgeport on 03/22/2021 prior to the
start of their Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing (ABSN) pre-licensure program
that was approved by the BOEN on 08/19/2020. The tour was led by the Director of the
School of Nursing, Dr. Linda Wagner. During the tour it was identified that the pertinent
Nursing Education Programs and Licensure Requirements, General (20-90-45 to 20-90-
50) were met including: maintenance of a system of administrative records, physical
facilities: a library with a dedicated librarian for the College of Health Sciences, office
spaces, conference rooms, an auditorium, a cafeteria, lounges, classrooms and a ten
bed nursing laboratory sufficient to meet the needs of the program, adequate clerical
staff support and safeguarding student records/information. The facilities were
equipped with advanced technology, a wide range of resources including the two
simulation rooms with “patient simulators” awaiting care, a debriefing room, and a
“home suite”.

2. University of Bridgeport {(UB) has provided an update on the pending purchase by
Goodwin University, Inc. The legal changes associated with the ownership of UB will not
impact the nursing program and the reporting structure will remain the same (reporting
structure provided on page 3 on the UB letter from Dr. im, Interim Provost dated
04/01/2021).

Connecticut League for Nursing (CLN):

CLN has provided the student data for the calendar year 2020 for the annual pre-licensure LPN
and RN education programs survey.

Update on the NCLEX test results- regarding Porter & Chester Institute (PCl):

Changes have been made as requested for the candidates that were educated by PCl and the
results are as follows:

Rocky Hill campus Day program from 70 % to 82 %
Rocky Hill campus, Evening program from 71% to 54%
Stratford campus, Day program from 86% to 87%
Stratford campus, Evening program from 77% to 73 %

Please note on 06/17/2020 the BOEN placed the PCI Rocky Hill campus Day program on
Conditional Approval due to the NCLEX pass rate of 70% and now that pass rate is 82 %.






Positive Impacts for Students

The student perspective regarding the transaction is a significant area of importance. In support of
transparency, Goodwin has held several “town hall” style meetings for any interested students to
learn about how the change will be conducted. The need to preserve the UB brand for current
students and alumni was evident from the first early discussions. Further, had UB ceased to
operate or transformed into a different institution altogether, the current students would face the
burden of transferring from UB to a different institution. Goodwin's plan to purchase UB and
have it continue operating as an independent institution accommodates both of those concerns.

There are many additional advantages to UB stakeholders as a result of the transaction:

No Disruption for Students. The Office of Postsecondary Education Identification (OPE), part
of the U.S. Department of Education, assigns an identification number to approved institutions
to participate in federal financial aid programs. If UB were to cease operations or become a
different institution, students would need to reconstruct their financial aid packages in order to
continue. In the current arrangement, the OPE ID number will remain the same, and no
financial aid changes will be needed. Students will not have to transfer anywhere, and
international students, in particular, will not face disruption.

Diplomas Granted by UB. Students who are presently studying at UB will earn a diploma
from UB. There will be no change of course for students who are working hard to achieve this
goal.

No Changes fo Sponsoring Institution. Specialized accreditors, such as CCNE, can have a
higher degree of comfort with the knowledge that UB will remain as the sponsoring
institution; they will continue to work with the same individuals they have come to know.

Overall, Goodwin plans to purchase UB and serve as a parent organization. UB will remain an
independent, NECHE-accredited institution with its own Board of Trustees, administration, and
federal OPE ID number. All UB programs will remain under the direction of UB administration
and program leadership. Many positive impacts exist for students in light of the transaction, which
is necessary for UB to continue operations as an institution of higher education.

Specialized Accreditation

The leadership of the specialized programs at UB have been working with their respective
accreditors to ensure a smooth transfer of sponsorship. Importantly, the transfers are from Old
UB to New UB, not to Goodwin; the institutions remain independent. The response from the
accreditation groups has been overwhelmingly positive. Many programs, including Chiropractic,
Physician Assistant, and Nutrition, have already received approval to transfer sponsorship from
Old UB to New UB. Some accreditors require pre-approval to transfer sponsorship, while others
request that proposals are submitted post-sale.






The University of Bridgeport and Goodwin University hope that this informational letter
addresses all aspects of the upcoming transaction. We welcome the opportunity to clarify any
questions that may arise and appreciate all assistance during this transformative time in the
history of both institutions,

Sincerely,

Manyul Im, Ph.D, Interim Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs
University of Bridgeport

/ 'MY(L

///
>
-

Danielle Wilken, Ed.D, Provost and Dean of Faculty
Goodwin University
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NCLEX-RN 2018 2018 2019 2019 2020 2020
First Time Candidates % Passed
MASTERS
Yale School of Nursing 98 94 98
BACCALAUREATE BS Accelerated BS Accelerated BS Accelerated
Central CT State University 90 100 97
Fairfield University 93 91 93 98 97 98
Quinnipiac University 92 89 94 96 90 * G4 *
Sacred Heart University 97 99 92
Southern CT State University g5 98 100 97 95 100
University of Bridgeport First N/A N/A No data

graduating class in 2020

University of Connacticut

Groton Campus/CEIN 100 97 97
Stamford Campus/CEIN 92 94 78
Storrs Campus 92 55 98 98 98 100
Waterbury Campus/CEIN 100 100 97
University of Saint Joseph a5 a0 a5 88 96 97
Waestern CT State University 88 94 92
ASSOCIATE DEGREE Day Evening Day
Capital CC* 92 89 87
Gateway CC* 91 91 88
Goodwin University 82 g0 85
Naugatuck Valley CC* 95 58 94
Northwestern CC* 93 S0 90
Nerwalk CC* 85 95 91
ST. Vincent's College 85 80 82 85
Three Rivers CC* 99 93 92

{* Community Colleges)
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NCLEX-RN 2018 2018 2019 2019 2020 2020
First Time Candidates % Passed
MASTERS
Yala School of Nursing 98 g4 98
BACCALAUREATE BS Accelerated BS Accelerated BS Accelerated
Central CT State University a0 100 97
Fairfield University 93 51 93 98 97 98
Quinnipiac University 92 89 94 96 90 * 94 *
Sacred Heart University g7 99 92
Southern CT State University gL gg 100 97 95 100
University of Bridgeport First N/A N/A No data
graduating class in 2020
University of Connecticut
Groton Campus/CEIN 100 97 97
Stamford Campus/CEIN 92 94 78
Storrs Campus 92 95 98 58 98 100
Waterbury Campus/CEIN 100 100 97
University of Saint Joseph 96 ap g5 88 96 97
Western CT State University 88 a4 92
ASSOCIATE DEGREE Day Evening Day
Capital cC* 92 89 87
Gateway CC* 91 91 88
Goodwin University 82 80 85
Naugatuck Valley CC* g5 98 94
Nerthwestern CC* 93 90 90
Norwalk CC* 85 95 91
ST. Vincent's College 86 80 82 85
Three Rivers CC* 99 93 92
(* Community Colleges)




L PDATED & 0u/04 ) D0,
N CI.EX P N CAMPUS 2018 2018 2019 2019 2020 2020
- Day Evening Day Evening Day Evening
First Time
Candidates %
Passed
LINCOLN TECHNICAL NEW BRITAIN 97 88 a5 100 a5 29
INSTITUTE
SHELTON a0 83 29 a1 24 286
PORTER and BRANFORD 100 N/A Closed Closed N/A N/A
CHESTER INSTITUTE 2019 2019
ENFIELD 100 100 a4 100 100 100
HAMDEN-OPEN 2019 100 83 63 50
ROCKY HILL 93 N/A 79 100 82 54
STRATFORD 75 N/A 85 50 87 73
WATERBURY 81 100 80 89 a0 88
STONE ACADEMY EAST HARTFORD 87 96 84 93 73 84
WATERBURY N/A N/A 100 No data
WEST HAVEN a3 78 71 a3 48 80




PHONE CALLS/SCOPE OF PRACTICE QUESTIONS
SUMMARY — MONTH: March 2021 (44 calls)

Answered with or without written documents

APRNs 11 calls:

e 7-Request information on collaborative practice agreements. Refer to the Department
website, Practitioner Licensing and APRN Collaborative Agreements.

¢ 3-Request a copy of the APRN scope of practice. Refer to the Board of Examiners for
Nursing (BOEN) website and the Connecticut (CT) Nurse Practice Act (NPA).

¢ (Can an APRN certified in one practice area, practice in a “new’” area with education,
verification of competency and a collaborative agreement with a CT licensed physician in
the “new” practice area? Yes.

RNs 9 calls:
e 5-Request a copy of the RN scope of practice. Refer to the BOEN website and the CT
NPA.

* 3-RN requesting an update on license renewal application. Refer to the Department’s
licensing unit (provided e-mail address).

s RN seeking employment opportunity at the Department of Public Health. Direct to the
Department’s website then career opportunities (then will be directed to the CT State
Department of Administrative Services).

LPNs 11 calls:
¢ 8-Request a copy of the L.LPN scope of practice. Refer to the BOEN website and the CT
NPA,

o 2-LPN requesting an update on license renewal application. Refer to the Department’s
licensing unit (provided e-mail address).

e Request a list of the LPN schools in CT. Refer to the BOEN website, Nursing Education
Programs then LPN Programs.

Schools 1 call:
» Loyola University New Orleans, Louisiana: Does the BOEN or Department have
oversight of post-licensure programs? No.

Guidelines/Other 12 calls:

e 2-In the process of setting up a Medical Spa requesting guidance. Refer fo the Medical
Spa Statute, Connecticut General Statutes, Chapter 36811, Section 19a-903 c.

e 5-Request information on Certified Nursing Assistant programs in CT. Refer to
Department staff who works with the CNA programs in CT (provide e-mail address).

* 4-Request information on how to renew an expired CNA certificate. Refer to Department
staff who works with the CNA programs in CT (provide e-mail address).

» Attorney requesting information on how the BOEN determines if a task is within the
scope for an LPN or a RN (as the CT Nurse Practice Act is not specific to tasks). Refer
to the BOEN website, Declaratory Rulings/Guidelines and “Decision Making Model”.




STATE OF CONNECTICUT
BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING

Kimberly Lemire, R.N. Petition No. 2019-1237
License No. 155761
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION
I

Procedural Background

On May 7, 2020, the Department of Public Health ("Department") filed a Statement of
Charges (“Charges”) with the Board of Examiners for Nursing (“Board”). Board (“Bd.”) Exhibit
(“Ex.”) 1. The Charges allege violations of Chapter 378 of the General Statutes of Connecticut
(“Conn. Gen. Stat.”) by Kimberly Lemire (“Respondent”), which would subject Respondent’s
registered nurse (“R.N.”) license no. 155761 to disciplinary action pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat.
§ 19a-17 and §§ 20-99(b)(2), 20-99(b)(6) and/or 20-99(b)(7).

On May 20, 2020, the Department filed a Motion for Summary Suspension Order
(“Motion”) regarding Respondent’s practice and the active status of her R.N. license. Bd. Ex. 2.
Based on the allegations in the Charges and the affidavits and reports accompanying the Motion,
the Board found that Respondent’s continued nursing practice presented a clear and immediate
danger to public health and safety and on the same date, ordered pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat.

§ 4-182(c) and § 19a-17(c), that Respondent’s license be summarily suspended pending a final
determination by the Board of the allegations contained in the Charges (“Summary Suspension
Order”). Bd. Ex. 2.

On May 22, 2020, the Charges, Notice of Hearing (“Notice”) and Summary Suspension
Order were mailed to Respondent, by certified and first-class mail to her address of record on file
with the Department—46 Reservoir Road, Pascoag, RI 02859. Bd. Ex. 3. On June 1, 2020, the
United States Postal Service’s tracking records document that a delivery attempt of the certified
mail was unsuccessful and was returned to the Pascoag post office for redelivery or pickup. Bd.
Ex. 40. Also, on May 22, 2020, the Charges, Notice, and Summary Suspension Order were
transmitted to Respondent via her email address at kimberly.lemire@yahoo.com.

The hearing was held on June 17, 2020. Respondent was present at the hearing but was

not represented by legal counsel. Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department.
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Inasmuch as Respondent did not answer the Charges within 14 days from the date of the
Notice, Attorney Newton orally moved to deem the allegations admitted. Transcript (“Tr.”) p. 5.
The Board denied the Department’s motion (Tr. pp. 5-6 ) and Respondent orally answered the
Charges on the record. Tr. pp. 6-11.

Following the close of the record, the Board conducted fact finding.

Each member of the Board involved in this decision attests that he or she was present at
the hearing or has reviewed the record, and that this decision is based entirely on the record, the
law, and the Board’s specialized professional knowledge in evaluating the evidence. Petv.

Department of Health Services, 228 Conn. 651 (1994).

11
Allegations

l. In paragraph 1 of the Charges, the Department alleges that Respondent of Pascoag, RI',
and has been at all times, as referenced in the Charges, the holder of Connecticut R.N.
license number 155761.

2. In paragraph 2 of the Charges, the Department alleges that on various occasions between
October 2018 and April 2019, while practicing nursing at Mount St. Rita Health Centre,
Cumberland, Rhode Island,” Respondent:

a. failed to document completely, properly and/or accurately medical or hospital
records, including, but not limited to, documenting withdrawal of controlled
substance medications without corresponding documentation of
administration and/or documenting the waste of controlled substances without
a witness’s co-signatures;

b. failed to administer and/or document properly the administration of controlled
substance medications to patients;

C. failed to waste controlled substance medications properly; and/or

d. falsified, maintained and/or improperly documented one or more Controlled

Substance Disposition Records (“CSDR”).

! The Charges erroneously listed Watertown, CT as Respondent’s address. Respondent testified that she has never
lived in CT. Tr. pp. 6-7.

2 There is no evidence in the record that the allegations contained in the Charges pertaining to Respondent’s
licensure and employment in Rhode Island facilities were subjected to any disciplinary action by Rhode Island’s
duly authorized professional disciplinary agency. As such, the Board has no jurisdiction to take disciplinary action
on Respondent’s Connecticut nursing license based on the alleged conduct in Rhode Island. Therefore, the

allegations concerning Respondent’s nursing practice in RI facilities are dismissed and are not considered by the
Board.
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3. In paragraph 3 of the Charges, the Department alleges that on various occasions in
September and/or October 2019, while practicing nursing at Bayview Health Care
Center, Waterford, CT, Respondent:

a. failed to document completely, properly and/or accurately medical or hospital
records;
b. failed to safeguard controlled substance medications appropriately in the
medication cart; and/or
c. falsified, maintained and/or improperly documented one or more CSDRs.
4. In paragraph 4 of the Charges, the Department alleges that on various occasions between

October and December 2018, while practicing nursing at Pine Grove Healthcare Center
in Pascoag, RI,> Respondent:

a. denied a patient pain medication after said patient reported that he was in pain
and requested pain medication;

b. diverted Oxycodone from hospital stock;

c. failed to administer and/or document administration properly of controlled
substances to patients;

d. falsified, maintained and/or improperly documented one or more CSDRs;
and/or

e. failed to waste controlled substances properly.

5. In paragraph 5 of the Charges, the Department alleges that on various occasions between

July 2017 and October 2018, while practicing nursing at Overlook Healthcare Center,
Pascoag, RI* Respondent:

a. failed to waste controlled substances properly;
b. falsified, maintained and/or documented one or more CSDRs improperly;
c. failed to waste controlled substances properly.
6. In paragraph 6 of the Charges, the Department alleges that on various occasions between

October and November 2019, while practicing nursing at Villa Maria Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center, in Plainville, CT, Respondent:

a. failed to administer and/or document properly administration of controlled
substances to patients;
falsified, maintained and/or documented improperly one or more CSDRs;
failed to waste controlled substances properly;
failed to safeguard controlled substance medications appropriately; and/or
falsified a CSDR by signing another person’s name as a witness to wasting
controlled substance medication (“waste’’) when, in fact, the person whose
name was signed did not witness the waste.

oac o

3 See, footnote no. 2.
4 See, footnote no. 2.
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7. In paragraph 7 of the Charges, the Department alleges that in January 2020, while
practicing nursing at Three Rivers Healthcare, in Norwich, CT, Respondent:

a. failed to safeguard controlled substance medications appropriately; and/or
b. falsified, maintained and/or documented one or more CSDRs improperly.
8. In paragraph 8 of the Charges, the Department allege that Respondent’s practice of

nursing falls below the standard of care in one or more of the following ways, including,
but not limited to, practicing nursing in a substandard and/or careless manner.

9. In paragraph 9 of the Charges, the Department alleges that the above facts constitute
grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 20-99(b)(2), 20-99(b)(6)
and/or 20-99(b)(7).

I

Findings of Fact

1. Respondent of Watertown, CT °, has been at all times, as referenced in the Charges, the
holder of Connecticut R.N. license number 155761. Tr. pp. 6-7.

2. On various occasions in September and/or October 2019, while practicing nursing at
Bayview Health Care Center, Waterford, CT, Respondent:
a. failed to document completely, properly and/or accurately medical or hospital
records;
b. to safeguard controlled substance medications appropriately in the medication
cart; and/or
c falsified, maintained and/or improperly documented one or more CSDRs.

Dept. Ex. 1, pp. 3-4, 7-8, 61-64.

3. On various occasions between October and November 2019, while practicing nursing at
Villa Maria Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, in Plainville, CT, Respondent:

a. failed to administer and/or document properly administration of controlled
substances to patients;
falsified, maintained and/or documented improperly one or more CSDRs;
failed to waste controlled substances properly;
failed to safeguard controlled substance medications appropriately; and/or
falsified a CSDR by signing another person’s name as a witness to wasting
controlled substance medication (“waste”) when, in fact, the person whose
name was signed did not witness the waste.
Dept. Ex. 1, pp. 8-11.

oo o

5> The Charges erroneously listed Watertown, CT as Respondent’s address. Respondent testified that she has never
lived in CT and that she lives in Pascoag, RI. Tr. pp. 6-7.
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4, In January 2020, while practicing nursing at Three Rivers Healthcare, in Norwich, CT,
Respondent:
a. failed to safeguard controlled substance medications appropriately; and/or
b. falsified, maintained and/or documented one or more CSDRs improperly.
Dept Ex.1, pp. 12-13 32-33.

5. Respondent’s practice of nursing falls below the standard of care in one or more of the
following ways, including, but not limited to, practicing nursing in a substandard and/or
careless manner.

v

Discussion and Conclusions of Law

The Department bears the burden of proof by a preponderance of the evidence in this
matter. Jones v. Connecticut Medical Examining Board, 309 Conn. 727, 739-740 (2013).
The Department sustained its burden of proof with regard to all of the allegations contained in
the Charges.® Findings of Fact (“FF”) 1-5.

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 20-99 provides, in pertinent part, that:

(a) The Board . . . shall have jurisdiction to hear all charges of conduct which fails to
conform to the accepted standards of the nursing profession brought against persons
licensed to practice nursing. After holding a hearing . . . said board, if it finds such
person to be guilty, may revoke or suspend his or her license or take any of the actions set
forth in section 19a-17 . . . .

(b) Conduct which fails to conform to the accepted standards of the nursing profession
includes, but is not limited to, the following: . . . (2) illegal conduct, incompetence or
negligence in carrying out usual nursing functions; . . .(6) fraud or material deception in
the course of professional services or activities; (7) willful falsification of entries in any
hospital, patient or other record pertaining to drugs, the results of which are detrimental
to the health of a patient; . . . .

Respondent denied all of the allegations in the Charges. Tr. pp. 6-11. However, despite
Respondent’s denials, the Department established by a preponderance of the evidence that
Respondent’s conduct failed to conform to the accepted standards of the nursing profession in

one or more ways, as discussed below. ’

¢ See footnote 2.
7 As stated in footnote 2, the allegations contained in paragraphs 2, 4, 5 of the Charges are dismissed and, therefore,
are not considered in this discussion.



Page 6 of 8

With respect to the allegations contained in paragraph 3 of the Charges, the Department
sustained its burden of proof. The Department established by a preponderance of the evidence
that on various occasions between September and/or October 2019, while practicing nursing at
Bayview Health Care Center in Waterford, Connecticut (“Bayview”), Respondent failed to
conform to the accepted standards of the nursing profession. The record establishes that on
September 18, 2019, Respondent began her employment at Bayview; and, on September 23,
2019, Respondent was given unsupervised access to controlled substances in the Niantic Bay
Nursing Unit at Bayview. On October 2, 2019, three blister cards of controlled substances
(hydrocodone/acetaminophen and oxycodone) along with the corresponding CSDRs were
discovered missing when there was a shift change. Dept. Ex. 1, pp. 3-4, 7, 61. After
Respondent’s last scheduled shift on October 2, 2019, there were no more missing blister cards.
Dept. Ex. 1, p. 4.

With respect to the allegations contained in paragraph 6 of the Charges, the Department
sustained its burden of proof. The Department established by a preponderance of the evidence
that on various occasions between October and November 2019, while practicing nursing at Villa
Maria Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, in Plainville, Connecticut (“Villa Maria’), Respondent
failed to conform to the accepted standards of nursing. On October 14, 2019, the Director of
Nursing hired Respondent to work at Villa Maria. On November 11, 2019, Respondent worked
a double shift, starting with the third shift on November 11, 2019 and ending after the first shift
on November 12, 2019. On November 26, 2019, a licensed practical nurse discovered that her
name was forged as a witness to Respondent’s wasting an oxycodone pill on November 11,
2019. Dept. Ex. 1, p. 8. On November 26, 2019, the Director of Nursing placed Respondent on
suspension because at least 26 tablets of an oxycodone prescription that was filled on November
24,2019 were missing. Dept. Ex. 1, p. 9.

With respect to the allegations contained in paragraph 7 of the Charges, the Department
sustained its burden of proof. The Department established by a preponderance of the evidence
that from the third shift on January 21, 2020 through the first shift on January 22, 2020,
Respondent worked at the Three Rivers Healthcare in Norwich, Connecticut (“Three Rivers”).
Dept. Ex. 1, pp. 12-13, 33. On January 22, 2020, Respondent signed for a prescription of 30
oxycontin tablets. Dept. Ex. 1, p. 13. On January 24, 2020, a new resident was admitted for
which oxycontin was prescribed. Dept. Ex. 1, pp. 13, 32. The oxycontin tablets could not be
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located. Dept. Ex. 1, pp. 13, 32-33. On January 27, 2020, prescriptions for oxycodone and
hydrocodone were missing. Dept. Ex. 1, p. 32. On January 28, 2020, the Director of Nursing
discovered that all 30 oxycontin tablets that were received on January 22, 2020 were missing.
All corresponding documentation pertaining to these prescriptions were also missing.

Dept. Ex. 1, p. 13.

The Department established by a preponderance of the evidence that Respondent’s
practice of nursing falls below the standard of care in one or more ways, including, but not
limited to practicing nursing in a substandard and/or careless manner. Thus, the Board concludes
that Respondent’s conduct, as alleged in the Charges and constitutes grounds for disciplinary

action pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 20-99(b)(2), (6) and (7), and § 19a-17.

Order
Based upon the record in this case, the above findings of fact and the conclusions of law,
and pursuant to the authority vested in it by Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 19a-17 and 20-99, the Board
finds that the misconduct alleged and proven in Petition No. 2019-1237 is severable and that
each allegation of misconduct alleged and proven warrants the disciplinary action imposed by
this order.

1. Respondent’s registered nurse license number 155761 shall be placed on probation for a
period of one year under the following terms and conditions. If any of the conditions of
probation are not met, Respondent’s registered nurse license may be subject to
disciplinary action pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 19a-17.

A. During the period of probation, the Department shall pre-approve Respondent’s
employment and/or change of employment within the nursing profession.

B. Respondent shall not be employed as a nurse for a personnel provider service,
assisted living services agency, homemaker-home health aide agency, or home
health care agency, and shall not be self-employed as a nurse for the period of
probation.

C. Respondent shall provide a copy of this Decision to any and all employers if
employed as a nurse during the probationary period. The Department shall be
notified in writing by any employer(s), within 30 days of the commencement of

employment, as to receipt of a copy of this Decision.
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D. Respondent shall successfully complete coursework, pre-approved by the
Department and at her own expense, in medication administration and
documentation, and scope of practice. This required coursework shall be completed
within the first six months of the probationary period. Respondent shall provide
proof to the satisfaction of the Board of her successful completion of the course

within 30 days of completion of each course.

This Order is effective on the date it is signed by the Board.

The Board hereby informs Respondent, Kimberly Lemire, and the Department of this
decision.

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this day of April, 2021.

BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING

By

Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair



STATE OF CONNECTICUT
BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING

Kristen Jodoin, R.N. Petition No. 2020-715
License No. 125106

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION
I

Procedural Background

On September 1, 2020, the Department of Public Health ("Department") filed a Statement
of Charges (“Charges”) with the Board of Examiners for Nursing (“Board”). Board (“Bd.”)
Exhibit (“Ex.”) 1. The Charges allege that Kristen Jodoin (“Respondent”) violated Chapter 378
of the Connecticut General Statutes (“Conn. Gen. Stat.”), subjecting Respondent’s registered
nurse (“R.N.”) license number 125106 to disciplinary action pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. §§
19a-17, 20-99(b)(4), and/or 20-99(b)(5). Bd. Ex. 1.

On that same date, the Department filed a Motion for Summary Suspension (“Motion”),
alleging that Respondent’s continued nursing practice presented a clear and immediate danger to
public health and safety. Bd. Ex. 2. On September 16, 2020, based on the allegations and the
affidavits and reports attached to the Motion, and pursuant to Conn Gen. Stat. §§ 4-182(c) and
19a-17(c), the Board ordered that Respondent’s R.N. license number 125106 be summarily
suspended pending a final determination by the Board of the allegations contained in the Charges
(“Summary Suspension Order”). Bd. Ex. 3.

On September 17, 2020, the Department transmitted by electronic mail the Charges,
Notice of Hearing (“Notice”), and Summary Suspension Order to Respondent’s email address
(kdevorejodoin@gmail.com). Bd. Ex. 4. The Notice informed that a hearing had been
scheduled for October 21, 2020. Bd. Ex. 4.

Respondent filed an Answer to the Charges. Bd.. Ex. 5.

On October 21, 2020, the hearing was held. Respondent was present at the hearing and
was not represented by legal counsel. Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department.
Transcript (“Tr.”) p. 3.

Following the close of the record, the Board conducted fact finding.
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Each member of the Board involved in this decision attests that he or she was present at

the hearing or has reviewed the record, and that this decision is based entirely on the record, the

law, and the Board’s specialized professional knowledge in evaluating the evidence. Petv.

Department of Health Services, 228 Conn. 651 (1994).

II

Allegations

In paragraph 1 of the Charges, the Department alleges that Respondent of Colchester,
Connecticut is, and has been at all times, as referenced in the Charges, the holder of
Connecticut R.N. license number 125106.

In paragraph 2 of the Charges, the Department alleges that on various occasions in 2019,
Respondent abused and/or utilized heroin, buprenorphine, norbuprenorphine, fentanyl,
norfentanyl, naloxone, amphetamines, sertraline and/or cocaine (“‘controlled
substances”).

In paragraph 3 of the Charges, the Department alleges that on or about February 3, 2020,
Respondent abused and/or utilized naltrexone to excess.

In paragraph 4 of the Charges, the Department alleges that in 2019 Respondent was
diagnosed with emotional disorders and/or mental illnesses (“diagnoses”).

In paragraph 5 of the Charges, the Department alleges that Respondent’s diagnoses
and/or abuse and/or excessive use of controlled substances and/or naltrexone does, and/or
may, affect her practice of nursing.
In paragraph 6 of the Charges, the Department alleges that the above facts constitute
grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 20-99(b), including, but
not limited to, 20-99(b)(4) and/or 20-99(b)(5).

I

Findings of Fact

Respondent, of Colchester, Connecticut is, and has been at all times, as referenced in the
Charges, the holder of Connecticut R.N. license number 125106. Bd. Ex. 5.

On various occasions in 2019, Respondent abused and/or utilized heroin, fentanyl,
norfentanyl, and cocaine (“controlled substances”) to excess. Bd. Ex. 5;
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Department !(“Dept.”) Ex. 1, pp. A1-A2; Dept. Ex. 2, pp. B1-B2, B4, B7, B12, B15,
B20; Dept. Ex. 3, pp. C1-C3, Dept. Ex. 5, pp. E1-E6; Respondent (“Resp.”) Ex. 1, pp.
B3, B12 (under seal); Tr. pp. 4-6, 16 (under seal).

In 2019, Respondent was diagnosed with emotional disorders and/or mental illnesses
(“diagnoses”). Bd. Ex. 5; Dept. Ex. 1, pp. A1-A2; Dept. Ex. 2, pp. B1-B22; Dept. Ex. 3,
pp. C1-C6; Dept. Ex. 4, pp. D1-D3; Resp. Ex. 1, pp. A11, A15 (under seal), B10-B12
(under seal); Tr. pp. 4-6 (under seal).

There is insufficient evidence to establish that on various occasions in 2019 Respondent
abused and/or utilized buprenorphine, norbuprenorphine, amphetamines, and/or sertraline
to excess. Bd. Ex. 5; Dept. Ex. 2; Dept. Ex. 3; Dept. Ex. 5; Tr. pp. 4-6 (under seal).

There is insufficient evidence to establish that on or about February 3, 2020, Respondent
abused and/or utilized naltrexone to excess. Bd. Ex. 5; Dept. Ex. 1.

There is insufficient evidence to establish that Respondent’s use of naltrexone does
and/or may affect her practice of nursing. Bd. Ex. 5; Dept. Ex. 1; Dept. Ex. 2, p. 2; Dept.
Ex. 3; Dept. Ex. 5.

Respondent’s diagnoses and/or abuse and/or excessive use of controlled substances does
and/or may affect her practice of nursing. Resp. Ex. 3; Resp. Ex. 4; Resp. Ex. 6;
Resp. Ex. 7 (all under seal); Tr. pp. 8-12 (under seal).

1A%

Discussion and Conclusions of Law
The Department bears the burden of proof by a preponderance of the evidence in this
Jones v. Connecticut Medical Examining Board, 309 Conn. 727, 739-740 (2013).
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 20-99 provides in pertinent part:

(a) The Board ... shall have jurisdiction to hear all charges of conduct which fails to
conform to the accepted standards of the nursing profession brought against persons
licensed to practice nursing. After holding a hearing ... said board, if it finds such person
to be guilty, may revoke or suspend his or her license or take any of the actions set forth
in section 19a-17....

(b) Conduct which fails to conform to the accepted standards of the nursing profession
includes, but is not limited to, the following: ... (4) emotional disorder or mental illness;

(5) abuse or excessive use of drugs, including alcohol, narcotics or chemicals; ...

With respect to the allegations contained in the Charges, Respondent admitted the

allegations contained in paragraphs 1 and 4. Respondent also admits the allegations contained in

! All Department exhibits are under seal. Tr. pp. 9, 16.
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paragraph 2 of the Charges, except with respect to abuse or use of amphetamines, sertraline,
and/or buprenorphine, and norbuprenorphine. Respondent denies the allegations contained in
paragraphs 3 and 5 of the Charges.

Nonetheless, the Board finds that the Department sustained its burden of proof by a
preponderance of the evidence with respect to the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 and 4 of
the Charges. As to paragraph 2 of the Charges, the Board finds that the Department satisfied its
burden of proof by a preponderance of the evidence as to the allegations in this paragraph
regarding the following controlled substances: heroin, fentanyl, norfentanyl, and cocaine.
Further, the Board finds that the Department sustained its burden of proof with respect to the
allegations contained in paragraph 5 of the Charges, except with respect to the allegation
pertaining to naltrexone for which there is no evidence of abuse. However, the Board finds that
the Department failed to sustain its burden of proof by a preponderance of the evidence with
respect to the allegations contained in paragraph 3 of the Charges, i.e., abuse of naltrexone.
Findings of Fact (“FF”) 1-7.

With respect to the allegations contained in paragraph 2 of the Charges, the record
establishes that on various occasions in 2019, Respondent abused and/or utilized cocaine, opiates
and heroin to excess. Tr. p. 5 (under seal). The record further establishes that from March 28,
2019 through April 4, 2019, Respondent voluntarily sought treatment and was admitted in a
residential facility for opiate detoxification. Dept. Ex. 3 (under seal). Respondent successfully
completed detoxification at the first facility and was discharged to a different residential facility
for additional treatment where she resided from April 4, 2019 through May 4, 2019. Dept. Ex. 2,
pp. B1-B22 (under seal); Tr. pp. 5, 8 (under seal). Therefore, the Department sustained its
burden of proof regarding the allegations of use and/or abuse of heroin, fentanyl, norfentanyl and
cocaine contained in paragraph 2 of the Charges.

With respect to the allegations contained in paragraph 3 of the Charges, the record is
devoid of any evidence that Respondent abused naltrexone on February 3, 2020. FF 5.
Therefore, the Department failed to sustain its burden of proof with respect to the allegations
contained in paragraph 3 of the Charges.

With respect to allegations contained in paragraph 4 of the Charges, the record
establishes, and Respondent admits, that in 2019 she was diagnosed with multiple emotional

disorders and/or mental illnesses. FF 3. Respondent was diagnosed with Opioid use disorder,
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severe cocaine use disorder, anxiety disorder, depressive disorder and Attention Deficit
hyperactivity disorder (“ADHD”). Tr. pp. 5-6 (under seal). Respondent manages her disorders
and/or mental illnesses with psychotherapy and prescribed medications. Therefore, the
Department sustained its burden of proof with respect to the allegations contained in paragraph 4
of the Charges.

With respect to the allegations contained in paragraph 5 of the Charges, there is
insufficient evidence to establish that Respondent abused and/or utilized naltrexone to excess
(FF 5). However, the Department has established by a preponderance of the evidence that
Respondent’s diagnoses and abuse and/or excessive use of controlled substances does, and/or
may affect her practice of nursing. FF 6, 7. The record establishes that from March 28, 2019
until July 18, 2020, a period of approximately 16 months, Respondent maintained her sobriety,
until she went out socially and drank a bottle of wine. Subsequently, on July 22, 2020,
Respondent suffered a relapse during which she injected heroin and cocaine. Tr. pp. 8-9, 15-16
(under seal); Resp. Ex. 1, pp. B3, B11-B12, B23.

The conduct admitted, in conjunction with the Department sustaining its burden of proof,
renders Respondent’s license subject to sanctions, including, among others, revocation,
suspension or probation. See, Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 19a-17(a) (1), (2) and (5). Nonetheless, based
on Respondent’s renewed commitment to her sobriety (Tr. pp. 5-7, 11)(under seal), participation
in individual psychotherapy (Resp. Ex. 3, (under seal)), regular attendance at AA/NA weekly
meetings (Resp. Ex. 6), random, negative urine screens (Resp. Ex. 6), support from her sponsor
(Resp. Ex. 4), and recovery network, the Board finds that Respondent can practice nursing with

reasonable skill and safety under the terms of this Order.

Order
Based on the record in this case, the above findings of fact, and conclusions of law, and
pursuant to the authority vested in it by Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 19a-17(a)(1), (2), and (5) and 20-
99(b)(4) and (5), the Board finds that the conduct alleged and proven is severable and warrants
the disciplinary action imposed by this Order. Therefore, the Board hereby orders, with respect
to Respondent’s license number 125106 as follows:
1. Respondent’s license shall be placed on probation for a period of four years under the

following terms and conditions. If any of the conditions of probation are not met,
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Respondent’s R.N. license may be subject to disciplinary action pursuant to Conn. Gen.

Stat. § 19a-17.

A.

During the period of probation, the Department shall pre-approve Respondent’s
employment and/or change of employment within the nursing profession.
Respondent shall not be employed as a nurse for a personnel provider service,
assisted living services agency, homemaker-home health aide agency, or home
health care agency, and shall not be self-employed as a nurse during the
probationary period.

Respondent shall provide a copy of this Decision to any and all employers if
employed as a nurse during the probationary period. The Department shall be
notified in writing by any employer(s), within 30 days of the commencement of
employment, as to receipt of a copy of this Decision.

Respondent shall not administer, count, or have access to controlled substances,
or have responsibility for such activities in the course of nursing duties during the
first, second, and fourth years of working as a nurse during the probationary
period.

If employed as a nurse, Respondent shall cause employer reports to be submitted
to the Department by her immediate supervisor during the entire probationary
period. Employer reports shall be submitted, commencing with the report due on
the first business day of the month following employment as a nurse. Employer
reports shall be submitted at least monthly for the first and fourth years of the
probationary period and at least quarterly for the second and third years of the
probationary period.

The employer reports cited in Paragraph E above shall include documentation of
Respondent’s ability to practice nursing safely and competently. Employer
reports shall be submitted directly to the Department at the address cited in
Paragraph Q below.

Should Respondent’s employment as a nurse be involuntarily terminated, or
suspended, Respondent and her employer shall notify the Department within 72

hours of such termination or suspension.
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If Respondent pursues further training in any subject area that is regulated by the
Department, Respondent shall provide a copy of this Decision to the educational
institution or, if not an institution, to Respondent’s instructor. Such institution or
instructor shall notify the Department in writing as to receipt of a copy of this
Decision within 15 days of receipt. Said notification shall be submitted directly to
the Department at the address cited in Paragraph Q below.
At her expense, Respondent shall engage in therapy and counseling for chemical
dependency with a licensed or certified therapist, approved by the Department,
during the entire probationary period. Additionally, Respondent shall obtain a
sponsor and participate in AA/NA meetings at least 10 times a month for the
entire probationary period and shall submit to the Department written
documentation of her participation and/or attendance.
Respondent shall provide a copy of this Decision to her therapist. The
Department shall be notified in writing by her therapist, within 30 days of the
effective date of this Decision, as to receipt of a copy of this Decision.
Respondent shall cause evaluation reports to be submitted to the Department by
her therapist during the entire probationary period. Therapist reports shall be
submitted at least monthly for the first and fourth years of the probationary period
and at least quarterly for the second and third years of the probationary period.
The therapist reports cited in Paragraph K above shall include documentation of
dates of treatment and an evaluation of Respondent’s progress, including alcohol
and drug free status and ability to practice nursing safely and competently.
Therapist reports shall be submitted directly to the Department at the address cited
in Paragraph Q below.
Observed random urine screens
(1) At her expense, Respondent shall be responsible for submitting to
observed, random, chain of custody urine screens for alcohol and drugs for
the entire probationary period at a testing facility approved by the
Department. Random alcohol/drug screens shall be legally defensible in
that specimen donor and chain of custody can be identified throughout the

screening process.



2)

€)

(4)

Page 8 of 10

Respondent shall be responsible for notifying the laboratory, her therapist,
the Department, and her prescribing practitioner of any drug(s) she is
taking. For any prescription of a controlled substance(s) for more than
two consecutive weeks, Respondent shall cause the provider prescribing
the controlled substance(s) to submit quarterly reports to the Department,
until such time as the controlled substance(s) is no longer prescribed. The

reports shall include the following:

a A list of controlled substances prescribed by the provider;

b. A list of controlled substance(s) prescribed by other providers;

c. An evaluation of Respondent’s need for the controlled substance;
and

d. An assessment of Respondent’s continued need for the controlled
substance(s).

There must be at least one such observed, random alcohol/drug screen on
a weekly basis during the first 18 months of probation and during the
fourth year of the probationary period and at least twice a month during
the second 18 months of the probationary period, and monthly during the
third year of the probationary period.

Random alcohol/drug screens shall be negative for the presence of alcohol
and drugs, excluding the drugs that Respondent’s providers prescribe. All
urine screens for alcohol will be tested for Ethyl Glucuronide (EtG) and
Ethyl Sulfate (EtS) metabolites. All positive screen results shall be
confirmed by the Gas Chromatograph Mass Spectrometer (GC/MS)
testing method. Chain of custody documentation must accompany all
laboratory reports and/or the laboratory reports must indicate that chain of

custody procedures have been followed.
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(%) Random alcohol/drug screens must include testing for the following

substances:
Amphetamines Methadone
Barbiturates Methaqualone
Benzodiazepines Opiates (Metabolites)
Cannabinoids (THC Metabolites)  Phencyclidine (PCP)
Cocaine Propoxyphene
Meperidine (Demerol) Ethanol (alcohol)
Fentanyl Stadol
Tramadol

(6) Laboratory reports of random alcohol and drug screens shall be submitted
directly to the Department at the address cited in Paragraph Q below by
Respondent’s therapist, personal physician, or the testing laboratory.

Respondent shall not obtain for personal use and/or use alcohol or any drug that

has not been prescribed for her for a legitimate purpose by a licensed health care

practitioner authorized to prescribe medications. Respondent shall not abuse
and/or excessively use any drugs that are prescribed for a legitimate medical
purpose.

Respondent is hereby advised that the ingestion of poppy seeds may produce a

positive drug screen result indicating the presence of opiates/morphine. The

ingestion of mouthwash, over the counter cough suppressants, and cold/flu
remedies may produce a positive result indicating the presence of alcohol. For
that reason, any food substance containing poppy seeds, mouthwash, and over the
counter cough suppressants and cold/flu remedies should be avoided during the
probationary period. In the event that a drug/alcohol screen is positive for
opiates/morphine and/or alcohol, the ingestion of poppy seeds, mouthwash, and
over the counter cough suppressants and/or cold/flu remedies shall not constitute

a defense to such positive screen.

The Department must be informed in writing prior to any change of address.

All communications, payments, if required, correspondence, and reports are to be

addressed to:
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Lavita Sookram, RN, Nurse Consultant
Practitioner Monitoring and Compliance Unit
Department of Public Health
Division of Health Systems Regulation
Board of Examiners for Nursing
410 Capitol Avenue, MS #12HSR
P. O. Box 340308
Hartford, CT 06134-0308

Any deviation from the terms of probation, without prior written approval by the Board,
shall constitute a violation of probation which will be cause for an immediate hearing on
charges of violating this Order. Any finding that Respondent has violated this Order will
subject Respondent to sanctions under Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 19a-17(a) and (c), including,
but not limited to, the revocation of her license. Any extension of time or grace period
for reporting granted by the Board shall not be a waiver or preclude the Board’s right to
take subsequent action. The Board shall not be required to grant future extensions of
time or grace periods. Notice of revocation or other disciplinary action shall be sent to
Respondent’s address of record (most current address reported to the Practitioner

Licensing and Investigations Section of the Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch of the

Department).

This document has no bearing on any criminal liability without the written consent of the
Director of Medicaid Fraud Control Unit or the Bureau Chief of the Division of Criminal

Justice’s Statewide Prosecution Bureau.

This Order is effective on the date it is signed by the Board.

The Board hereby informs Respondent, Kristen Jodoin, and the Department of this decision.

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this day of April, 2021.

BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING

By

Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair



SUMMARY SUSPENSION COVER SHEET

In Re: Sara Smith, RN Petition No. 2021-181

1. Sara Smith of Shelton, Connecticut (“respondent”) graduated from St. Vincent’s College and was
licensed to practice nursing in 2017.

2. On September 18, 2019, the Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing (“the Board”) ordered a
Consent Order in Petition No. 2020-443 (“Consent Order”) based upon respondent’s abuse of
controlled substances. The Consent Order placed respondent’s license on probation for four years
and required her, in part, to submit to random urine screens which were to be negative for the
presence of drugs and alcohol.

3. Respondent violated the terms of the Consent Order when she tested positive for and/or abused or
utilized to excess oxymorphone and/or propoxyphene on or about March 3, 2020 and when she
tested positive for and/or abused or utilized to excess oxymorphone on or about April 14, 2020.

4. On January 20, 2021, the Board ordered a Memorandum of Decision in Petition No. 2020-373

based upon respondent’s violation of the terms of the Consent Order. Respondent’s
license was placed on probation for four years, and she was required, in part, to submit to
random urine screens which were to be negative for the presence of drugs and alcohol.

5. On or about February 11, 2021, respondent’s urine tested positive for fentanyl and/or
norafentanyl.

6. On or about February 11, 2021, respondent’s abused and/ utilized to excess fentanyl and/or
norafentanyl.

7. Respondent’s abuse and/or excessive use of fentanyl and/or norafentanyl does, and/or may, affect
her practice of nursing.

8. For the foregoing reasons, the Department believes that respondent’s continued nursing practice

represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety. The Department



respectfully requests the Board to summarily suspend respondent’s nursing license until a full

hearing on the merits can be held.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This document and all attachments may contain information that
is confidential or privileged. Please do not disseminate, distribute or copy the contents or discuss
with parties who are not directly involved in this petition. Thank you.



STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

Inre: Sara Smith, RN Petition No. 2021-181

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION

The Department of Public Health (hereinafter "the Department") hereby moves in accordance with
Connecticut General Statutes §§4-182(c) and 19a-17(c) the Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing
to summarily suspend Sara Smith’s Connecticut nursing license. This motion is based on the attached
Statement of Charges, Affidavit, documents and on the Department's information and belief that Sara
Smith’s continued nursing practice represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and
safety.

: . 18th March
Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this day of ,2021.

Christian D. Andresen, MPH, CPH, Section Chief
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section
Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch



In re:

STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

Sara Smith, RN Petition No. 2021-181

STATEMENT OF CHARGES

Pursuant to the General Statutes of Connecticut, §§19a-10 and 19a-14, the Department of Public

Health (hereinafter "the Department") brings the following charges against Sara Smith:

1.

Sara Smith of Shelton, Connecticut (hereinafter "respondent") is the holder of
Connecticut registered nursing license number 122048.
On January 20, 2021, the Board ordered a Memorandum of Decision in Petition No. 2020-373
(“Order”) based upon respondent’s abuse of controlled substances. The Order
placed respondent’s nursing license on probation for four years, and required her, in
part, to submit to random urine screens which were to be negative for the presence of drugs and
alcohol.
On or about February 11, 2021, respondent’s urine tested positive for fentanyl and/or
norafentanyl.
On or about February 11, 2021, respondent abused and/ utilized to excess fentanyl and/or
norafentanyl.
Respondent’s abuse and/or excessive use of fentanyl and/or norafentanyl does, and/or may,
affect her practice of nursing.
Respondent’s conduct as described constitutes violations of the probationary terms
required by the Order and subjects her license to revocation or other disciplinary action
authorized by Connecticut General Statutes §§19a-17 and 20-99(b) including but not limited to

§20-99(b)(2) and/or §20-99(b)(5).



THEREFORE, the Department prays that:
The Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing, as authorized by Connecticut General
Statutes §§20-99(b) and 19a-17, revoke or order other disciplinary action against respondent’s
nursing license as it deems appropriate and consistent with law.

17th March
Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this day of ,2021.

Christian D. Andresen, MPH, CPH, Section Chief
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section
Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch



STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH
PETITION NO. 2020-373
IN RE: Sara Smith
MARCH 31, 2021

OBJECTION TO PETITION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION

The Respondent, Sara Smith, R.N., hereby objects to the Petition for Summary
Suspension filed by the Department of Public Health, dated March 18, 2021. In support of her
objection, the Respondent states the following:

1. The Respondent, Ms. Sara Smith (“Smith”) is a 2017 graduate of St. Vincent’s
College and is the holder of Connecticut registered nursing licenses number 122048.

2. On or about September 18, 2019, the Connecticut Board of Examiners for
Nursing (hereinafter “the Board”) ordered a Consent Order in Petition No. 2020-443 (“Order”)
based upon respondent’s abuse of controlled substances (namely codeine). The Order placed
respondent's license on probation for four years and required her, in part, to submit to random
urine screens which shall be negative for the presence of drugs and alcohol.

3. On about March 3, 2020, the Respondent tested positive for Oxymorphone (216
ng/mL). She also tested positive for Oxymorphone on April 14, 2020 (299 ng/mL). On January
20, 2021, the Board ordered a Memorandum of Decision in Petition No. 2020-373 based upon

1

BROWN PAINDIRIS & SCOTT, LLP — ATTORNEYS AT LAW
100 PEARL STREET, 2N FLOOR, HARTFORD, CT 06103 — (860) 522-3343 — JURIS NO. 020767




respondent’s violation of the terms of the Consent Order. Respondent’s license was placed on
probation for four years, and she was required, in part, to submit to random urine.

4. The Respondent’s urines have been negative for any substances since at least
April of 2020. The only purported positive result is the specimen of February 11, 2021, for
which the Respondent adamantly denies having used Fentanyl.

5. The most recent therapy report to the Department of the Respondent’s provider
indicates relative to her present nursing competence that “if client tests positive a higher level of
care is recommended prior to returning to nursing position.” (Emphasis added). Thus, if the
positive result is in error, the condition is not met and a higher level of care is not indicated. The
provider does not write, or even suggest, that his opinion is based on anything other than the
urine test results.

6. The Respondent has requested DNA testing of the subject specimen in support of
her emphatic denial of using fentanyl or any other substances. In fact, of the Department’s
exhibit in support of its motion for summary suspension, more than half of that exhibit, pages 13
through 49, are essentially email strings between the Department, the lab (LabCorp) and Ms.
Smith wherein Ms. Smith is asking for the specimen to be retested, subjected to a DNA analysis,
and adamantly denying ever having used fentanyl.

7. Moreover, the Respondent has been left in a Catch-22, where only she knows that
she did not use fentanyl and the lab (LabCorp) has the specimen at issue (if it is being retained)
and refuses to permit the DNA testing on the specimen without providing any reason. The
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Respondents Exhibit A includes more recent emails between the Respondent and an employee of
LabCorp. Note Page 5, wherein Onnette Moore, Identity Account Specialist from LabCorp,
indicates to Ms. Smith “Rather, that LabCorp would not be able to assist with this matter.”

8. LabCorp’s unwillingness to undertake DNA testing of this specimen in the face of
Ms. Smith’s confidence that she has not used fentanyl suggests that the lab does not want to face
the uncertainty of whether this positive result was somehow an error on its part.

0. Additionally, the lab results themselves create uncertainty regarding the validity,
again an uncertainty that the lab has refused to respond to. The lab results from the February 11,
2021 specimen are included at pages 6 and 7 of the Department’s exhibit. The specimen
purportedly taken from Ms. Smith on February 11, 2021 indicated a positive result for fentanyl
of 5494 pg/mL, but negative for its metabolite, norfentanyl. The “cutoff” for the fentanyl testing
is described as 500 pg/mL, meaning that this sample is nearly 11 times the cutoff limit.

10. It is unclear how (1) this sample could have a such a high concentration of
fentanyl without any of the substance’s metabolite (norfentanyl) being present and (2) whether
this high a level of fentanyl in the urine is consistent with neither fentanyl, nor norfentanyl being
present in Ms. Smith’s specimen from only six days later (February 17, 2021), which appear on
Pages 10 and 11 of the Department’s exhibit. While the Respondent believes that this issue
bears on the validity of the results, LabCorp disagreed and refused to address the issue. See
Respondent’s Exhibit B.
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11. Under Connecticut General Statutes Section 4-182(c) “... If the agency finds that
public health, safety or welfare imperatively requires emergency action, and incorporates a
finding to that effect in its order, summary suspension of a license may be ordered pending
proceedings for revocation or other action.”

12. Moreover, Connecticut General Statutes Section 19a-17(c) indicates that the
Board “...may summarily suspend a practitioner's license or permit in advance of a final
adjudication or during the appeals process if such board or commission or the department finds
that a practitioner or permittee represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and
safety if he is allowed to continue to practice.” (Emphasis added).

13. In this case, there is no clear and immediate danger before the Board to justify a
summary suspension. The Department asks the Board to accept the results from LabCorp
despite Ms. Smith’s adamant denials and zealous advocacy to have the specimen retested and
subjected to a DNA test. Ms. Smith has patently not acted as someone trying to hide her use, but
to challenge the validity of the results being used against her.

14. Ms. Smith’s counselor has not indicated that she is per se unable to competently
practice nursing, but instead conditions his opinion on the validity of the positive result as well.

15. Ms. Smith has never been previously accused of using fentanyl, nor has she ever

tested positive for fentanyl in the years that she has been continuously subjected to monitoring.
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16. It should also be noted that when Ms. Smith previously tested positive for
substances in the course of her Consent Order, she had immediately increased her level of care
and acknowledged the Board her relapse and the steps she had undertaken to address the same.

17. Thus, there is insufficient evidence before the Board to conclude that Ms. Smith
has, in fact, used fentanyl or that the same has impacted her ability to provide competent nursing
service.

WHEREFORE, the Respondent respectfully requests that the Board deny the Department’s
Motion for Summary Suspension in this case.

RESPONDENT, SARA SMITH

LT i

Cody N. Guarnieri, Esq.
Brown Paindiris & Scott, LLP
100 Pearl Street, Suite 200
Hartford, CT 06103

(Tel.) 860-522-3343

(Fax) 860-522-2490
cody@bpslawyers.com
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CERTIFICATION

A copy of this Answer was emailed to Attorney Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney for the
Connecticut Department of Public Health, to Joelle.Newton@ct.gov and Jeffrey A. Kardys,

Administrative Hearings Specialist, Connecticut Department of Public Health, to

(0 Lot

Cody N. Guatnieri

Jeffrey Kardys@ct.gov, on this 31% day of March, 2021.
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SUMMARY SUSPENSION COVER SHEET

In Re: Stacey Kinsley, RN Petition No. 2020-972

1. Stacey Kinsley of Newtown, Connecticut (hereinafter “respondent”) graduated from St Vincent's
College and was licensed to practice nursing in 1998. She has not been subject to previous disci-
pline.

2. On or about August 27, 2020, respondent was practicing nursing at Danbury Hospital in Dan-

bury, Connecticut. On said date, respondent:

a. diverted lorazepam from a patient and/or from medication stock;

b. failed to completely, properly and/or accurately document medical or hospital
records; and/or,

c. falsified one or more Controlled Substance Receipt Records

3. On multiple occasions in 2020, January 2021, February 2021, and/or March 2021, respondent
abused or utilized to excess alcohol.

4. From approximately 2020 through the present, respondent has or had emotional disorders and/or
mental illnesses (“diagnoses”).

5. Respondent’s diagnoses and/or abuse and/or excessive use of alcohol, does, and/or may, affect
her practice of nursing.

6. The above facts constitute grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to Connecticut General Stat-

utes §20-99 including but not limited to

a. §20-99(b)(2);
b. §20-99(b)(4);
c. §20-99(b)(5);

d. §20-99(b)(6); and/or
§20-99(b)(7).

7. For the foregoing reasons, the Department believes that respondent’s continued nursing practice

@

represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety. The Department respect-
fully requests that the Board summarily suspend respondent’s nursing license until a full hearing

on the merits can be held.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This document and all attachments may contain information that is confidential or
privileged. Please do not disseminate, distribute or copy the contents or discuss with parties who are not directly
involved in this petition. Thank you.



STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

Inre: Stacey Kinsley, RN Petition No. 2020-972

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION

The Department of Public Health (hereinafter "the Department") hereby moves in accordance with
Connecticut General Statutes §§4-182(c) and 19a-17(c) that the Connecticut Board of Examiners for
Nursing summarily suspend respondent’s nursing license in Connecticut. This motion is based on the
attached Statement of Charges, Affidavits and on the Department's information and belief that
respondent’s continued nursing practice represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health

and safety.

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this _ 7th  day of April, 2021.

Christian D. Andresen, MPH, CPH, Section Chief
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section
Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch



STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

In re: Stacey Kinsley, RN Petition No. 2020-972

STATEMENT OF CHARGES

Pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §§19a-10 and 19a-14, the Department of Public Health

(hereinafter "the Department") brings the following charges against Stacey Kinsley:

1. Stacey Kinsley of Newtown, Connecticut (hereinafter "respondent") is the holder of
Connecticut registered nursing license number E60493.
2. On or about August 27, 2020, respondent was practicing nursing at Danbury Hospital in

Danbury, Connecticut. On said date, respondent:

a. diverted lorazepam from a patient and/or from medication stock;

b. failed to completely, properly and/or accurately document medical or hospital
records; and/or,

c. falsified one or more Controlled Substance Receipt Records

3. On multiple occasions in 2020, January 2021, February 2021, and/or March 2021, respondent
abused or utilized to excess alcohol.

4. From approximately 2020 through the present, respondent has or had emotional disorders
and/or mental illnesses (“diagnoses”).

5. Respondent’s diagnoses and/or abuse and/or excessive use of alcohol, does, and/or may,
affect her practice of nursing.

6. The above facts constitute grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to Connecticut General
Statutes §20-99 including but not limited to

f.  §20-99(b)(2);
g §20-99(b)(4);
h. §20-99(b)(5);
1. §20-99(b)(6); and/or
7o §20-99(b)(7).



THEREFORE, the Department prays that:

The Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing as authorized by Connecticut General
Statutes §§20-99(b) and 19a-17, revoke or order other disciplinary action against respondent’s
nursing license as it deems appropriate and consistent with law.

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this 7th day of April, 2021.

Christian D. Andresen, MPH, CPH, Section Chief
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section
Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch



SUMMARY SUSPENSION COVER SHEET

In re: Pamela D. Franklin, R.N. Petition No. 2020-1211

1. Pamela D. Franklin of New Britain, Connecticut (hereinafter “respondent”) was issued
license number 087089 to practice as a registered nurse on October 23, 2008.

2. Respondent graduated from Goodwin College in 2008.

3. Respondent has no disciplinary history.

4. From approximately November 2020 to the present, respondent has and/or had one or more
emotional disorders or mental illnesses that does, and/or may, affect her ability to practice
nursing.

5. In or about November 2020, respondent abused and/or utilized to excess alcohol.
Respondent’s abuse and/or excess use of alcohol does, and/or may, affect her practice as a
nurse.

6. For the foregoing reasons, the Department believes that respondent’s continued practice as a

nurse represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety. The
Department respectfully requests that this Board summarily suspend respondent’s license
until a full hearing on the merits can be held.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This document and all
attachments may contain information that is confidential or
privileged. Please do not disseminate, distribute or copy the
contents or discuss with parties who are not directly involved in this
petition.

Summary 6/98 11-1



STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

Inre: Pamela D. Franklin, R.N. Petition No. 2020-1211

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION

The Department of Public Health (hereinafter "the Department") hereby moves in accordance
with the Connecticut General Statutes §§4-182(c) and 19a-17(c) that the Connecticut Board of
Examiners for Nursing summarily suspend the license of Pamela D. Franklin to practice nursing
in Connecticut. This motion is based on the attached Statement of Charges, Affidavits and on the
Department's information and belief that the continued practice of Pamela D. Franklin represents

a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety.

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this 7th day of April, 2021.

Christian D. Andresen, MPH, Section Chief
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section
Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch

Summary 6/98 11-2



STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

In re: Pamela D. Franklin, R.N. Petition No. 2020-1211

STATEMENT OF CHARGES

Pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §§19a-10 and 19a-14, the Department of Public Health
(hereinafter "the Department") brings the following charges against Pamela D. Franklin:

1.  Pamela D. Franklin of New Britain, Connecticut (hereinafter "respondent") is, and has
been at all times referenced in this Statement of Charges, the holder of Connecticut
registered nurse license number 087089.

2. From approximately November 2020 to the present, respondent has and/or had one or
more emotional disorders or mental illnesses that does, and/or may, affect her practice as a
nurse.

3. Inor about November 2020, respondent abused and/or utilized to excess alcohol.

4.  Respondent’s abuse of alcohol does, and/or may, affect her practice as a nurse.

5. The above facts constitute grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to Connecticut General
Statutes §20-99(b), including but not limited to:

a. §20-99(b)(4); and/or
b.  §20-99(b)(5).
THEREFORE, the Department prays that:
The Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing, as authorized by Connecticut General
Statutes §§20-99(b) and 19a-17, revoke or order other disciplinary action against the

license of Pamela D. Franklin as it deems appropriate and consistent with law.

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this _7th day of April, 2021.

Christian D. Andresen, MPH, Section Chief
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations
Section Healthcare Quality and Safety
Branch

ssoc2
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SUMMARY SUSPENSION COVER SHEET

In Re: Amanda Claffey, RN Petition No. 2021-284

1. Amanda Claffey of Newington, Connecticut (“respondent”) graduated from Goodwin
College and was licensed to practice nursing in 2012.

2. OnOctober 16, 2019, the Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing (“the Board”) issued
aConsent Order inPetition No. 2019-102 (“Consent Order”) based, in part, upon respondent’s
diversion of controlled substances from hospital stock and her abuse of controlled substances.
The Consent Order required respondent, in part, to (a) to submit to random urine screens
all of which must be negative; and that (b) missed screens shall be deemed a positive
screen.

3. On or about March 26, 2021 and/or April 7, 2021, respondentaxwed and/or utilized
to excess morphine.

4. On or about March 26, 2021 and/or April 7, 2021, respondent’s urine tested positive for
morphine.

5 On or about March 31, 2021 respondent’s urine tested positive for controlled substances when
defald to submit to a urine screen when contacted to do so by her screening monitor.

6. Respondent’s abuse and/or excess use of morphine does, and/or may, affect her practice
as a nurse.

7. For the foregoing reasons, the Department believes that respondent’s practice of nursing
represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety. The
Department respectfully requests that the Board summarily suspend respondent’s nursing
license until a full hearing on the merits can be held.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This document and all attachments may contain information
that is confidential or privileged. Please do not disseminate, distribute or copy the contents or
discuss with parties who are not directly involved in this petition. Thank you.



STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

Inre: Amanda Claffey, RN Petition No. 2021-284

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION

The Department of Public Health (hereinafter "the Department™) hereby moves in accordance with
Connecticut General Statutes §84-182(c) and 19a-17(c) that the Connecticut Board of Examiners
for Nursing summarily suspend Amanda Claffey’s Connecticut nursing license. This motion is
based on the attached Statement of Charges, Affidavit and on the Department's information and
belief that Amanda Claffey’s continued nursing practice represents a clear and immediate danger

to the public health and safety.

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this __15th day of April, 2021.

Christian D. Andresen, MPH, CPH, Section Chief
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section
Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch



STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

In re: Amanda Claffey, RN Petition No. 2021-284

STATEMENT OF CHARGES

Pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §819a-10 and 19a-14, the Department of Public Health

(hereinafter "the Department™) brings the following charges against Amanda Claffey:

1.

Amanda Claffey of Newington, Connecticut (hereinafter "respondent™) is the holder of
Connecticut registered nursing license number 108284,

On October 16, 2019, the Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing (“the Board”) issued a
Consent Order inPetitionNo. 2019-102 (“Consent Order”) based, in part, upon respondent’s
diversion of controlled substances from hospital stock and abuse of controlled substances. The
Consent Order required respondent, in part, to (a) to submit to random urine screens all of
which must be negative; and that (b) missed screens shall be deemed a positive screen.

On or about March 26, 2021 and/or April 7, 2021, respondent abused and/or utilized to

excess morphine.

On or about March 26, 2021 and/or April 7, 2021, respondent’s urine tested positive for

morphine.

On or about March 31, 2021 respondent’s urine tested positive for controlled substanceswhenge
failed to submit to a urine screen when contacted to do so by her screening monitor.
Respondent’s abuse and/or excess use of morphine does, and/or may, affect her practice as a

nurse.



7. Respondent’s conduct as described above constitutes a violation of the Consent Order’s
probationary terms and constitutes grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to Connecticut

Statutes §20-99 including but not limited to 820-99(b)(5).

THEREFORE, the Department prays that:
The Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing, as authorized by Connecticut General Statutes

8820-99(b) and 19a-17, revoke or order other disciplinary action against respondent’s nursing
license as it deems appropriate and consistent with law.

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this __15th  day of April, 2021.

Christian D. Andresen, MPH,CPH, Section Chief
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section
Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch



SUMMARY SUSPENSION COVER SHEET

In re: David Martin, R.N. Petition No. 2021-242

1. David Martin of Thomaston, Connecticut was issued license number 143914 to practice as
a registered nurse on August 3, 2017.

2. Respondent graduated from Gateway Community College in 2017.

3. On or about February 19, 2020, respondent entered into an Interim Consent Order and
agreed to a voluntary suspension of his nursing license.

4. On November 18, 2020, the Board of Examiners for Nursing (“the Board”) ordered a
Consent Order in Petition Number 2019-31 (hereinafter “the 2020 Consent Order”) that
placed respondent’s nursing license on probation for a period of four years. Such
disciplinary action was based, in part, upon respondent’s admitted diversion of Dilaudid
for personal use and/or his abuse or excess use of controlled substances and alcohol.

5. The 2020 Consent Order specifically provided that respondent shall not obtain or use
controlled substances unless prescribed for a legitimate therapeutic purpose by a licensed
health care professional; that respondent shall submit to observed random urine screens for
drugs and alcohol; and that if respondent fails to submit a urine sample when requested to
do so by his monitor, such missed screen shall be deemed to be a positive screen.

6.  On or about February 25, 2021, respondent abused and/or utilized to excess heroin.
Respondent’s abuse and/or excess use of heroin does, and/or may, affect his practice as a
nurse.

7. On or about March 1 and/or March 10, 2021, respondent failed to submit a urine sample
when requested to do so by his monitor, in violation of the 2020 Consent Order.

8.  For the foregoing reasons, the Department believes that respondent’s continued practice as
a nurse represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety. The
Department respectfully requests that this Board summarily suspend respondent’s license
until a full hearing on the merits can be held.

Summary 6/98 11-2



STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

Inre: David Martin, R.N. Petition No. 2021-242

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION

The Department of Public Health (hereinafter "the Department") hereby moves in accordance
with Connecticut General Statutes §§4-182(c) and 19a-17(c) that the Connecticut Board of
Examiners for Nursing summarily suspend the license of David Martin to practice nursing in
Connecticut. This motion is based on the attached Statement of Charges, Affidavits and on the
Department's information and belief that the continued practice of David Martin represents a

clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety.

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this 13th day of April, 2021.

Christian D. Andresen, MPH, Section Chief
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section
Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch

Summary 6/98 11-3



In re:

STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

David Martin, R. N. Petition No. 2021-242

STATEMENT OF CHARGES

Pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes, §§19a-10 and 19a-14, the Department of Public Health
(hereinafter "the Department") brings the following charges against David Martin:

Summary

FIRST COUNT

David Martin of Thomaston, Connecticut (hereinafter "respondent") is, and has been at all
times referenced in this Statement of Charges, the holder of Connecticut registered nurse
license number 143914.

On or about February 25, 2021, respondent abused and/or utilized to excess heroin.

Respondent’s abuse and/or excess use of heroin does, and/or may, affect his practice as a
nurse.

The above facts constitute grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to Connecticut General
Statutes §20-99(b), including but not limited to §20-99(b)(5).

SECOND COUNT
Paragraphs 1 and 2 are incorporated herein by reference as if set forth in full.

On November 18, 2020, the Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing (hereinafter “the
Board”) ordered a Consent Order in Petition Number 2019-31 (hereinafter “the Consent
Order”) that placed respondent’s nursing license on probation for a period of four (4)
years. Such disciplinary action was based, in part, upon respondent’s admitted diversion
of dilaudid and/or his abuse or excess use of controlled substances and alcohol.

The Consent Order required, in part, that respondent shall not obtain or use controlled
substances unless prescribed for a legitimate therapeutic purpose by a licensed health care
professional; that respondent shall submit to observed random urine screens for drugs and
alcohol; and that if respondent fails to submit a urine sample when requested to do so by
his monitor, such missed screen shall be deemed to be a positive screen.

On or about March 1 and/or March 10, 2021, respondent failed to submit a urine sample
when requested to do so by his monitor.

Respondent’s conduct as described above constitutes violations of the terms of probation
as set forth in the Consent Order, and subjects respondent’s license to revocation or other
disciplinary action authorized by Connecticut General Statutes §§19a-17 and 20-99(b).

6/98 11-4



THEREFORE, the Department prays that:

The Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing, as authorized by Connecticut General
Statutes §§20-99(b) and 19a-17, revoke or order other disciplinary action against the
license of David Martin as it deems appropriate and consistent with law.

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this 13th day of April, 2021.

Christian D. Andresen, MPH, Section Chief
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section
Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch

soc2
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CONSENT ORDER COVER SHEET

Inre: Amy Saunders, L.P.N. Petition No. 2019-619

1. Amy Saunders (hereinafter "respondent") of Naugatuck, Connecticut graduated from the

New England Technical Institute and was licensed to practice as a licensed practical nurse in 2005.
she has not been previously disciplined by the Department.

On one occasion in 2018, respondent provided an individual with a single Zofran tablet. Said
individual was not a patient and did not have a prescription nor a physician’s order for the

Zofran.

In or about December 26, 2018 respondent took twice the amount of a prescribed

controlled substance while at work and was sent home sick due to sluggish behavior.

In or about August 28, 2019, respondent utilized marijuana.

The proposed Consent Order places respondent’s license on probation for one year and

requires:

Urine screens,

Therapy,

Employer reports, and

Coursework in Professional Ethics and Boundaries.

6. The Department and respondent respectfully request the Board to accept the proposed Consent
Order.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This document and all attachments may contain confidential or

privileged information. Please do not disseminate, distribute, or copy the contents or discuss with
parties who are not directly involved in this petition. Thank you.



STATE OF CONNECTICUT .
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH -
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH
Inre: Amy Saunders, L.P.N. ' * " Petition No. 2019-619

CONSENT ORDER

WHEREAS, Amy Saunders (hereinafter "rcs'ﬁondent") of Naugatuck, Connecticut, has been issued
license number 031466 to practice as a ]icénséd practical nurse by the Connecticut Department of

Public Health (hereinafter "the Department") pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes, Chapter 378,

4

as amended. -

WHEREAS, the Department alleges:

1. On one occasion in 2018, respondent provided an individual with a single Zofran tablet. Said

individual was not a patient and did not have a prescription nor a physician’s order for the
Zofran.

2. Inor ab_dut December 26, 2018 respondent took twice the amount of a prescribed
controlled substance while at work and was sent home sick due to sluggish behavior.
3. In or about August 28, 2019, respondent utilized ﬁlarijuana.

4, Re:3p0ndént’s use of marijuana and/or controlled substancés.does, and/or may, affect her practice

of nursing.

5. The above facts constitute grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to Connecticut General
Statutes §20-99 including but not limited to §20-99(b)(5). -

WHEREAS, respondent, in consideration of this .Consent Order, has chosen not to contest the above
allegations at a hearing before the Connecticut State Board of Examiners for Nursing (hereinatter

"the Board"). ‘Respondent agrees that for the purpose of this or any future proceedings before the

P1



“Board this Consent Order shall have the same effect as if ordered after a full hearing pursuant to

Connecticut General Statutes §§19a-9, 19a-10, and 20-99(a).

NéW THEREFORE, pursuant to C_onﬁecticut General Statutes §§19a-17 and 20-9_9(a)v, respondent

~ hereby stipulafeé and agrees to the foilowi.ng: | |

| Réspondent waives her right to a hearing on the merits of this matter.

2. Respondent’s Connecticut licensed practical ﬁurse license mimber 031466 is hereby
reprimanded.

3. Respondent shiall comply with all federal and state statutes and regulations applicable to her

| profession.

4.  Respondent's Connecticut licensed practical nurse license number 031466 is hercby placedon .
probation for one year, subj ect o the following terms and conditions:

A At hér own expense; she shall engage in therapy and counseling with a Connectici._lt
licensed therapist tﬁereinafter "therapist") pre-approved by the Departmént for the entire
probationary period.-

(1)  She shall provide a copy of this Consent Ordcf to her therapist.
(2) Her therapist shall furnish written confirmation to the Depai‘tment of his or her
engagement in that capacity and receipt of a copy of this Céﬁsent Order within
 fifteen (15) days of the effective datc of this Consent Order.
3 It respondent‘s therapi-st determines fhatotherapy is no longer necessary, that a
reduction in frequency of therapy 1s wananfed, or that resﬁondent should be
transferred to énother therapist, he 01; she shall advise the Departmient. Said

termination of therapy, reduction in ﬁ'equency of therapy, and/or respondent's‘
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| transfer to a;nother ﬂlcrapist shall not ocour uritil approved by the Departmeﬁ.
However, if therapp ispterminz.ited with approval of the Department, respondent's
therapist shall continue tp monitor her alcoﬁol and drug free stafus by monitoring
and rcviewing the observed ramiom urine S(;rcens for drugs and
alcohol as descnbed in paragraph B below, and by prowdmg the reports described
in paragraph C below.

. '(4)  The therapist shall immediatelp notify the Department in writing if respondent

| discontinues therapy and/or terminates his pr her services.

_ Respondent shall not obtain or use controlled substances, legend drugs or alcohol in any

form unless prescribed or recommended for a legitimate therapeutic purpose bya

licensed health care professional author.ized_ to prescribe medications. Respondent sha]l.
inform said health care professional of respondent’s history of marijuana and controlled
substance use.

(1) Ather own expense she shall submit to observed random urine screeps for drugs
and alcohol, in accordance with Department Requlrements for Drug and Alcohol
Screens, attached hereto marked as (“Attdchment “A’: Department Requirements
for Drug and Alcohol Séreens”) at a testing facility approved by the Department,
after consultaﬁon with the Department, as ordered by her tlierapist and/or personal
physician. Laboratory reports of rap&om alcohol and drug screens shall be
submitted directly to the Department by the testing laboratory All such observed
random drug and aleohol screens shall be Iega]ly defens1ble i that the specimen

donor and chain of custody can be identified throughout the screening process. .
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3)

(4)

(5)

All laboratory rcp‘oﬁs shall indicate that the chain of custody procédure has b;-:en
followed.
Respondent shall be responsible for notifying the laboratory, her therapist, the
Department and her pr'esc;,ribirlg p.ractitioner of any drug(s) she is taking. For the
preécrlption c;f a controlled substance(s;) for more than two consecutive weeks, the
respondent sha]i cause the provider prescribing the controlled substance(s) tp A
submit quarterly reports to the Department, qntil shc]i time as the controlled
suBstance('s) are not ‘prcscribed by the provider, dbcumenting the following:
1. A list of controlled substances prescﬂﬁed by ﬂiis provider for the

_ respondent;
2. A li_s.t of controlled substance(s) prescﬁbed by other providers;
3. Anevaluation of the respondent's need for the controll;:d substance;
4.  An assessment of the respondent's continued need for the controlled

substancé(é_).

There must be at least one tl) such observed random alcohiol/drug screen and |
a_ccompanying laboratory report évery month of the probationary périod.
There must be at least one (l)r_random tests for Ethylglucuromde (EtG) and
accompanying laboratory report every two months of the probationary period.
All screens shall be negative for the pres_eﬁce of drugs and alcdhol. Respondent
agrees that an EtG test rebort of EfG at a level of 1000ng/mL or highef shall be
deeined to constitute a p'ositiv“e_ screen, for tt_ie ﬁres,ence of alcohol under this
Consent Order._ In the event respondent has a positive s_c.reen for morphine,

opiates andfor_.aléohol or if the test reports EtG at 1000ng/mL or higher,
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respondent agrees that the ingestion of poppy seeds a;ndfor mouthwash a1.1d/0r over ‘_
the counter cough or cold medicines remedies shall not constitute a -defense to
such a.screeu'.
(6) -' All posiﬁve screen resulfs shali be confirmed by gas chromatograph/mass
" spectrometer (GC/MS) testing. |
(7) Respondent is hereby aa\dsed that the -mgesti;)n of poppy seeds, mouthwash and
over the counter cough or cold medicines or remedies has from time to time, been
faised as a defense to a positive screen result for morphine, opiatés and/or alcohol
and as ‘a defense of EtG at 1000ng/mlL or higher. For that reason, respondent
~ agrees to refrain from inge{;ting i)oppy seeds in any food substances, mouthwash
and over the counter cough or cold medicines or remedies dﬁring the term of this
Consent drder. In the event respondént has a positive screen for morphine,
opiates and/or alcohol or if respondent’s test reports Et(G at 1000ng/n1L or higher,
respondent agreés that the ingestion of poppy seeds. and/or mouthwash and/or over
 the counter cough or cold medicines or remedies shall ot constitirte a defense to
such é ééreen.
Respondent shall be responsible for the provision of quarterly written reports from her
theraﬁist directly to the Departmént for the entire probationary p;eriod. Such reporta;
shall include documentation' of dates of treatment, an evaluation of respondent’s f)rogress
in t.reahnent and of her drug and alcohpl frée status as established by the observed
random urine screens for drugs ;and alcohol, an evaluation of her ability to safely and
cpmpetently practice nursing, and ooﬁies of all urine screens and laboratory feports

ordered by said therapist.



NOtWiﬂlSta]l'djl;g the foregoing, respondent's theraﬁist shall immediately report tol the
Department any confirmed positive alcohol/drug screen and any conduct or C(;ndition on
;espondent‘s part which does or ma.y vio:late any federal or state statate or regulation
applicable to her profes'sion.

Respondent shall provide a copy of this C_fmsent Order to all current and future
employers for ﬂ_w duration of her probation.

. Respondent éhall attend and successfully complete coursework in Professional Ethics
and Boundaries within the f'ﬁst three months éf probation. Within fourteen (14) days of |
the compleﬁon of -s aid coursework, respondent shall ﬁrovide the Department with proof,
to thg Department’s satisfaction, of the successful completion of s-aid coursework.
Respondent shall provide her supel;visor at each place where respoﬂdent practices
nursing throughout the probationary period (hereinafter “superviéor”) with a co.p.y of this
Consent.()r'der w1thm ﬁfteen (15) days of itseﬁ'ec“cive daté, or within fifteen (15) days of
commencement of practice with a ne;w employer. ~Resp.0ndent agrcés to provide
quarterly ]'?CPOITS.fI'O]D such supervisor stating whether respondent is practicing with
reasonable skill and safety and in an alcohol and substance-free state. A report
indicating thaj respondent is not practicing with reasonable skill and safety shall be
deemed to be a violation of ;chis Consent Order.l

: ﬁespondent shall notify the Department in writing of any change of employment within

fifieen (15) days of such change.

Respondent shall notify the Department of any change in hler'ho_me or business address

within fifteen (15) days.of such change.
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10.

~ Quality and Safety Branch of the Department.

J.  All reports required by the terms of this Consent Order shall be due according to a

schedule to be established by the Departrment of Public Health.

K. Al conespondencé and reports shall be addressed _to-:
Lavita Sookram, R.N.., Nurse Consultant
Practitioner Compliance and Monitoring Unit
Department of Public Health
410 Capitol Avenue, MS #12HSR
P.0. Box 340308
Hartford, CT 06134-0308
Any'violatioi; of the terms of this Consent Order without prior written approval by the Board
shall constitute grounds for the Department to seek revocation of respondent's nursing license
following notice and an opportunity to be heard. Respondent shall pay all costs nécessary-to
comply with this Consent Order.
Any extension of time or grace period for reporting granted by the Board shall not be a waiver
or preclude the Board's right to take action at a later time. The Board shall not be reciuired to
grant future extensions of time or grabe periods.
Legal notice of any action shall be deemed sufficient if sent to respondent's last known address
of record reported to the Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section of the Healthcare
This Consent Order is effective on the first day of the month immediately foilowing the month
in which this Consent Order is approved and accepted by the Board.
Respondent understands that this Consent Order is a public record.

Respondent understands and agrees that this Consent Order shall be deemed as evidence of the

above-alleged violations in any proceeding before the Board in which (1) reépondent’ s
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11.

12.

compliance Witil th.lS same Consent Order is af issue, or (2) respondent’s compliance with
Connecticut Genéral Statites §20-99(b), as amended, is at issﬁe. Further; respondent o
understands that any discipline imposed by this Consent Order shall be repérted to the
Natiénal Practitioner Data Bank maintained by the United States Department of Healtﬁ and
Human Sérvices.

If, during the period of probation, respondent practices ﬁursing outside _Connecticut, '
respondent shali p-rov'ide written notice to the Department concerning such practicé. During

such time period, respondent shall not be responsible for complying with the terms of

. probation Qf this Consent Order, and such time period shall not be counted in reducing the

probationary period covered by this Consent Order. Respondent may' comply with the terms
of probation while précticihg outside Connecticut if pre-approved by the Department. In the
event respondent intends to return to the practice of nursing in Connecticut, respondent shall

proﬁde the Department with thirty (30) days prior written notice and agrees to conﬁply with all

. terms and conditions contained in paragraph 4 above.

In the event respondent violates a term of this Consent Ordér, respondént agrees 'hnmed'ia.f[ely
to refrain from practicing as a nurse, upon request by the Department for a peﬁod not to
exceed 45 days. Respondent further agrees that failure to cooperate with the Department-in its
investigation duriné said ‘45~day period shall constitute grounds for the Department to seek a
summary suspension of respondent's license. In any such summary action, respondént »

stipulates that failure to cooperate with the Department's lim.'estigation shall be considered by

the Board and shall be given due weight by the Board'in‘deterr-nining whether respondent’s

conduct constitutes a clear and immediate danger as required pursuant to ‘Connecticut General
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13. -

14.

15.

Sltatutes'§§4-1 82(c) and 192-17(c). The Department and res_poﬁderit understand that the Board -
ha_s complete andr final discretiop as to ;wf}.lethgr a SUMMmAry suspension is or_dered.

In the event respondent \{ioiates any term of thi_s Consent Ord_er, said ﬁolatidn may a]sq
co'nstituté grounds for the Department to seek a summary suspension of _respoﬁdeﬁt’s license
before the Board. .

This Consent Order and terms set forth herein are not subject to reconsideration, collateral -

 attack or judicial review under any form or in any forum. Respondent agrees that this Consent

- Order shall not be subject to modification as a result of any claim that the terms contained

herein may result 'in action by ﬂ]ll’d pal;ties, including, but not limited to, healthcare fé_cilities
and/or credentialing or licehsure_ bc;afds and fespondent W.aiv.es any right to seek
reconsiderétion or modification of this Consent Order pursuant to Connecticut General

Statutes §4-181a. R63p0naent' assumes all responsibiﬁty for assessing such actions prior to the
execution of this document. Further, ‘this Consent Order is not subj ect to appeal c.)r review
under the provisions of Connecticut General Statutes, Chapters 54 and 368a provide;d that this
stiéﬁiation shall not deprive respondent of any other rights that respondent may have under the
laws of the State of Cénnecticut or the United States. '

Respondent permits a fépresentative of the Department to present this Consent Order and the
factl_lal basis for this Consent Order to the Board. The Department an(i responden;[ z_igfe-e that
the Board has complete and final discretion as to whether an é'xec{.lted Consent Order is
approved or accépted. Respondent hereby waives any claim of error tilat could be raised that is
related to .or arises during the course of the Boérci’s discussip'ns regarding whether to approve
ot reject this Consent Order and/or a Board member’s participation during this process, |

through the Board member’s review or comments, including but not limited to bias or reliance
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17.

18.

19,

on evidence outside the administrative record if this matter proceeds to a hearing ona -

Statement of Charges resulting in a proposed decision and/or final decision by 1t.hc Board.

~This Consent Order is a revocable offer of settlement, which may be modified by mutual

agreement or withdrawn by the Dep.artmen.t at any time prior to its being éxécuted by the last
signatory. | |
Res_pondent (‘;onsultcd with ]icr'attomcy prior to signing this Consent Order.

The execution of this document has n§ bearing on any criminal liability without the written
consent of the Director of the Medicaid Fraud Control Unit or the State’s Attorﬁey’s Office
'wh'érc the allegation occurred or Bureau Chief of the applicable unit in the Chicf State’s -
Attorney’s Office, The purpose of this Consent Order is to resolve the pending adﬁﬁnistrative
license disciplinai'y petition only, and-is not mtended to affect- any.civil or criminal liability or

defense.

This Consent Order embodies the entire-agreement of the parties with, respect to this case. All-

previous communications or agreements regarding the subject inatter of this Consent Order,
whether oral or written, between the parties are superseded unless expressly incorporated

herein or made a part hereof.
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I, Amy Saunders, have read the above Congent Order, and I agree to the terms set forth therein. 1

further declare the execution of this Consent Order 1o be my free act and deed.

unders

Subscrib.'cd' and sworn to before me this ? ﬂ‘ dayof __ Mar e 20207 z02{

- Commissidner Superior Court/Netary-Pﬁbﬁc
- <Joha Q. Gelde

The above Consent Order having been presented to the duly appointed agent of the Commissioner of

the Department of Public Health on the 17th day of March , 2024 itis

hereby accepted.

Christian D. Andresen, MPH, Section Chief
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section
Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch

The above Consent Order having been presented to the duly appointed agent of the Connecticut State

Board of Examiners for Nursing on the day of , 2021 itis

hereby ordered and accepted.

BY:

Connecticut State Board of Examiners for Nursing -
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CONSENT ORDER COVER SHEET

In re: Christopher James Banker, R.N. Petition No. 2020-582

1. Christopher James Banker of Plainfield, Connecticut (hercinafter "respondent™) was issued
license number 136174 to practice as a registered nurse on August 10, 2016.

2. Respondent graduated from the Three Rivers Community College — AND, Norwich,
Connecticut in 2016.

3. Respondent has no disciplinary history.

4. In or about April, May and/or June of 2020, respondent abused or utilized to excess alcohol.
In or about April, May and/or June of 2020, respondent was diagnosed with an emotional
disorder or mental illness. Respondent’s abuse and/or excess use of alcohol and/or his
emotional disorder or mental illness does, and/or may, affect his ability to practice nursing.

5. The proposed Consent Order provides for a four-year probationary period that includes
random alcohol/drug screens, employer reports, therapy reports, support group meetings,
and no home care, pool nursing or self-employment. The proposed Consent Order does not
contain a narcotic key restriction.

6. Respondent’s therapist has reported that respondent has attended support group meetings,
engages in regular exercise and relaxation techniques to manage stress, and appears engaged
and committed to treatment. Respondent’s therapist does not believe respondent is a threat
to others, provided he manages his emotions appropriately and maintains his sobriety.

7. The Department and respondent respectfully request that the Board accept the proposed
Consent Order.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This document and all attachments may
contain information that is confidential or privileged. Please do not
disseminate, distribute or copy the contents or discuss with parties who are
not directly involved in this petition.
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 4
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

L

In re: Christopher James Banker, R.N. Petition No., 2020-582

CONSENT ORDER

WHEREAS, Christopher James Banker (hereinafter "respondent") of Plainfield, Connecticut has
been issued license number 136174 to practice as a registered nurse by the Connecticut Department
of Public Health (hereinafter "the Department™) pursnant to Chapter 378 of the General Statutes of

Connecticut, as amended; and,

WHEREAS, respondent hereby admits and acknowledges that:
1. Inor about April, May and/or June of 2020, respondent abused and/or utilizéd to excess
alcohol.
2. Respondent’s abuse and/or excess use of alcohol does, and/or may, affect his practice as a
registered nurse.
3. In or about April, Méy and/or June of 2020, one or more health care practitioners diagnosed
respondent with an emotional disorder and/or a menta illness.
4.  Respondent’s emotional disorder or disorders and/or mental illness or illnesses does, and/or
may, affect his practice as a registered nurse.
5.  The above-described facts constitute grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to the General
Statutes of Connecticut, §20-99(b), including but not limited to:

a.  §20-99(b)(4); and/or
b.  §20-99(b)(5).
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WHEREAS, respondent, in consideration of this Consent Order, has chosen not to contest the above-
admitted violations or allegations at a hearing before the Board of Examiners for Nursing
(hereinafter "the Board"). Respondent agrees that for the purpose of this or any future proceedings
before the Board this Consent Order shall have the same effect as if ordered after a foll hearing
pursuant to §§19a-9, 19a-10, and 20-9%(a) of the General Statutes of Connecticut.
NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to §19a-17 and §20-95(a) of the General Statutes of Connecticut,
respondent hereby stipulates and agrees to the following:
1. Respondent waives respondent’s right to a hearing on the merits of this matter.
2. Respondent shall comply with all federal and state statutes and regulations applicable to
respondent’s profession. |
3, Respondent's license number 136174 to practice as a nurse in the State of Connecticut is
hereby placed on probation for four years, subject to the following terms and conditions:
A.  Atrespondent’s own expense, yespondent shall engage in therapy and counseling with a
' Connecticut licensed therapist (hereinafter "therapist") approved by the Department for
the entire probationary period.
(1) Respondent shall provide a copy of this Consent Order to respondent’s therapist.
(2) Respondent’s therapist shall furnish written confirmation to the Department of his
or her engagement i that capacity and receipt of a copy of this Consent Order
within fifteen (15) days of the effective date of this Consent Order.
(.;;) If respondent's therapist determines that therapy is no longer necessary, that a
reduction in frequency of therapy is warranted, or that respondent should be
transferred to another therapist, he or she shall advise the Department. Said

termination of therapy, reduction in frequency of therapy, and/or respondent's
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Page 3 of 12

transfer to another therapist shall not occ.ur until approved by the Department.
However, if therapy is terminated with approval of the Department, respondent's
therapist shall continue to monitor his alcohol and drug free status by monitoring
and reviewing the observed random urine screens for drugs and alcohol as
described in paragraph 3B below, and by providing the reports described in
paragraph 3C below.

The therapist shall immediately notify the Department in writing if respondent

discontinues therapy and/or terminates his/her services.

Respondent shall not obtain or use controlled substances, legend drugs or alcohol in any

form unless prescribed or recommended for a legitimate therapeutic purpose by a

licensed health care professional authorized to prescribe medications, Respondent shall

inform said health care professional of respondent’s substance abuse history.

(1)

At respondent’s own expense, respondent shall submit to observed random urine
screens for drugs and alcohol, in accordance with Department Requirements for
Drug and Alcohol Screens, attached hereto marked as (“Attachment ‘A’:
Department Requirements for Drug and Alcohol Screens™) at a testing facility
approved by the Board, after consultation with the Department, as ordered by the
therapist and/or personal physician. Laboratory reports of random alcohol and
drug screens shall be submitted directly to the Board and the Department by the
testing laboratory. All such observed random drug and alcohol screens shall be
legally defensible in that the specimen donor and chain of custody can be
identified throughout the screening process. All laboratory reports shall indicate

that the chain of custody procedure has been followed.
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4)

(5)

Page 4 of 12

Respondent shall be fesponsib}e for notifying the laboratory, therapist, the

Department and respondent’s prescribing practitioner of any drug(s) respondent is

taking. For the prescription of a controlled substance(s) for more than two

consecutive weeks, the respondent shall cause the provider prescribing the

controlled substance(s) to submit quarterly reports to the Department, until such

time as the controlled substance(s) are not prescribed by the provider,

documenting the following:

1. A list of controlled substances prescribed by this provider for the
respondent;

2. A list of controtled substance(s) prescribed by other providers;

3 An evaluation of the respondent’s need for the controlled substance;

4. An assessment of the respondent's continued need for the controiled
substance(s).

There must be at least one such observed random alcohol/drug screen and

accompanying laboratory report every week for the first and fourth years of

probation; -and at least two such screens and reports every month for the second

and third years of probation.

There must be at least two (2) random tests for Ethylglucuronide (EtG) and

accompanying laboratory reports every meonth for the first and fourth years of

probation and at least (1) such random test and report every month for the

remainder of the probationary period.

All screens shall be negative for the presence of drugs and alcohol. Respondent

agrees that an EtG test report of EiG at a level of 1000ng/mL or higher shall be
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deemed to constitute a positive screen for the presence of alcohol under this
\Consent Order. Respondent understands and agrees that if respondent fails to
submit a urine sample when requested by respondent’s monitot, such missed
screen shall be deemed a positive screen.

All positive screen results shall be confirmed by gas chromatograph/mass
spectrometer (GC/MS) testing.

Respondent is hereby advised that the ingestion of poppy seeds, mouthwash and
over the counter cough or cold medicines or remedies has from time to time, been
raised as a defense to a positive screen result for morphine, opiates and/or alcohol
and as a defense of an EtG at 1000ng/mL or higher. For that reason, respondent
agrees to refrain from ingesting poppy seeds in any food substances, mouthwash
and over the counter cough or cold medicines or remedies during the term of this
Consent Order. In the event respondent has a positive screen for morphine,
opiates and/dr alcohol or if respondent’s test reports an EtG at 1000ng/mL or
higher, respondent agrees that the ingestion of poppy seeds and/or mouthwash
and/or over the counter cough or cold medicines or remedies shall not constitute a
defense to such a screen.

Respondent shall be responsible for the provision of written reports from
respondent’s therapist directly to the Departinent for the entire probationary
period; monthly for the first and {fourth years of probation; and, quarterly reports
for the second and third years of probation. Such reports shall include
documentation of dates of treatment, an evaluation of respondent's progress in

treatment and of respondent’s drug and alcohol free status as established by the
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observed random urine screens for drugs and alcohol, an evaluation of
respondent’s ability to safely and competently practice nursing, and copies of all
laboratory reports, A reporl indicating that respondent is
not able to practice nursing safely and competently shall be deemed to be a
violation of this Consent Order.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, respondent's therapist shall immediately report to the
Department any confirmed positive alcohol/drug screen and any conduct or condition on
respondent's part which does or may violate any federal or state statute or regulation
applicable to respondent’s profession.
Respondent shalf provide a copy of this Consent Order to all current and future
employers for the duration of probation.
Respondent shall not be employed as a nurse for a personnel provider service, assisted
living services agency, homemaker - home health aide agency, or home health care
agency, and shall not be self-employed as a nurse for the period of probation.
Respondent shall be responsible for the provision of written reports directly to the
Department from respondent’s nursing supervisor (i.e., Director of Nursing)
monthly for the first and fourth years of his probation; and quarterly for the second and
third years of probation. Respondent shall provide a copy of this Consent Order to any
and all employers if employed as a nurse during the probationary period. The
Department shall be notified in writing by any employer(s) within fifteen (15) days
of the commencement of employment as to the receipt of a copy of this Consent Order.
Employer reports shall include documentation of respondent's ability to safely and

competently practice nursing, and shall be issued to the Department at the
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address cited in paragraph 3M below. A report indicating that respondent is
not practicing with reasonable skill and safety shall be deemed to be a violation of this
Consent Order.
During the entire probationary period, respondent shali attend "anonymous" or support
group meetings on an average of eight to ten times per month and shall provide quarterly
reports to the Department concerning respondent’s record of attendance.
Respondent shall notify the Department in writing of any change of employment within
fifteen (15) days of such change.
Respondent shall notify the Department of any change in respondent’s home or business
address within fifteen (15) days of such change.
Tf respondent pursues further training or is engaged at the time of the implementation of”
the Consent Order, in an educational program in any subject area that is regulated by the
Department, respondent shall provide a copy of this Consent Order to the educational
institution or, if not an institution, to respondent’s nstructor. Such institution or
instructor shall notify the Department of receipt of the Consent Order within fifteen (15)
days of receipt.
All reports required by the terms of this Consent Otder shall be due according to a
schedule to be established by the Department of Public Health.
All correspondence and reports shall be addressed to:
Lavita Sookram, R.N., Nurse Consultant
Practitioner Compliance and Monitoring Unit
Department of Public Health
410 Capitol Avenue, MS #12HSR

P.0. Box 340308
Hartford, CT 06134-0308
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Any violation of the terms of this Consent Order without prior written approval by the
Department shall constitute grounds for the Depalfment to seek revocation of respondent’s
nursing license following notice and an opportunity to be heard. Respondent shall pay all costs
necessary to comply with this Consent Order.

Any extension of time or grace period for reporting granfed by the Department shall not be a
waiver or preclude the Department's right to take action at a later time. The Department shall
not be 1‘eqﬁired to grant future extensions of time or grace periods.

Legal notice of any action shall be deemed sufficient if sent to respondent’s last known address
of record reported to the Practitioner Liceﬁsing and Investigations Section of the Healthcare
Quality and Safety Branch of the Depariment.

This Consent Order is effective on the first day of the month immediately following the month
in which this Consent Order is approved and accepted by the Board.

Respondent understands this Consent Order is a matter of public record.

Respondent understands and agrees that this Consent Order shall be deeimed as evidence of the
above-admitted violations in any proceeding before the Board in which (1) respondent’s
compliance with this same Consent Order is at issue, ot (2) respondent’s compliance with §20-
99(b) of the General Statutes of Connecticut, as amended, is at issue. Further, respondent
understands that any discipline imposed by this Consent Orxder \Vs-hall be reported to the
National Practitioner Data Bank maintained by the United States Depariment of Health and
Human Services.

In the event respondent violates a term of this Consent Order, respondent agrees immediately
to refrain from practicing as a nurse, upon request by the Department, for a petiod not to

exceed forty five (45) days. During that time period, respondent further agrees to cooperate
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with the Department in its investigation of the violation, and to submit to and complete a

medical, psychiatric or psychological evaluation, if requested to do so by the Department; and,

that the results of the evaluation shall be submitted directly to the Department. Respondent
further agrees that faiture to cooperate with the Department in its investigation during said
forty five (45) day period shall constitute grounds for the Department to seek a summary
suspension of respondent’s license. In any such sumumary action, respondent stipulates that
failure to cooperate with the Department's investigation shall be considered by the Board and
shall be given due weight by the Board in determining, whether respondent’s conduct
constitutes a clear and immediate danger as required pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes,
sections 4-182(c) and 192-17(c). The Department and respondent understand that the Board
has complete and final discretion as to whether a summary suspension is ordered.

Tf, during the period of probation, respondent practices nursing outside Connecticut,
respondent shall provide written notice to the Department concerning such practice. During
such time period, 1‘espond.ent shall not be responsible for complying with the terms of
probation of this Consent Order, and such time period shall not be counted in reducing the
probationary period covered by this Consent Order. Respondent may comply with the terms
of probation while practicing outside Connecticut if pre-approved by the Department. In the
event respondent intends to retum to the practice of nursing in Connecticut, respondent shall
provide the Department with thirty (30) days prior written notice and agrees to comply with all
terms and conditions contained in paragraph 3 above.

In the event respondent violates any term of this Consent Order, said violation may also
constitute grounds for the Department to seek a summary suspension of respondent’s license

before the Board.

P9
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Page 10 of 12

This Consent Order and terms set forth herein are not subject to reconsideration, collateral
attack or judicial review under any form or in any forum. Respondent agrees that this Consent
Order shall not be subject to modification as a result of any claim that the terms contained
herein may result in action by third parties, including, but not limited to, healthcare facilities
and/or credentialing or licensure boatds and respondent waives any right to seek
reconsideration or modification of this Consent Order pursuant to §4-181a of the General
Statutes of Connecticut without the express consent and agreement of the

Department, Respondent assumes all responsibility for assessing such actions prior to the
execution of this document. Further, this Consent Order is not subject to appeal or review
under the provisions of Chapters 54 and 368a of the General Stahites of Connecticut, provided
that this stipulation shall not deprive respondent of any other rights that respondent may have
under the laws of the State of Connecticut or of the United States.

Respondent permits a representative of the Department to present this Consent Order and the
factual basis for this Consent Order to the Board. The Department and respondeit agree that
the Board has complete and final discretion as to wﬁether an executed Consent Order is
approved or accepted. Respondent hereby waives any claim of ervor that could be raised that is
related to or arises during the course of the Board’s discussions regarding whether to approve
or reject this Consent Order and/or 2 Board member’s participation during this process,
through the Board membey’s review or cominents, including but not limited to bias or reliance
on evidence outside the administrative record if this matter proceeds to a hearing on a

statement of charges resulting in a proposed decision and/or final decision by the Board.

P10
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Page 11 of 12 T

This Consent Order is a revocable offer of settlement, which may be modified by mutual

agreement or withdrawn by the Department at any time prior to its being executed by the last

T R

signatory.

Respondent has had the opportunity to consult with an attorney prior to signing this document.
The execution of this document has o beating on any eriminal Hability without the written ‘
consent of the Director of the Medicaid Fraud Control Unit or the State’s Attorney’s Office
where the allegation occurred or Bureau Chief of the applicable unit in the Chief State’s
Attorney’s Office. The purpose of this Consent Order is to resolve the pending administrative
license disciplinary petition onty and is not intended to affect any civil or criminal liability or
defense.

This Consent Order embodies the entire agreement of the parties with respect to this case. All
previous communications or agreements regarding the subject matter of this consent order,
whether oral or written, between the parties are superseded unless expressly incorporated

herein or made a part hereof.

P11
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1, Christopher James Banker, have read the above Consent Otrder, and I agree to the terms set forth 2

therein. 1 further declare the execution of this Consent Order to be my free act and deed.

Chrlstopher J ames Banker
—+n
Subscribed -and swomn to before me this M day of MW&{’\— 2021
T Batn J. Gardiner ) 0 /j
Notary Public, State of Connecticut O,. A
My € f‘°‘“““55‘°” Expires Feb. 28 2025 § Notary Public oggerson authorized

by law to administer an oath or affirmation

The above Consent Order having been presented to the duly appointed agent of the Commissioner of

, . 23rd March .
the Department of Public Health on the day of , 2021, it is

hereby accepted.

Christian D. Andfésen, Mf’H, Secﬁbn Clﬁef T
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section
Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch

The above Consent Order having been presented to the duly appointed agent of the Connecticut

Board of Examiners for Nursing on the day of ,2021, it is

hereby ordered and accepted.

BY:

Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing

P12



CONSENT ORDER COVER SHEET

In re: Stephanie D. Kennedy, R.N. Petition No. 2020-606

1. Stephanie D. Kennedy of Anna, Texas (hereinafter "respondent") was issued license number

165269 to practice as a registered nurse on October 8, 2019.
2. Respondent graduated from the Collins County Community College in 2016.
3. Respondent has no disciplinary history.

4. The Department’s Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section opened this petition

after receiving information that the Texas Board of Nursing disciplined respondent’s license

to practice nursing in the State of Texas.

5. On or about June 23, 2020, the Texas Board of Nursing ordered a sanction of remedial
education against respondent’s Texas nursing license based upon respondent’s failure to
properly waste the unused portion of Dilaudid she withdrew from a medication dispensing
system on or about March 5, 2019 and/or upon a finding that respondent administered
Verapamil, a blood pressure medication, instead of the ordered Versed, a sedative, on or
about June 12, 2019.

6. The proposed Consent Order provides for a reprimand.

7. The Department and respondent respectfully request that the Board accept the proposed
Consent Order.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This document and all attachments may
contain information that is confidential or privileged. Please do not
disseminate, distribute or copy the contents or discuss with parties who are
not directly involved in this petition.
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

In re: Stephanie Davm Kennedy, R.N. Petition No. 2020-606

CONSENT ORDER

WHEREAS, Stephanie Dawn Kennedy (hereinafter "respondent") of Anna, Texas has been issued
license number 165269 to practice as a registered nurse by the Connecticut Department of Public
Health (hereinafter "the Department") pursuant to Chapter 378 of the General Statutes of

Connecticut, as amended; and,

WHEREAS, respondent hereby admits and acknowledges that: '

1. On or about June 23, 2020, The Texas Board of Nursing otdered that respondent shall receive
the sanction of remedial education with respect to her license(s) and/or privilege(s) to practice
nursing in the State of Texas. Said disciplinary action was based, in part, upont respondent’s
failure to properly waste the unused portion of Dilaudid she withdrew from a medication
dispensing system on or about March 5, 2019 and/or upor: a finding that respondent
administered Verapamil, a blood pressure medication, instead of the ordered Versed, a
sedative, on or about June 12, 2019,

2. The above-described facts constitute grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to the General

Statutes of Connecticut, §§19a-17(f) and/or 20-99, including, but not limited to §20-99(b)X(2).

WHEREAS, respondent, in consideration of this Consent Order, has chosen not to contest the above-

admitted violations or allegations at a hearing before the Board of Examiners for Nursing

P1
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(hereinafter "the Board"). Respondent agrees that for the purpose of this or any future proceedings
before the Board, this Consent Order shall have the same effect as if ordered after a full hearing

pursuant to §§19a-9, 19a-10, and 20-99(a) of the General Statutes of Connecticut.

NOW TBEREFORE, pursuant to §19a-17 and §20-99(a) of the General Statutes of Connecticut,

respondent hereby stipulates and agrees to the following:

L. ﬁespondent waives respondent’s right to a hearing oﬁ the merits of this matter.

2. Respondent shall comply with all federal and state statutes and regulations applicable to
respondent’s profession.

3. Respondent's license number 165269 to practice as a registered nurse in the State of
Connecticut is hereby reprimanded.

4,  Respondent shall pay all costs ﬁecessaxy to comply with this Consent Order.

5.  Legal notice of any action shall be deemed sufficient if sent to respondent's last known address
of record reported to the Pfactitioner Licensing and Investigations Section of the Healthcare
Quality and Safety Branch of the Department.

6.  This Consent Order is effective on the date this Consent Order is approved and accepted by the
Board.

7. Respondent understands this Consent Order is a matter of public record.

8.  Respondent understands and agrees that this Consent Order shall be deemed as evidence of the
above-admitied violations in any proceeding before the Board in which (1) respondent’s
compliange with this same Consent Order is at issue, or (2) respondent’s compliance with §20-

99(b) of the General Statutes of Connecticut, as amended, is at issue. Further, respondent
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Page 3 of 5

understands that any discipline imposed by this Consent Order shall be reported to the

National Practitioner Data Bank maintained by the-United States Department of Health and

_,1z!(.,{qn.E~im3lF..,ﬁ PR

Human Services.
This Consent Order and terms set forth herei_'n are not subject to reconsideration, collateral
attack or judicial review under any form or in any forum. Resmn&ent agrées that this Consent

Order shall not be subject to modification as a result of any claim that the terms contained

herein may result in action by third patties, including, but not limited to, healthcare facilities

and/or credéntia]ing or licensure boards and reépondent waives any right to seek

reconsideration or moaiﬁcaﬁon of this Consent Order pursuant to §4-181a of the General

Statutes of Connecticut without the express consent and agreement of the

Department. Respondent assumes all responsibility for assessing such actions prior to the

execution of this document. Further, this Consent Order is not subject to appeal or rf;view

under the provisions of Chapters 54 and 368a of the Gener;d Statutes of Connecticut, provided

that this stipulation shall not deprive respondent of any other rights that respondent may have

under the laws of the State of Connecticut or of the United States.

Respondent permits a representative of the Department to present ﬁs Consent Order and the

factual basis for this Consent Order to the Board, The Department and respondent agree that

the Board has complete and fmz;l discretion as to whether an executed Consent Order is

approved or accepted. ResiJOndent hereby waives any claim of error that could be raised that is

related to or arises during the coutse of the Board’s discussions regarding whether to approve

or reject this Consent Order and/or a Board member’s participation during this process,

through the Board member’s review or comments, including but not limited to bias or rehance
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on evidence outside the administrative record if this matter proceeds to a hearing on a
statement of charges resulting in a proposed decision and/or final decision by the Board.

This Consent Order is a revocable offer of seftlement, which may be modified by mutual
agreement or withdrawn by the Department at any time prior fo its being executed by the last
signatory.

Respoﬁdent bas had the opportunity to con.-sult with an attorney prior to signing this document.
The execution of this document has no bearing on any criminal liability without the written
consent of the Director of the Medicaid Fraud Control Unit or the State’s Attorney’s Office
where the atlegation occurred or Bureau Chief of the applicable unit in the Chief State’s
Attorney’s Office. The purpose of this Consent Order is to resolve the pending administrative
licensg disciplinary petition only and is not inténded to affect any civil or criminal liability or
defense. |

This Consent Order embodies the entire agreement of the parties with respect to this case, All
previous communications or agreements regarding the subject matter of this consent order,
whether oral or written, between the parties are superseded unless expressly incorporated

herein or made a part hereof.
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’ I, Stephanie Dawn Kennedy, have read the above Consent Order, and I agree to the tezms set forth

therein, I further declare the execution of this Consent Order to be my free act and deed.

Subscribed and sworn ta béfore me this “l’hf 4 .7

) day of_mux_ar(,h_ ,2021.

Wil JULIA SKINNER Il 2 A Z

Iy % e f‘ W e s
z B L T
& Comm, Explrag 04-14-2024 T

¥ Netary 10, 132496840 i\\I@tary Public or pérsoﬂ anthorized
i e by law to administer an oath or affirmation

The above Consent Order having been presented to the duly appointed agent of the Commissioner of

the Department of Public Health on the 30th March

day of , 2021, it is

hereby accepted.

Christian D. Andresen, MPH, Section Chief
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section
Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch

The above Consent Order having been presented to the duly z;ppointed agent of the Connecticut

Board of Examiners for Nursing on the ___ day of

, 2021, it is

hereby ordered and accepted.

BY:

Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nuisiﬁg
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

In re: Erin K. Fitzpatrick, EPN Petition No. 2020-330

STATEMENT OF CHARGES

Pursuant to the General Statutes of Connecticut, §§192-10 and 19a-14, the Department of Public
Health (hereinafter "the Department") brings the following charges against Erin K. Fitzpatrick:

FIRST COUNT

1. Erin K. Fitzpatrick of Lisbon, Connecticut (hereinafter “respondent”) is, and has been at
all times referenced im this Statement of Charges, the holder of Connecticut licensed
practical nurse license number 037560.

2. In or about March, April and/or May 2020, respondent abused or utilized to excess
alcohol and/or cocaine.

3. Respondent’s abuse and/or excess use of alcohol and/or cocaine does, and/or may, affect
her practice as a nurse.

4. The above facts constitute grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to the General Statutes
of Connecticut, §20-99, including but not limited to:

a. §20-99(b)(4); and/or
b.  §20-99(b)(5).

SECOND COUNT
5. Paragraph 1 is incorporated herein by reference as if set forth in full.

6. At all relevant times, respondent was employed as a nurse at Norwichtown Rehabilitation
and Care Center in Norwich, Connecticut (hereinafter “NRCC”).

7. On one or more occasions in or about February and/or March 2020, while as a nurse at
NRCC, respondent failed to completely, properly and/or accurately document medical:
records in connection with the administration of a controlled substance to one or more
residents.

8.  The above facts constitute grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to the General Statutes
of Connecticut, §20-99(b), including, but not limited to §20-99(b}2).

Summary ' 698 114



THEREFORE, the Department prays that:

The Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing, as authorized by the General Statutes of
Connecticut, §§20-99(b) and 19a-17, revoke or order other disciplinary action against the
license of Erin K. Fitzpatrick as it deems appropriate and consistent with law.

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this 7,6{’#} day of Qu 4"[ w}/ 2020,
é&ﬁ /W Y (}//h/ A

Christian D. Andresen, MPH, Section dlﬂief
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section

Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch

Summary 698 11-5




STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

In re: Erin K. Fitzpatrck , LPN Petition No. 2020-330

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION

The Department of Public Health (hereinafter "the Department") hereby moves in accordance
with the General Statutes of Connecticut §§4-182(c) a;ld 19a-17(c) that the Connecticut Board of
Examiners for Nursing summarily suspend the license of Erin K. Fitzpatrick to practice nursing
in Connecticut. This motion is based on the attached Statement of Charges, Affidavits and on the
Department's information and belief that the continued practice of Erin K. Fitzpatrick represents

a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety.

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this %% day of M ik L ' 2020.

QJ@AUQM O/(u/\_ ~/)

Christian D. Andresen, Section Chwf
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section
Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch

Summery - . (698 113







STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING

Erin Fitzpatrick

c/o Cody Guarnieri VIA EMAIL ONLY (cguamieri@bpslawyers.com)
Brown, Paindiris & Scott

100 Pearl Street

Hartford, CT 06103

RE: Erin Fitzpatrick, LPN - Petition No. 2020-330

NOTICE OF HEARING

By authority of the General Statutes of Connecticut, Section 4-177, you are hereby notified to appear before the Board
of Examiners for Nursing for a hearing on the attached Charges against you at 9:00 AM on January 20, 2021. The
hearing will be held by video conference during the meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing. The link to
connect to the hearing will be provided by email 3-5 days prior to the hearing.

These Charges are being brought against you under the provisions of the Sections 19a-9, 19a-10 and 20-99(b) of the
Connecticut General Statutes. The hearing will be conducted in accordance with Chapter 54 of the General Statutes of

Connecticut and Section 19a-9-1, et seq., of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies (Public Health Code).

At the hearing you will have the opportunity to present your evidence, including witnesses and documents. It will be
your responsibility to provide the hearing connection link to any witnesses you may call.

Filing an Answer; Failure to File Answer:

You are required to file an answer to the attached Charges with the Department of Public Health within 14 days from
the date of this Notice of Hearing. Please note: failure to file an Answer could result in the allegations being found to
be true as stated, and the possibility that you will not be permitted to submit any evidence concerning the allegations.

Representation by an Attorney:

At the aforementioned hearing you may be represented by an attorney and present evidence on your behalf. Although
you may represent yourself (pro se), you are urged to obtain the services of an attorney.

Documents:

If you intend to introduce documents into evidence, YOU MUST COMPLY WITH THE FOLLOWING
REQUIREMENTS:

Exhibits should be pre-marked for identification ( i.e. Department exhibit 1, Respondent exhibit A), page numbered,
and properly redacted.
The following information shall be redacted.

(1) Date of birth

2) Mother’s maiden name

3) Motor vehicle operator’s license number

4) Social Security Number

&) Other government-issued identification number
(6) Health insurance identification number

(7 Financial account number

() Security code or personal identification number (PIN)



RE: Erin Fitzpatrick, LPN - Petition No. 2020-330 Page 2

Order Re: Filings

In preparation for this hearing you must, no later than September 2, 2020, provide the information specified in the
attached Notice for Submissions.

All communications to the Board shall be submitted in this fashion. The Department or Respondent shall provide a
copy of each document filed to Respondent or Department as the case may be and certify such to the Board.

Failure to Appear:

If you fail to appear at the hearing, upon proof that due notice was served upon you to appear, the Board may proceed
in the same manner as though you were present in person. The Board may hold a fact-finding meeting immediately
following the close of the record.

Please call 860-509-7566 as soon as possible if you have any questions about the hearing schedule.

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this 17th day of September, 2020.

For the Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing

s Jefgrey 4. Rardys

Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist

c: Christian Andresen, Section Chief, Practitioner Licensing and Investigations
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Office of Legal Compliance

The Department of Public Health is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

If you require aid/accommodation to participate fully and fairly,
please contact the Public Health Hearing Office at 860-509-7566.



Notice for Submissions

The hearing in the matter of: Erin Fitzpatrick, LPN — Petition No. 2020-330 has been scheduled for
January 20, 2021 and will be conducted remotely through Microsoft Teams/teleconference.

On or before January 7, 2021, you must provide the following by electronic mail response to the
hearing office at phho.dph@ct.gov

1. Electronically Pre-filed exhibits — Exhibits should be pre-marked for identification ( i.e.
Department exhibit 1, Respondent exhibit A), page numbered, and properly redacted.
Parties and/or counsel should stipulate to any exhibits and facts not in dispute, and provide any
objections to proposed exhibits. All exhibits also must be sent to the opposing party or counsel.

2. Witness List — identify any persons expected to be called to testify. Be sure to notify your
witnesses that they will be required to remain available and in attendance for the full duration
of the hearing. (This will eliminate the difficulty of trying to reach witnesses again for rebuttal
or additional examination later in the hearing). Witness lists also must be sent to the opposing
party or counsel.

3. Photo Identification: a copy of a government-issued photo identification of the parties and
withesses.

4. Electronic Mail (“e-mail”) addresses for parties, counsel and witnesses. All e-mail addresses
must be current and able to receive all notices relating to this matter.

5. Cellphone numbers for all parties, counsel, and witnesses at which they can be reached and
respond to text message during the hearing (in the event a connection is lost).

6. A statement whether executive session may be required to receive testimony containing

personal protected information, and if so, what that information may be (treatment records,
patient records, therapy reports). Parties or counsel should identify any witnesses listed in
response to #2 above who may provide testimony relating to personal protected information
requiring executive session.
7. A statement whether an interpreter will be needed for the proceeding.
In preparation for the remote hearing, please make sure all of your devices are fully functioning and
properly charged. All participants are required to have video and audio functions on when testifying or
speaking.

Our office will contact you again 3 to 5 calendar days prior to the hearing to provide you with any
further instructions and a Microsoft Teams link / phone number and code to enter the hearing.

Should you have any questions regarding the above, please contact the hearing office.


mailto:phho.dph@ct.gov

STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

PETITION NO. 2020-330

IN RE: Erin K. Fitzpatrick, LPN
DECEMBER 29, 2020

ANSWER
The Respondent, Erin K. Fitzpatrick, LPN, hereby responds to the Statement of Charges

dated August 28, 2020, as follows:

FIRST COUNT

1. Admitted.

2. Admitted.

3. Admitted.

4. Denied.

SECOND COUNT

5. Response to Paragraph 1 is incorporated herein by reference as if set forth in full.
6. Admitted.

7. Admitted.

8. Denied.

1
BROWN PAINDIRIS & SCOTT, LLP — ATTORNEYS AT LAW
100 PEARL STREET, 2No FLOOR, HARTFORD, CT 06103 - (860) 522-3343 — JURIS NO. 020767




RESPONDENT, ERIN K. FITZPATRICK

By

Cody N. Guarnieri, Esq.
Brown Paindiris & Scott, LLP
100 Pearl Street, Suite 200
Hartford, CT 06103

(Tel.) 860-522-3343

(Fax) 860-522-2490
cody@bpslawyers.com

2
BROWN PAINDIRIS & SCOTT, LLP — ATTORNEYS AT LAW
100 PEARL STREET, 2No FLOOR, HARTFORD, CT 06103 - (860) 522-3343 — JURIS NO. 020767




CERTIFICATION

A copy of this Answer was emailed to Attorney Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney for the
Connecticut Department of Public Health, to linda.fazzina@ct.gov and Jeffrey A. Kardys,
Administrative Hearings Specialist, Connecticut Department of Public Health, to

Jeffrey.Kardys@ct.gov, on this 29" day of December, 2020.

Cody N. Guarnieri

3
BROWN PAINDIRIS & SCOTT, LLP — ATTORNEYS AT LAW
100 PEARL STREET, 2No FLOOR, HARTFORD, CT 06103 - (860) 522-3343 — JURIS NO. 020767




BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING

January 11, 2021

Cody Guarnieri VIA EMAIL ONLY
Brown, Paindiris & Scott

100 Pearl Street

Hartford, CT 06103

Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney VIA EMAIL ONLY
Department of Public Health

410 Capitol Avenue, MS #12LEG

PO Box 340308

Hartford, CT 06134-0308

RE: Erin K. Fitzpatrick, LPN Petition No. 2020-330

RULING ON REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE

In an email dated January 7, 2021, counsel for respondent requested a postponement of the hearing in the
referenced matter scheduled for January 20, 2021. Without objection from the Department of Public Health,
respondent’s request is granted.

The hearing is rescheduled to Wednesday, April 21, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. In addition, the deadline for the
submission of pre-field exhibits is extended to April 1, 2021,

The Summary Suspension of respondent’s licensed practical nurse license remains in effect.

FOR: BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING

BY: /s/ @{M;{ KW

Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist/Board Liaison
Department of Public Health

410 Capitol Avenue, MS #13PHO

PO Box 340308

Hartford, CT 06134-0308

Tel. (860) 509-7566 FAX (860) 707-1904

Phone: (860) 509-7566 o Fax: (860) 707-1904
Telecommunications Relay Service 7-1-1
410 Capitol Avenue, P.O. Box 340308
Hartford, Connecticut 06134-0308
www.ct.gov/dph
Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer



STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

Inre: Erin K. Fitzpatrick, LPN ) Petition No. 2020-1015
)
) March 5, 2021
MOTION TO CONSOLIDATE

Pursuant to §19a-9-22 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies (“RCSA”), the
Department of Public Health ("the Department") hereby moves the Connecticut State
Board of Examiners for Nursing (“the Board”) consolidate Petition No. 2020-1015 with
Petition No. 2020-330.

As ground for this motion, the Department states as follows:

1. On September 16, 2020, the Board summarily suspended Ms. Erin K. Fitzpatrick’s
(“respondent”) licensed practical nurse license number 037560 in Petition No. 2020-
330 (“First Petition™) as a result of respondent’s substance abuse and improper record
keeping.

2. On March 5, 2021, the Department issued a Statement of Charges in Petition No.
2020-1015 against respondent’s nursing license (“Second Petition”). The Second
Petition arose because respondent violated the terms of the Board’s summary
suspension order from the First Petition when she practiced nursing with a suspended
license.

3. §19a-9-22 of the RCSA permits joinder of two (2) or more contested cases against a
respondent, at the discretion of the presiding officer. §19a-9-29(g) of the RCSA
permits the presiding officer to make orders that “will aid in the just, economic, and
efficient resolution of a case.”

4. The First Petition and Second Petition deal with the same legal and factual issues
concerning respondent’s substance abuse and respondent’s violation of the summary
suspension order imposed due to her substance abuse. Both petitions would require
presentation of the same evidence, motions, and testimony. Combining the petitions
will permit the Board to hear the same evidence, motions and testimony in one
hearing instead of two.



5. Respondent’s counsel, Attorney Cody Guarnieri, stated he has no objection to
consolidating the two petitions concerning respondent’s nursing license.

6. Consolidating both petitions concerning respondent’s nursing license will allow an

economic and efficient resolution of the cases.

Wherefore, the Department respectfully requests that the Board order the consolidation of
Petition Nos. 2020-330 and 2020-1050.

THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

35121 /8] Linda L. Dazzina
Date Linda L. Fazzina
Staff Attorney, Office of Legal Compliance

ORDER

The foregoing Motion to Consolidate having been duly considered by
the Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing is hereby GRANTED/BDENIED.

Dated this 3\'- '~ day of March 2021 at \Qp,j(( \0\,\ / S , Connecticut

O \(L(LQ ‘A&M._u I DG

Board of Examiners for Nutsing

CERTIFICATION

A copy of this Motion to Consolidate was sent via email to Attorney Cody Guamieri,
counsel for Erin K. Fitzpatrick, LPN, at cody@bpslawyers.com and to Jeffrey A. Kardys,
Administrative Hearings Specialist, Department of Public Health, Public Health Hearing
Office at jeffrey.kardys(@ct.gov, on this Sth day of March, 2021.

/8] Linda L. Fazsina
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

In re: Erin K. Fitzpatrick, LPN Petition No. 2020-1015

STATEMENT OF CHARGES

Pursuant to the General Statutes of Connecticut, §§19a-10 and 19a-14, the Department of Public
Health (hereinafter "the Department”) brings the following charges against Erin K. Fitzpatrick:

1.  Erin K. Fitzpatrick of Lisbon, Connecticut (hereinafter "respondent™) is, and has been at all
times referenced in this Statement of Charges, the holder of Connecticut licensed practical
nurse license number 037560.

2. On September 16, 2020, the Board of Examiners for Nursing (hereinafter “the Board™) issued
a Summary Suspension Order in Petition No. 2020-330 that summarily suspended
respondent’s license number 037560 to practice nursing.

3. From on or about September 16, 2020 until on or about September 28, 2020, respondent
practiced nursing at a Hartford Healthcare urology practice without having a valid nursing
license and in contravention of the Summary Suspension Order in Petition No. 2020-330.

4. Respondent’s conduct as described above constitutes violations of the Connecticut General
Statues and of the terms of the Summary Suspension Order issued in Petition No. 2020-330,
and subjects respondent’s license to revocation or other disciplinary action authorized by the
Connecticut General Statutes, §§19a-17 and 20-99(b), including but not limited to §20-
99(b)(2) and/or §20-99(b)(6).

THEREFORE, the Department prays that:
The Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing, as authorized by the General Statutes of
Connecticut, §§20-99(b) and 19a-17, revoke or order other disciplinary action against the
license of Erin K. Fitzpatrick as it deems appropriate and consistent with law.

£ f 7
Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this __ <> ‘H' b day of m QW/{/Z/\} 2021.
/ Clooya é AAN
Chrlstlan D. Andresen: MPH, Section Chief

Practitioner Licensing & Investigations Section
Healthcare ality and ‘Safety Branch
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH
PETITION NO. 2020-1015
IN RE: Erin K. Fitzpatrick, LPN
MARCH 29, 2021
ANSWER
The Respondent, Erin K. Fitzpatrick, LPN, hereby responds to the Statement of Charges
dated March 5, 2021, as follows:
1. Admitted.
2. Admitted.
3. Admitted insofar as Ms. Fitzpatrick misunderstood the implications of the
summary suspension and continued in her position for less than two weeks after the entrance of
the same. She has not worked in the medical field since September 28, 2020.

4. Admitted.

RESPONDENT, ERIN K. FITZPATRICK

By

Cody N. Guarnieri, Esq.
Brown Paindiris & Scott, LLP
100 Pearl Street, Suite 200
Hartford, CT 06103
(Tel.) 860-522-3343
(Fax) 860-522-2490
cody@bpslawyers.com

1

BROWN PAINDIRIS & SCOTT, LLP — ATTORNEYS AT LAW
100 PEARL STREET, 2No FLOOR, HARTFORD, CT 06103 - (860) 522-3343 — JURIS NO. 020767




CERTIFICATION

A copy of this Answer was emailed to Attorney Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney for the
Connecticut Department of Public Health, to linda.fazzina@ct.gov and Jeffrey A. Kardys,
Administrative Hearings Specialist, Connecticut Department of Public Health, to

Jeffrey Kardys@ct.gov, on this 29" day of March, 2021.

Cody N. Guarnieri

2
BROWN PAINDIRIS & SCOTT, LLP — ATTORNEYS AT LAW
100 PEARL STREET, 2No FLOOR, HARTFORD, CT 06103 - (860) 522-3343 — JURIS NO. 020767













STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING

Gustavo Mastarreno

c/o Daniel Csuka, Esq VIA EMAIL ONLY (djc@mooreleonhardt.com)
Moore Leonhardt & Associates

67 Russ Street

Hartford, CT 06106

RE: Gustavo Mastarreno, RN - Petition No. 2020-783

NOTICE OF HEARING

By authority of the General Statutes of Connecticut, Section 4-177, you are hereby notified to appear before the Board
of Examiners for Nursing for a hearing on the attached Charges against you at 9:00 AM on January 20, 2021. The
hearing will be held by video conference during the meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing. The link to
connect to the hearing will be provided by email 3-5 days prior to the hearing.

These Charges are being brought against you under the provisions of the Sections 19a-9, 19a-10 and 20-99(b) of the
Connecticut General Statutes. The hearing will be conducted in accordance with Chapter 54 of the General Statutes of

Connecticut and Section 19a-9-1, et seq., of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies (Public Health Code).

At the hearing you will have the opportunity to present your evidence, including witnesses and documents. It will be
your responsibility to provide the hearing connection link to any witnesses you may call.

Filing an Answer; Failure to File Answer:

You are required to file an answer to the attached Charges with the Department of Public Health within 14 days from
the date of this Notice of Hearing. Please note: failure to file an Answer could result in the allegations being found to
be true as stated, and the possibility that you will not be permitted to submit any evidence concerning the allegations.

Representation by an Attorney:

At the aforementioned hearing you may be represented by an attorney and present evidence on your behalf. Although
you may represent yourself (pro se), you are urged to obtain the services of an attorney.

Documents:

If you intend to introduce documents into evidence, YOU MUST COMPLY WITH THE FOLLOWING
REQUIREMENTS:

Exhibits should be pre-marked for identification ( i.e. Department exhibit 1, Respondent exhibit A), page numbered,
and properly redacted.
The following information shall be redacted.

(1) Date of birth

2) Mother’s maiden name

3) Motor vehicle operator’s license number

4) Social Security Number

&) Other government-issued identification number
(6) Health insurance identification number

(7 Financial account number

() Security code or personal identification number (PIN)



RE:  Gustavo Mastarreno, RN - Petition No. 2020-783 Page 2

Order Re: Filings

In preparation for this hearing you must, no later than September 2, 2020, provide the information specified in the
attached Notice for Submissions.

All communications to the Board shall be submitted in this fashion. The Department or Respondent shall provide a
copy of each document filed to Respondent or Department as the case may be and certify such to the Board.

Failure to Appear:

If you fail to appear at the hearing, upon proof that due notice was served upon you to appear, the Board may proceed
in the same manner as though you were present in person. The Board may hold a fact-finding meeting immediately
following the close of the record.

Please call 860-509-7566 as soon as possible if you have any questions about the hearing schedule.

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this 17th day of September, 2020.

For the Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing

s Jefgrey 4. Rardys

Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist

c: Christian Andresen, Section Chief, Practitioner Licensing and Investigations
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Office of Legal Compliance

The Department of Public Health is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

If you require aid/accommodation to participate fully and fairly,
please contact the Public Health Hearing Office at 860-509-7566.



Notice for Submissions

The hearing in the matter of: Gustavo Mastarreno, RN — Petition No. 2020-783 has been scheduled for
January 20, 2021 and will be conducted remotely through Microsoft Teams/teleconference.

On or before January 7, 2021, you must provide the following by electronic mail response to the
hearing office at phho.dph@ct.gov

1.

7.

Electronically Pre-filed exhibits — Exhibits should be pre-marked for identification ( i.e.
Department exhibit 1, Respondent exhibit A), page numbered, and properly redacted.

Parties and/or counsel should stipulate to any exhibits and facts not in dispute, and provide any
objections to proposed exhibits. All exhibits also must be sent to the opposing party or counsel.
Witness List — identify any persons expected to be called to testify. Be sure to notify your
witnesses that they will be required to remain available and in attendance for the full duration
of the hearing. (This will eliminate the difficulty of trying to reach witnesses again for rebuttal
or additional examination later in the hearing). Witness lists also must be sent to the opposing
party or counsel.

Photo Identification: a copy of a government-issued photo identification of the parties and
withesses.

Electronic Mail (“e-mail”) addresses for parties, counsel and witnesses. All e-mail addresses
must be current and able to receive all notices relating to this matter.

Cellphone numbers for all parties, counsel, and witnesses at which they can be reached and
respond to text message during the hearing (in the event a connection is lost).

A statement whether executive session may be required to receive testimony containing
personal protected information, and if so, what that information may be (treatment records,
patient records, therapy reports). Parties or counsel should identify any witnesses listed in
response to #2 above who may provide testimony relating to personal protected information
requiring executive session.

A statement whether an interpreter will be needed for the proceeding.

In preparation for the remote hearing, please make sure all of your devices are fully functioning and
properly charged. All participants are required to have video and audio functions on when testifying or
speaking.

Our office will contact you again 3 to 5 calendar days prior to the hearing to provide you with any
further instructions and a Microsoft Teams link / phone number and code to enter the hearing.

Should you have any questions regarding the above, please contact the hearing office.


mailto:phho.dph@ct.gov

STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

In re: Gustavo Mastarreno, RN Petition No. 2020-783

RESPONDENT’S ANSWER TO STATEMENT OF CHARGES

The Respondent, Gustavo Mastarreno, RN, hereby respectfully answers the Department

of Public Health’s Statement of Charges dated September 8, 2020, as enclosed with the Notice of

Hearing dated September 17, 2020.

1.

7.

Admit.

Respondent admits that on various occasions in 2017, 2018 and 2019, he abused and/or
utilized to excess alcohol. Respondent further admits that in 2017 and 2018, he was
arrested for driving while intoxicated. Respondent denies the remainder of the
allegations set forth in Paragraph 2, in particular that he was incarcerated for driving
while intoxicated.

Deny.

Admit.

Respondent admits that on or about August 19, 2020, he was sleeping and/or inattentive
to patient care while practicing nursing at Yale New Haven Hospital. Respondent denies
the remainder of the allegations set forth in Paragraph 5.

Deny.

Deny.

Respondent will present any and all defenses available to him at the administrative hearing and

reserves his right to amend or supplement this Answer.



RESPONDENT,
GUSTAVO MASTARRENO, RN

BY:

/s/
Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt (#303506)
Daniel J. Csuka (#433441)
Moore Leonhardt & Associates LLC
67 Russ Street, 2nd Floor
Hartford, CT 06106
Tel. (860) 216-6337
Fax (860) 216-6605
ma@mooreleonhardt.com
djc@mooreleonhardt.com




CERTIFICATION OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the above was or will immediately be mailed or delivered
electronically and/or non-electronically on this 1% day of October, 2020, to the following:

Jeffrey A. Kardys

Administrative Hearings Specialist
Department of Public Health
Public Health Hearing Office

410 Capitol Avenue, MS#13PHO
P.O. Box 340308

Hartford, CT 06134-0308
jeffrey.kardys@ct.gov

Joelle Newton

Staff Attorney

Department of Public Health
Office of Legal Compliance

410 Capitol Avenue, MS#12LEG
P.O. Box 340308

Hartford, CT 06134-0308
joelle.newton@ct.gov

/s/

Daniel J. Csuka



MOORE LEONHARDT & ASSOCIATES LLC
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

DANIEL J. CSUKA, ESQ. TELEPHONE: (860) 216-6337
djc@mooreleonhardt.com FACSIMILE: (860) 216-6605

January 8, 2021

VIA EMAIL ONLY

Jeffrey A. Kardys

Department of Public Health

Legal Office/Public Health Hearing Office
410 Capitol Avenue, MS 13PHO

P.O. Box 340308

Hartford, CT 06134-0308

jeffrey kardys@ct.gov

Re: Gustavo Mastarreno, RN — Petition No. 2020-783
Dear Mr. Kardys:

As you know, this office represents Mr. Mastarreno with respect to the above-referenced
matter. I respectfully write to request a three (3) month continuance of the hearing presently
scheduled for January 20, 2021. Several members of Mr. Mastarreno’s family were recently
diagnosed with COVID-19, one of which being his mother. In addition, he is going through a
divorce which he hopes will be mostly resolved by the proposed new hearing date.

Mr. Mastarreno’s nursing license was summarily suspended in September 2020. He has
surrendered copies of his license and is not practicing. Therefore, continuing the hearing to a
later date — specifically the April 21, 2021 meeting of the Board — does not represent a risk to the
public or constitute a burden on the Department.

HARTFORD OFFICE GREENWICH OFFICE
67 Russ Street 67 Holly Hill Lane
Hartford, CT 06106 Greenwich, CT 06831
Tel. (860) 216-6337 Tel. (860) 614-0272
Fax. (860) 216-6605 Fax. (860) 216-6605

www.mooreleonhardt.com




Jeffrey A. Kardys
Page 2 of 2
January 8, 2021

Thank you for your attention to and consideration of this matter.

Very truly yours,

aniel J. Csuka

C: Joelle Newton, Esq.



BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING

January 11, 2021

Daniel Csuka, Esq. VIA EMAIL ONLY
67 Russ Street, 2nd Floor
Hartford, CT 06106

Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney VIA EMAIL ONLY
Department of Public Health

410 Capitol Avenue, MS #12LEG

PO Box 340308

Hartford, CT 06134-0308

RE: Gustavo Mastarreno, RN — Petition No. 2020-783

RULING ON REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE

In an email dated January 8, 2021, counsel for respondent requested a postponement of the hearing in the
referenced matter scheduled for January 20, 2021. Without objection from the Department of Public Health,
respondent’s request is granted.

The hearing is rescheduled to Wednesday, April 21, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. In addition, the deadline for the
submission of pre-field exhibits is extended to April 1, 2021.,

The Summary Suspension of respondent’s registered nurse license remains in effect.

FOR: BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING

BY: i Pelprey 4. Randye

Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist/Board Liaison
Department of Public Health

410 Capitol Avenue, MS #13PHO

PO Box 340308

Hartford, CT 06134-0308

Tel. (860) 509-7566 FAX (860) 707-1904

Phone: (860) 509-7566 o Fax: (860) 707-1904
Telecommunications Relay Service 7-1-1
410 Capitol Avenue, P.O. Box 340308
Hartford, Connecticut 06134-0308
www.ct.gov/dph
Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer



STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH
Inre: Mercedes A. Miranda, L.P.N. Petition No. 2020-706

STATEMENT OF CHARGES

Pursuant to the General Statutes of Connecticut, §§19a-10 and 19a-14, the Department of Public Health
(hereinafter "the Department") brings the following charges against Mercedes A. Miranda:

1.  Mercedes A. Miranda of Wallingford, Connecticut (hereinafter "respondent"} is, and has been at all

times referenced in this Statement of Charges, the holder of Connecticut licensed practical nurse license

number 032828.

2. Inor about August 2018, respondent was employed as a licensed practical nurse at The Summit at
Plantsville in Plantsville, Connecticut (hereinafter “the Summit”).

3. In or about August 2018, while working as a nurse at the Summit, respondent diverted Flexeril tablet(s)
for personal use.

4, Inor about August 2018, respondent abused and/or utilized to excess Flexeril.
5. In or about March 2019, respondent abused and/or utilized to excess alcohol.
6.  In or about June 2019, respondent abused and/or utilized to excess Oxazepam.

7. Respondent’s abuse and/or excess use of Flexeril, alcohol and/or Oxazepam does, and/or may, affect
her practice as a licensed practical nurse.

8.  The above facts constitute grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to the Geperal Statutes of
Connecticut, §20-99, inciuding but not limited to:

a.  §20-99(b)(2); and/or
b.  §20-99(b)(5).

THEREFORE, the Department prays that:

The Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing, as authorized by the General Statutes of
Connecticut, §§20-99(b) and 19a-17, revoke or order other disciplinary action against the license of
Mercedes A. Miranda as it deems appropriate and consistent with law.

i f 4 ) .
Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this \"! Ii day of ll\ A JA E 2021,

(b0 8t

Christian D. Andresen, MPH, Section Chief
Practitioner Licensing & Investigations Section
Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch

50C2 5/98 6B-1



STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING

Mercedes Miranda VIA EMAIL ONLY (lily123jynx@gmail.com)
942 Old Durham Road

Wallingford, CT 06492

RE: Mercedes Miranda, LPN - Petition No. 2020-706

NOTICE OF HEARING

By authority of the General Statutes of Connecticut, Section 4-177, you are hereby notified to appear before the Board
of Examiners for Nursing for a hearing on the attached Charges against you at 9:00 AM on April 21, 2021. The
hearing will be held by video conference during the meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing. The link to
connect to the hearing will be provided by email 3-5 days prior to the hearing.

These Charges are being brought against you under the provisions of the Sections 19a-9, 19a-10 and 20-99(b) of the
Connecticut General Statutes. The hearing will be conducted in accordance with Chapter 54 of the General Statutes of

Connecticut and Section 19a-9-1, et seq., of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies (Public Health Code).

At the hearing you will have the opportunity to present your evidence, including witnesses and documents. It will be
your responsibility to provide the hearing connection link to any witnesses you may call.

Filing an Answer; Failure to File Answer:

You are required to file an answer to the attached Charges with the Department of Public Health within 14 days from
the date of this Notice of Hearing. Please note: failure to file an Answer could result in the allegations being found to
be true as stated, and the possibility that you will not be permitted to submit any evidence concerning the allegations.

Representation by an Attorney:

At the aforementioned hearing you may be represented by an attorney and present evidence on your behalf. Although
you may represent yourself (pro se), you are urged to obtain the services of an attorney.

Documents:

If you intend to introduce documents into evidence, YOU MUST COMPLY WITH THE FOLLOWING
REQUIREMENTS:

Exhibits should be pre-marked for identification ( i.e. Department exhibit 1, Respondent exhibit A), page numbered,
and properly redacted.
The following information shall be redacted.

(1) Date of birth

2) Mother’s maiden name

3) Motor vehicle operator’s license number

4) Social Security Number

&) Other government-issued identification number
(6) Health insurance identification number

(7 Financial account number

(®) Security code or personal identification number (PIN)


mailto:lily123jynx@gmail.com

RE:  Mercedes Miranda, LPN - Petition No. 2020-706 Page 2 of 3

Order Re: Filings

In preparation for this hearing you must, no later than November 4, 2020, provide the information specified in the
attached Notice for Submissions.

All communications to the Board shall be submitted in this fashion. The Department or Respondent shall provide a
copy of each document filed to Respondent or Department as the case may be and certify such to the Board.

Failure to Appear:

If you fail to appear at the hearing, upon proof that due notice was served upon you to appear, the Board may proceed
in the same manner as though you were present in person. The Board may hold a fact-finding meeting immediately
following the close of the record.

Please call 860-509-7566 as soon as possible if you have any questions about the hearing schedule.

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this 1st day of February, 2021.

For the Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing

s Jefrey 4. Rardyo

Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist

c: Christian Andresen, Section Chief, Practitioner Licensing and Investigations
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, Office of Legal Compliance

The Department of Public Health is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

If you require aid/accommodation to participate fully and fairly,
please contact the Public Health Hearing Office at 860-509-7566.



Notice for Submissions

The hearing in the matter of Mercedes Miranda, LPN_has been scheduled for April 21, 2021 and will
be conducted remotely through Microsoft Teams/teleconference.

On or before April 7, 2021, you must provide the following by electronic mail response to the hearing
office at phho.dph@ct.gov

1. Electronically Pre-filed exhibits — Exhibits should be pre-marked for identification ( i.e.
Department exhibit 1, Respondent exhibit A), page numbered, and properly redacted.
Parties and/or counsel should stipulate to any exhibits and facts not in dispute, and
provide any objections to proposed exhibits. All exhibits also must be sent to the
opposing party or counsel.

2. Witness List — identify any persons expected to be called to testify. Be sure to notify
your witnesses that they will be required to remain available and in attendance for the full
duration of the hearing. (This will eliminate the difficulty of trying to reach witnesses
again for rebuttal or additional examination later in the hearing). Witness lists also must
be sent to the opposing party or counsel.

3. Photo Identification: a copy of a government-issued photo identification of the parties
and witnesses.

4. Electronic Mail (“e-mail”) addresses for parties, counsel and witnesses. All e-mail
addresses must be current and able to receive all notices relating to this matter.

5. Cellphone numbers for all parties, counsel, and witnesses at which they can be reached
and respond to text message during the hearing (in the event a connection is lost).

6. A statement whether executive session may be required to receive testimony containing

personal protected information, and if so, what that information may be (treatment
records, patient records, therapy reports). Parties or counsel should identify any
witnesses listed in response to #2 above who may provide testimony relating to personal
protected information requiring executive session.

7. A statement whether an interpreter will be needed for the proceeding.

This is a formal public hearing. It will be video recorded and posted on the DPH website for public
viewing. All hearing participants should appear in proper attire, in proper surroundings, and remove any
potential distractions.

In preparation, please make sure all of your devices are fully functioning and properly charged. All
participants are required to have video and audio functions on when testifying or speaking.

Our office will contact you again 3 to 5 calendar days prior to the hearing to provide you with any
further instructions and a Microsoft Teams link / phone number and code to enter the hearing.

Should you have any question please contact the hearing office at phho.dph@ct.gov.


mailto:phho.dph@ct.gov
mailto:phho.dph@ct.gov

STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH

In Re: Alexis Young, LPN Petition No. 2020-331
STATEMENT OF CHARGES

Pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §§19a-10and 19a-14, the Department of Public Health
("the Department") brings the following charges against Alexis Young:

1. Alexis Young of Bridgeport, Connecticut (hereinafter "respondent") is, and has been at all
times referenced in this Statement of Charges, the holder of Connecticut nursing license
number 038071.

2. Atall relevant times, respondent was practicing nursing at St. Joseph's Center in
Trumbull, Connecticut.

3. Onmultiple occasions in 2019 and 2020, while working as a licensed practical
nurse, respondent:

a. failed to completely, properly and/or accurately document medical records.
b. failed to properly waste controlled substances and/or,
c. altered and/or falsified one or more Controlled Substance Disposition Records.

4. The above described facts constitute grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to Connecticut

General Statutes §20-99(b)including, but not limited to, §§20-99(b)(2).

THEREFORE, the Depattment prays that:

The Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing as authorized by Connecticut General Statutes §§20-
99(b), 19a-14a and 19a-17, revoke, or order other disciplinary action against respondent’s nursing
license as it deems appropriate and consistent with law.

Y
Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this 6 day of N ) V@W@i 2020.

Ot biow N Gustere

Christian D. Andresen, MPH, CPH, Section Chief
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section
Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch




STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING

Alexis Young, LPN VIA EMAIL (alexisyoung@optonline.net)
153 Priscilla Street

Bridgeport, CT 06610-1460

RE:  Alexis Young, LPN - Petition No. 2020-331

NOTICE OF HEARING

By authority of the General Statutes of Connecticut, Section 4-177, you are hereby notified to appear before the Board
of Examiners for Nursing for a hearing on the attached Charges against you at 9:00 AM on April 21, 2021. The
hearing will be held by video conference during the meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing. The link to
connect to the hearing will be provided by email 3-5 days prior to the hearing.

These Charges are being brought against you under the provisions of the Sections 19a-9, 19a-10 and 20-99(b) of the
Connecticut General Statutes. The hearing will be conducted in accordance with Chapter 54 of the General Statutes of

Connecticut and Section 19a-9-1, et seq., of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies (Public Health Code).

At the hearing you will have the opportunity to present your evidence, including witnesses and documents. It will be
your responsibility to provide the hearing connection link to any witnesses you may call.

Filing an Answer; Failure to File Answer:

You are required to file an answer to the attached Charges with the Department of Public Health within 14 days from
the date of this Notice of Hearing. Please note: failure to file an Answer could result in the allegations being found to
be true as stated, and the possibility that you will not be permitted to submit any evidence concerning the allegations.

Representation by an Attorney:

At the aforementioned hearing you may be represented by an attorney and present evidence on your behalf. Although
you may represent yourself (pro se), you are urged to obtain the services of an attorney.

Documents:

If you intend to introduce documents into evidence, YOU MUST COMPLY WITH THE FOLLOWING
REQUIREMENTS:

Exhibits should be pre-marked for identification ( i.e. Department exhibit 1, Respondent exhibit A), page numbered,
and properly redacted.
The following information shall be redacted.

(1) Date of birth

2) Mother’s maiden name

3) Motor vehicle operator’s license number

4) Social Security Number

5) Other government-issued identification number
(6) Health insurance identification number

(7 Financial account number

(®) Security code or personal identification number (PIN)



RE:  Alexis Young, LPN - Petition No. 2020-331 Page 2 of 3

Order Re: Filings

In preparation for this hearing you must, no later than April 7, 2021, provide the information specified in the attached
Notice for Submissions.

All communications to the Board shall be submitted in this fashion. The Department or Respondent shall provide a
copy of each document filed to Respondent or Department as the case may be and certify such to the Board.

Failure to Appear:

If you fail to appear at the hearing, upon proof that due notice was served upon you to appear, the Board may proceed
in the same manner as though you were present in person. The Board may hold a fact-finding meeting immediately
following the close of the record.

Please call 860-509-7566 as soon as possible if you have any questions about the hearing schedule.

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this 23rd day of February, 2021.

For the Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing

s Jefrey 4. Rardyo

Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist

c: Christian Andresen, Section Chief, Practitioner Licensing and Investigations
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Office of Legal Compliance

The Department of Public Health is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

If you require aid/accommodation to participate fully and fairly,
please contact the Public Health Hearing Office at 860-509-7566.



Notice for Submissions

The hearing in the matter of Alexis Youngq, LPN has been scheduled for April 21, 2021 and will be
conducted remotely through Microsoft Teams/teleconference.

On or before April 7, 2021, you must provide the following by electronic mail response to the hearing office
at phho.dph@ct.gov

1. Electronically Pre-filed exhibits — Exhibits should be pre-marked for identification ( i.e.
Department exhibit 1, Respondent exhibit A), page numbered, and properly redacted.
Parties and/or counsel should stipulate to any exhibits and facts not in dispute, and provide
any objections to proposed exhibits. All exhibits also must be sent to the opposing party or
counsel.

2. Witness List — identify any persons expected to be called to testify. Be sure to notify your
witnesses that they will be required to remain available and in attendance for the full duration
of the hearing. (This will eliminate the difficulty of trying to reach witnesses again for rebuttal
or additional examination later in the hearing). Witness lists also must be sent to the
opposing party or counsel.

3. Photo Identification: a copy of a government-issued photo identification of the parties and
witnesses.

4. Electronic Mail (“e-mail”) addresses for parties, counsel and witnesses. All e-mail addresses
must be current and able to receive all notices relating to this matter.

5. Cellphone numbers for all parties, counsel, and witnesses at which they can be reached and
respond to text message during the hearing (in the event a connection is lost).

6. A statement whether executive session may be required to receive testimony containing

personal protected information, and if so, what that information may be (treatment records,
patient records, therapy reports). Parties or counsel should identify any witnesses listed in
response to #2 above who may provide testimony relating to personal protected information
requiring executive session.

7. A statement whether an interpreter will be needed for the proceeding.

This is a formal public hearing. It will be video recorded and posted on the DPH website for public viewing.
All hearing participants should appear in proper attire, in proper surroundings, and remove any potential
distractions.

In preparation, please make sure all of your devices are fully functioning and properly charged. All
participants are required to have video and audio functions on when testifying or speaking.

Our office will contact you again 3 to 5 calendar days prior to the hearing to provide you with any further
instructions and a Microsoft Teams link / phone number and code to enter the hearing.

Should you have any question please contact the hearing office at phho.dph@ct.gov.



mailto:phho.dph@ct.gov
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