
 
 

AGENDA 
BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

Department of Public Health 
410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 

July 21, 2021 - 8:30 AM 
 

Chair Updates 
Open Forum 
Additional Agenda Items and Reordering of Agenda 
National Council of State Boards of Nursing - Update 

 
MINUTES 
May 19, 2021 and June 16, 2021 
 
Public Act No. 21-152 
 
SCHOOL ISSUES 

• Goodwin University – Notice of intent to offer an Associate Degree in Nursing Program 

• Sacred Heart University – Approval of Dean of the Dr. Susan L. Davis, RN & Richard J. Henley College 
           of Nursing 

• University of Connecticut 
a. Temporary waiver request 
b. Permanent waiver requests 

• Porter & Chester Institute 
a. Approval of Interim Nursing Director for the Practical Nursing Program 
b. Plan of Correction 

➢ Enfield day program 
➢ Hamden day and evening program 
➢ Rocky Hill evening program 
➢ Stratford day program 
➢ Waterbury day and evening program 

c. Nursing Education Supervisor of the Practical Nursing Program - Hamden Campus 

• Stone Academy 
  a. Approval of Interim Practical Nurse Program Administrator 
  b. Plan of Correction 

➢ West Haven day and evening program 
➢ East Hartford day and evening program 

 
CONNECTICUT LEAGUE FOR NURSING – Monthly Update 
 
SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
 June 2021  Summary 
 
MEMORANDA OF DECISION 

• Amanda Hart, R.N.   Petition No. 2020-552 

• Nicholas Lewonczyk, LPN Petition No. 2017-50 

• Elaine Reynolds, RN  Petition No. 2018-1301 
 
PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION 

• Linda Lee, L.P.N.  Petition No. 2019-362 
 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 

• Meghan Frederick, L.P.N., Petition No. 2021-206  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 

• Patricia Fryer, RN   Petition No. 2021-572  Staff Attorney Linda Fazzina 

• Nichelle Robinson, R.N.  Petition No. 2021-516  Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville 
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CONSENT ORDERS 

• Karen Crosby, RN  Petition No. 2020-684    Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 

• Laurie Pierson, R.N.  Petition No. 2019-859   Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville 

• Christine Wilkinson, L.P.N. Petition No. 2020-212    Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 

• Lynne Reynolds, RN,  Petition No. 2020-385    Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 

• Adrienne DeLucia, RN,  Petition No. 2021-317    Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
 
 
HEARINGS 

• Angel Predzimirski, R.N  Petition No. 2020-1221   Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 

• Christopher Morahan, RN Petition No.   2020-1009   Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
 
 

This meeting will be held by via Microsoft Teams 
 

Board of Examiners for Nursing - Meeting/Hearings 
Join on your computer or mobile app 

Click here to join the meeting 
Or call in (audio only) 

+1 860-840-2075 - Phone Conference ID: 434 047 417# 
 
 
 
 

Revised 7-19-2021 

 
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ODM2MmMyMmMtNDY0Ny00YjJiLTg2NGYtNDAxMjMyOTBhMGJi%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22735c43f2-4aee-4b5f-b05e-0c535078f579%22%7d
tel:+18608402075,,434047417# 


The following minutes are draft minutes which are subject to revision and which have not yet been adopted by the Board. 
 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on May 19, 2021 via Microsoft TEAMS. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, D.N.Sc. - (RN Member, Chair) 
     Jason Blando - (Public Member) 
     Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE - (RN Member) 
     Lisa S. Freeman, BA - (Public Member) 
     Jennifer C. Long, APRN, MSN, NNP-BC - (APRN Member) 
     Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, PMHNP, PMHCNS - (RN Member) 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Geraldine Marrocco, Ed.D., APRN, ANP-BC, FAANP - (RN Member)  
     Rebecca Martinez, LPN – (LPN Member) 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Dana Dalton, RN, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Jeffrey Kardys, Board Liaison, DPH  
Agnieszka Salek, Hearings Liaison, DPH  

 
The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m.  All participants were present by video or telephone conference. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Chair Bouffard reported she will be making a presentation to the Connecticut Nurses Association on May 
26, 2021.  She will discuss the Board’s mission and activities. 

 
OPEN FORUM  

Nothing to report. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary E. Dietmann, to approve the reordering of the agenda.  
The motion passed unanimously. 

 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

Mary Dietmann provided a report of an Education Consultants Group teleconference on  
May 4, 2021. The main topic of discussion was the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) 
Essentials.  The Essentials outline the necessary curriculum content and expected competencies of 
graduates from baccalaureate, master’s, and Doctor of Nursing Practice programs, as well as the clinical 
support needed for the full spectrum of academic nursing. 
 

Lisa Freeman arrived at 8:37 a.m. 
 
SCHOOL ISSUES  

• Connecticut League for Nursing Virtual RN Refresher Course 
Marcia Proto, Executive Director, Connecticut League for Nursing provided an update of the CNA online 
registered nurse refresher course. 
 
 Update on the NCLEX test results - Sacred Heart University and Quinnipiac University. 
Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided updates NCLEX results for Sacred Heart University and 
Quinnipiac University. 
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• NCLEX test results - 05/01/2020 to 04/30/2021 
Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH reported NCLEX results for the time period May 1, 2020 to April 
30, 2021 for RN and LPN programs.  The programs that have not  met the 80 percent pass rate will be 
notified to appear and present a plan of correction to the Board. 
Based on the results Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to remove the University 
of Connecticut Stamford program  from conditional status which was ordered on  
June 17, 2020.  The motion passed unanimously.   
 

 
CONNECTICUT LEAGUR FOR NURSING – Monthly Update 

Marcia Proto, Executive Director provided an update from the Connecticut League for Nursing on the 
following matters: 
• Deans and Directors/Connecticut Hospital Association quarterly meeting on June 7, 2021. 
• Enrolment in Connecticut Nursing Programs has been increasing. 
• Expected increase in retirements of faculty from State education programs in June 2022. 
• Office of Workforce Strategy 
• Lack of clinical experiences for APRN students. 

 
SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of 35  nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health during April 2021. 

 
MEMORANDA OF DECISION  

Dana Gibson, RN – License Reinstatement 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to reaffirm the Board’s decision reinstating Ms. 
Gibson’s registered nurse and imposing probation for a period of one year.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Allyson Allen, LPN - Petition No. 2020-787 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to reaffirm the Board’s decision imposing 
probation for a period of four  years.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Colleen Gallagher, LPN - Petition No. 2020-76 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to reaffirm the Board’s decision imposing 
probation for a period of four  years.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION 
Nicholas Lewonczyk, LPN - Petition No. 2017-50 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan was present for the Department of Public Health.  Mr. Lewonczyk was not 
present or represented. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Reconsideration of an April 21, 2021 
Memorandum of Decision.  The motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann that effective immediately the Memorandum of 
Decision in this matter be amended such that respondent is required to complete a licensed practical nurse 
refresher course that includes a clinical component prior to resuming the practice of nursing.  In addition, 
respondent’s license shall be restricted for the purpose of successful completion of the refresher program, 
and the four (4) year probation shall commence on the resumption of employment.  The motion passed 
unanimously.   
All other conditions of the April 21, 2021 Memorandum of Decision will remain in effect pending issuance of 
the Amended Memorandum of Decision 
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MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION  

Adrienne DeLucia, RN - Petition No. 2021-317 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Adrienne 
DeLucia.  Attorney Cody Guarnieri was present with respondent. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to enter executive session to review confidential 
medical records.  The motion passed unanimously.  No motions were made and no votes were taken 
during executive session. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety, and welfare.   
The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for 
June 16, 2021. 
 

CONSENT ORDERS 
Mary Ann Connelly, RN - Petition No. 2019-1277 
Staff Attorney, Joelle Newton, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Mary Ann Connelly, RN.  Attorney Ellen Costello was present on behalf of respondent. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes a 
reprimand and probation for a period of eighteen months.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Stephanie Kennedy, RN - Petition No. 2020-606 
Staff Attorney, Linda Fazzina, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Stephanie Kennedy, RN.  Respondent was not present and was not represented. 
Jennifer Long moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes a 
reprimand.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Tracy Maluk, RN - Petition No. 2020-1223 
Staff Attorney, Joelle Newton, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Mary Ann Connelly, RN.  Respondent was not present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes  
probation for a period of four years.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Chanelle Walker, RN - Petition No. 2019-640 
Staff Attorney, Diane Wilan, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order and a  Reinstatement 
Consent Order in the matter of Chanelle Walker, RN.  Attorney Mary Alice Moore Leonhardt was present 
with respondent. 
Jennifer Long moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes 
probation pursuant to a Reinstatement Consent Order.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, to approve the Reinstatement Consent Order which 
imposes probation for a period of four years.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

SCHOOL ISSUES  
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to add a review of the Porter & Chester Institute 
Stratford Campus Evening Program NCLEX results to the agenda.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Following review Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to remove the Stratford 
Campus Evening Program from conditional approval.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

HEARINGS 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to change the order of the scheduled hearings.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
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David Martin, RN - Petition No. 2021-242 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present 
but was not represented. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to enter executive session to take evidence 
regarding confidential treatment records.  The motion passed unanimously.  No motions were made an no 
votes were taken during executive session. 
Following the close of the record the Board conducted fact-finding.  Jennifer Long moved, and Gina 
Reiners  seconded, that Mr. Martin be found as charged.  With respect to the second count paragraph 8 the 
reason for failing to submit to requested screening was due to Mr. martin being unable to do so because he 
was hospitalized.  The motion passed unanimously 
Jennifer Long moved, and Lisa Freeman seconded, that Mr. Martin’s license be revoked. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
Pamela Franklin, LPN - Petition No. 2020-1211 
Staff Attorney, Linda Fazzina was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners made a motion seconded by Mary Dietmann to grant the Department’s oral motion to deem 
allegations admitted.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, that Ms. Franklin be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Jennifer Long seconded, that Ms. Franklin’s license be revoked. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
Amanda Claffey, RN - Petition No. 2021-284 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present for the Department of Public Health.  Ms. Claffey was present but 
was not represented.   
During the hearing Ms. Claffey asked for a continuance.  Jennifer Long moved, and Gina Reiners 
seconded the request for continuance.  The hearing will be rescheduled to July 21, 2021.  
 
Denise Ambrose, LPN - Petition No. 2019-751 
Staff Attorney, Brittany Petano was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented. 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners to grant the Department’s motion to amend the 
Statement of Charges.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners to grant the Department’s oral motion to deem 
allegations admitted.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Gina Reiners made a motion seconded by Jennifer Long, that Ms. Ambrose be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Jennifer Long seconded, that Ms. Ambrose’s license be revoked.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Daniel O’Brien, RN - Petition No. 2021-284 
Staff Attorney, Diane Wilan was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not present 
and was not represented. 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners to grant the Department’s oral motion to deem 
allegations admitted.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Following close of the hearing the Board conducted fact-finding. 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, that Mr. O’Brien be found as charged.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
Jennifer Long moved, and Gina Reiners seconded, that Mr. O’Brien’s license be revoked. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
Upon a motion by Lisa Freeman, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, it was the unanimous decision to adjourn 
this meeting at 12:29 p.m. 

 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair  
Board of Examiners for Nursing  



The following minutes are draft minutes which are subject to revision and which have not yet been adopted by the Board. 
 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting on June 16, 2021 via Microsoft TEAMS. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, D.N.Sc. - (RN Member, Chair) 
     Cynthia L. Arpin, RN, MSN – (RN Member) 
     Jason Blando - (Public Member) 
     Mary E. Dietmann, EdD, APRN, ACNS-BC, CNE - (RN Member) 
     Geraldine Marrocco, Ed.D., APRN, ANP-BC, FAANP - (RN Member)  
     Rebecca Martinez, LPN – (LPN Member) 
     Gina Reiners, PhD, APRN, PMHNP, PMHCNS - (RN Member) 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Lisa S. Freeman, BA - (Public Member) 
     Jennifer C. Long, APRN, MSN, NNP-BC - (APRN Member) 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Dana Dalton, RN, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Jeffrey Kardys, Board Liaison, DPH  
Agnieszka Salek, Hearings Liaison, DPH  

 
The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m.  All participants were present by video or telephone conference. 
 
Cynthia Arpin was welcomed to her meeting as member of the Board. 
 
CHAIR UPDATES 

Chair Bouffard reported on the  presentation she made to the Connecticut Nurses Association on May 
26, 2021.  

OPEN FORUM  
Nothing to report. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to approve the reordering of the agenda.  
The motion passed unanimously. 

 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

Mary Dietmann provided a report of an Education Consultants Group teleconference. 
Chair Bouffard reported on networking session she attended June 14, 2021. 
The 2022 annual meeting is scheduled for August 17-19. 

 
MINUTES 

Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to approve the minutes from  
April 21, 2021.  The motion passed with all in favor except Cynthia Arpin who abstained. 

 
SCHOOL ISSUES  

• Porter & Chester Institute 
Approval Interim Nursing Director for the Practical Nursing Program 
Nancy Brunet and Vicky Kane, Vice President of Academics were present from Porter & Chester 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez to approve Ms. Brunet as the Interim 
Nursing Director.  Gina Reiners and Cynthia Arpin voted in favor.  Jason Blando, Mary Dietmann, 
Geraldine Marrocco and Rebecca Martinez abstained.  The motion failed. 
Gina Reiners withdrew the motion and made a new motion to table all Porter & Chester maters until 
the July 221, 2021 meeting.  The motion to table was seconded by Rebecca Martinez and passed 
unanimously. 
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• University of Bridgeport Plan of Correction 
Gina Reiners recused herself in this matter. 
Linda Wagner and Cynthia Jeffrey were present from the University of Bridgeport. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez, to approve the plan of 
correction.  The motion passed. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to place the University of 
Bridgeport on conditional status for one year.  The motion passed.  
 
• Gateway Community College Plan of Correction 
Chair Bouffard recused herself in this matter 
Shelia Solernou was  present from the Gateway Community College. 
Rebecca Martinez made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann to approve the plan of correction.  
The motion passed. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez, to place the Gateway 
Community College on conditional status for one year.  The motion passed. 
 
• Norwalk Community College Plan of Correction 
Ezechiel Dominique was  present from the Gateway Community College. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners to approve the plan of correction.  The 
motion passed. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to place the Norwalk Community 
College on conditional status for one year.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
• St. Vincent’s College Plan of Correction 
Mary Dietmann and Jason Blando recused themselves in this matter. 
Rosemarie Baker, Maryanne Davidson and Tammy Dickerson were present from the St. Vincent’s 
College. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez, to approve the plan of 
correction.  The motion passed. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez, to place the St. Vincent’s 
College on conditional status for one year.  The motion passed.  
 
• Lincoln Technical Institute 
Patricia DeLucia and Deborah Little were present from the Lincoln Technical Institute. 
Geraldine Marrocco made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann to approve the plan of correction.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to place the Norwalk Community 
College on conditional status for one year.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

CONNECTICUT LEAGUR FOR NURSING – Monthly Update 
Marcia Proto, Executive Director and Audrey Beauvais provided an update from the Connecticut 
League for Nursing. 
Topics of discussion included: 
• CNA and Connecticut Hospital Associations Health Educators Group work meetings regarding 

communications, clinical placement, and transition to practice. 
• National Academy of Medicine Future of Nursing Report 
• Robert Wood Johnson, AARP meeting 
• National Forum of State Nursing Workforce Centers meeting 
 

 
SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of 43  nursing scope of practice inquires 
received by the Department of Public Health during April 2021. 
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MEMORANDA OF DECISION  

Sandra J. Blanchette, R.N. Petition No. 2020-431 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to reaffirm the Board’s decision revoking 
the license of Ms. Blanchette.  The motion passed with all in favor except Cynthia Arpin who 
abstained. 

 
Kandance Edmondson, R.N. Petition No. 2019-725 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez, to reaffirm the Board’s decision 
revoking the license of Ms. Edmondson.  The motion passed with all in favor except Cynthia Arpin 
who abstained. 
 
Karina Francis, R.N. Petition No. 2020-157 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to reaffirm the Board’s decision revoking 
the license of Ms. Francis.  The motion passed with all in favor except Cynthia Arpin who abstained. 

 
Amanda Hart, R.N. Petition No. 2020-552 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to table this matter.  The motion passed, 

 
Terri Howell, R.N. Petition No. 2019-623 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to reaffirm the Board’s decision revoking 
the license of Ms. Howell.  The motion passed with all in favor except Cynthia Arpin who abstained. 

 
Linda Lee, R.N. Petition No. 2019-362 
Rebecca Martinez made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to reaffirm the Board’s decision 
revoking the license of Ms. Blanchette.  The motion passed with all in favor except Cynthia Arpin who 
abstained. 

 
Concetta Mancini, R.N. Petition No. 2019-1109 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to reaffirm the Board’s decision 
dismissing Statement of Charges in this matter.  The motion passed with all in favor except Cynthia 
Arpin who abstained. 

 
Heather Spaulding, R.N. Petition No. 2019-1224 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez, to reaffirm the Board’s decision 
revoking the license of Ms. Spaulding.  The motion passed with all in favor except Cynthia Arpin who 
abstained. 

 
Jessica Vitale, R.N. Petition No. 2020-669 
Rebecca Martinez made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to reaffirm the Board’s decision 
revoking the license of Ms. Vitale.  The motion passed with all in favor except Cynthia Arpin who 
abstained. 

 
MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION 

Kimberly Lemire, RN - Petition No. 2017-50 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton was present for the Department of Public Health.  Ms. Lemire was not 
present or represented. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann,  that the Department’s Motion for 
Reconsideration dated June 3, 2021 be denied because it was not timely filed.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
Following a discussion Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez, that tolling 
language be added to the April 21, 2021 Memorandum of Decision pertaining to any periods of time 
that Ms. Lemire may practice nursing outside of Connecticut.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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REINSTATEMENT REQUEST 

Patricia Winter, APRN – Petition No. 2021-487 
Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH, presented a license reinstatement request for 
Patricia Winter, RN.  
Following review, the Board concurred with the DPH recommendation that Ms. Winters’ license be 
reinstated without further discipline. 

 
REINSTATEMENT REQUEST 

Lashanan Massey, LPN – Petition No. 2021-487 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a pre-hearing review in the matter of Lashanan 
Massey, LPN.  Ms. Massey was not present. 
Following a review of stipulated exhibits the consensus of the Board to recommend a reprimand a one 
year probation and monthly employer reports. 

 
MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION  

Angel Predzimirski, R.N  - Petition No. 2020-1221 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Angel 
Predzimirski.  Respondent was not present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to grant the Department’s Motion for 
Summary Suspension in that respondent’s continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate 
danger to public health, safety, and welfare.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and 
passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for July 21, 2021. 
 
Christopher Morahan, RN - Petition No. 2020-1009 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for 
Christopher Morahan.  Respondent was not present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to grant the Department’s Motion for 
Summary Suspension in that respondent’s continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate 
danger to public health, safety, and welfare.  The motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and 
passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for July 21, 2021. 
 

MOTION TO WITHDRAW STATEMENT OF CHARGES 
Amanda Claffey, RN - Petition No. 2021-2847 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton, Department of Public Health presented a Motion to Withdraw the 
Statement of Charges in the matter of Amanda Claffey based on Ms. Claffey’s surrender of her license. 
Gina Reiners  made a motion, seconded by Rebecca Martinez, to grant the Department’s motion. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 

CONSENT ORDERS 
Melissa Dang, LPN - Petition No.: 2019-800 
Staff Attorney, Joelle Newton, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter 
of Melissa Dang, LPN.  Respondent was not present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Rebecca Martinez seconded, to approve the Consent which imposes  
probation for a period of four years.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Stacey Kinsley, RN - Petition No. 2020-972 
Staff Attorney, Joelle Newton, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter 
of Stacey Kinsley, RN.  Attorney Eric Chester was present on behalf of respondent. 
Rebecca Martinez moved, and Geraldine Marrocco seconded, to approve the Consent Order which 
imposes probation for a period of four years.  The motion passed unanimously. 
The Board considered a request filed by Attorney Chester asking that the Summary Suspension of 
respondent’s license be immediately vacated and that the Consent Order become effective immediately.  
Attorney Newton objected to respondent’s request.  Gina Reiners moved, and Rebecca Martinez 
seconded that Attorney Chester’s request be denied.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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Stephanie Ryan, RN - Petition No. 2020-626 
Staff Attorney, Joelle Newton, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter 
of Stephanie Ryan, RN.  Attorney Denis Mancini was present on behalf of respondent. 
Geraldine Marrocco moved, and Gina Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order which 
imposes probation for a period of four years.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Attorney Mancini made an oral request that the Summary Suspension of respondent’s license be 
immediately vacated and that the Consent Order become effective immediately.  Attorney Newton 
objected to respondent’s request.  Gina Reiners moved, and Rebecca Martinez seconded that Attorney 
Mancini’s request be denied.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Stacey Thompson, LPN  - Petition No.: 2019-727 
Staff Attorney, Joelle Newton, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter 
of Stacey Thompson, LPN.  Respondent was not present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Rebecca Martinez seconded, to approve the Consent which imposes  
probation for a period of four years.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
Upon a motion by Lisa Freeman, seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, it was the unanimous decision to 
adjourn this meeting at 12:20 p.m. 

 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair  
Board of Examiners for Nursing  
 



 

 

 
Substitute House Bill No. 6449 

 

Public Act No. 21-152 
 

 
AN ACT EXPANDING ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY IN 
OCCUPATIONS LICENSED BY THE DEPARTMENTS OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH AND CONSUMER PROTECTION AND REQUIRING A 
REPORT FROM CERTAIN EXECUTIVE BRANCH AGENCIES 
REGARDING BACKGROUND CHECKS AND THE FEASIBILITY OF 
ESTABLISHING PRECLEARANCE ASSESSMENTS OF CRIMINAL 
HISTORY. 
 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

Section 1. (NEW) (Effective October 1, 2021) (a) An occupational or 

professional license, permit, certification or registration issued by the 

Department of Public Health pursuant to chapter 368v, 370, 372, 373, 

375, 375a, 376, 376a, 376b, 376c, 377, 378, 378a, 379, 379a, 380, 381, 381a, 

381b, 382a, 382b, 382c, 383, 383a, 383b, 383c, 383d, 383e, 383f, 383g, 383h, 

384, 384a, 384b, 384c, 384d, 385, 386, 387, 387a, 388, 388a, 393a, 395, 397a, 

398, 399, 400a, 400c or 474 of the general statutes shall be issued, in the 

occupation or profession applied for and at a practice level determined 

by the department, to a person who is (1) a resident of this state, as 

defined in section 12-701 of the general statutes, and provides a current 

driver's license, utility bill, lease agreement or property deed indicating 

such person's residence in this state; or (2) married to an active duty 

member of the armed forces of the United States and accompanies such 

member, pursuant to an official permanent change of station, to a 

military installation located in this state if: 
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(A) The person holds a valid license, permit, certification or 

registration in at least one other jurisdiction in the United States in the 

occupation or profession applied for; 

(B) The person has practiced under such license, permit, certification 

or registration for not less than four years; 

(C) The person is in good standing in all jurisdictions in the United 

States in which he or she holds a license, permit, certification or 

registration and has not had a license, permit, certification or 

registration revoked or discipline imposed by any jurisdiction in the 

United States, does not have a complaint, allegation or investigation 

related to unprofessional conduct pending in any jurisdiction, and has 

not voluntarily surrendered a license, permit, certification or 

registration while under investigation for unprofessional conduct in any 

jurisdiction; 

(D) The person satisfies any background check or character and 

fitness check required of other applicants for the license, permit, 

certification or registration; and 

(E) The person pays all fees required of other applicants for the 

license, permit, certification or registration. 

(b) In addition to the requirements set forth in subsection (a) of this 

section, the Department of Public Health (1) shall require a resident of 

this state to take and pass all or a portion of any examination required 

of other persons applying for the license, permit, certification or 

registration; and (2) may require a person married to an active duty 

member of the armed forces of the United States to take all or a portion 

of such examination. 

(c) Any person issued a license, permit, certification or registration 

pursuant to this section shall be subject to the laws of this state and the 

jurisdiction of the Department of Public Health. 
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(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section and pursuant to 

section 19a-14 of the general statutes, the Commissioner of Public 

Health may deny an occupational or professional license, permit, 

certification or registration if he or she finds such denial is in the best 

interest of the state. 

Sec. 2. (Effective July 1, 2021) (a) The Commissioner of Public Health 

shall convene working groups to determine whether Connecticut 

should join any interstate licensure compacts. 

(b) Such working groups shall consist of (1) the Commissioner of 

Public Health, the Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management, 

and the executive director of the Office of Health Strategy, or their 

designees; (2) the chair of the appropriate board of examiners or 

advisory board, or his or her designee; (3) a representative of the 

appropriate state professional association; (4) a representative of the 

professional assistance program for regulated professions established 

pursuant to section 19a-12a of the general statutes; and (5) any other 

members the Commissioner of Public Health deems appropriate. Each 

working group shall convene not later than sixty days after the effective 

date of this section. 

(c) Not later than January 15, 2022, the Commissioner of Public 

Health shall submit a report, in accordance with the provisions of 

section 11-4a of the general statutes, to the joint standing committee of 

the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to public 

health. Such report shall include recommendations that reflect the 

determinations pursuant to subsection (a) of this section. The working 

groups shall terminate upon the submission of the report. 

Sec. 3. (Effective July 1, 2021) Not later than January 15, 2022, the 

Commissioner of Public Health shall submit a report, in accordance 

with the provisions of section 11-4a of the general statutes, to the joint 

standing committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of 
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matters relating to public health. Such report shall be developed in 

consultation with such boards or commissions as the commissioner 

deems appropriate and shall recommend whether it would be in the 

best interest of the state (1) for any examination administered by the 

state pursuant to chapter 368v, 370, 372, 373, chapters 375 to 388a, 

inclusive, chapter 393a, 395, chapters 397a to 399, inclusive, chapter 

400a, 400c or 474 of the general statutes to be administered by a national 

organization acceptable to the Department of Public Health, and (2) to 

reduce any experience and training requirements while increasing any 

such examination's ability to test applicants' knowledge or skills. 

Sec. 4. (NEW) (Effective October 1, 2021) (a) An occupational or 

professional license, permit, certification or registration issued by the 

Department of Consumer Protection pursuant to chapter 389, 390, 391, 

392, 394, 396, 396a, 399a, 399b, 400, 400b, 400f, 400g, 400h, 400j, 400m, 

400o or 400p of the general statutes shall be issued, in the occupation or 

profession applied for and at a practice level determined by the 

department, to a person who is (1) a resident of this state, as defined in 

section 12-701 of the general statutes, and provides a current driver's 

license, utility bill, lease agreement or property deed indicating their 

residence in this state; or (2) married to an active duty member of the 

armed forces of the United States and accompanies such member, 

pursuant to an official permanent change of station, to a military 

installation located in this state, if such person: 

(A) Holds a valid license, permit, certification or registration in at 

least one other jurisdiction in the United States in the occupation or 

profession applied for; 

(B) Has at least four years of experience, including (i) practice under 

such license, permit, certification or registration, (ii) classroom 

education, and (iii) on-the-job training; 

(C) Is in good standing in all jurisdictions in United States in which 
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he or she holds a license, permit, certification or registration and has not 

had a license, permit, certification or registration revoked or discipline 

imposed by any jurisdiction, does not have a complaint, allegation or 

investigation related to unprofessional conduct pending in any 

jurisdiction and has not voluntarily surrendered a license, permit, 

certification or registration while under investigation for unprofessional 

conduct in any jurisdiction; 

(D) Satisfies any background check or character and fitness check 

required of other applicants for the license, permit, certification or 

registration;  

(E) Pays all fees required of other applicants for the license, permit, 

certification or registration; and  

(F) Takes and passes all or a portion of any examination required of 

other persons applying for the license, permit, certification or 

registration, except a person married to an active duty member of the 

armed forces of the United States may be required to take and pass all 

or a portion of such examination at the discretion of the Commissioner 

of Consumer Protection.  

(b) Any person issued a license, permit, certification or registration 

pursuant to this section shall be subject to the laws of this state and the 

jurisdiction of the Department of Consumer Protection. 

(c) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this section, the 

Commissioner of Consumer Protection may deny an occupational or 

professional license, permit, certification or registration if the 

commissioner finds such denial is in the best interest of the state. 

(d) A person applying for a license, permit, certification or 

registration that is not required to practice an occupation or profession 

in at least twenty-five states who relocates to this state from another 

state that did not require a license, permit, certification or registration to 
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practice the person's occupation or profession may be considered to 

have satisfied the conditions of subparagraphs (A) and (B) of 

subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of this section if he or she establishes to 

the satisfaction of the Department of Consumer Protection that he or she 

has four or more years of related work experience with a substantially 

similar scope of practice within the five years preceding the date of 

application to said department. 

Sec. 5. Section 20-333 of the general statutes is repealed and the 

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021): 

(a) To obtain a license under this chapter, an applicant shall have 

attained such applicant's eighteenth birthday and shall furnish such 

evidence of competency as the appropriate board or the Commissioner 

of Consumer Protection shall require. A recommendation for review 

issued pursuant to section 31-22u shall be sufficient to demonstrate such 

competency. The applicant shall satisfy such board or the commissioner 

that such applicant [is of good moral character,] possesses a diploma or 

other evidence of graduation from the eighth grade of grammar school, 

or possesses an equivalent education to be determined on examination 

and has the requisite skill to perform the work in the trade for which 

such applicant is applying for a license and can comply with all other 

requirements of this chapter and the regulations adopted under this 

chapter. A recommendation for review issued pursuant to section 31-

22u shall be sufficient to demonstrate that an applicant possesses such 

requisite skill and can comply with all other requirements of this chapter 

and the regulations adopted under this chapter. For any application 

submitted pursuant to this section that requires a hearing or other action 

by the applicable examining board or the commissioner, such hearing 

or other action by the applicable examining board or the commissioner 

shall occur not later than thirty days after the date of submission for 

such application. Upon application for any such license, the applicant 

shall pay to the department a nonrefundable application fee of ninety 
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dollars for a license under subdivisions (2) and (3) of subsection (a) and 

subdivision (4) of subsection (e) of section 20-334a, or a nonrefundable 

application fee of one hundred fifty dollars for a license under 

subdivision (1) of subsection (a), subdivisions (1) and (2) of subsection 

(b), subdivision (1) of subsection (c) and subdivisions (1), (2) and (3) of 

subsection (e) of section 20-334a. Any such application fee shall be 

waived for persons who present a recommendation for review issued 

pursuant to section 31-22u. 

(b) The department shall conduct such written, oral and practical 

examinations as the appropriate board, with the consent of the 

commissioner, deems necessary to test the knowledge of the applicant 

in the work for which a license is being sought. The department shall 

allow any applicant, who has not participated in an apprenticeship 

program but presents a recommendation for review issued pursuant to 

section 31-22u, to sit for any such examination. Any person completing 

the required apprentice training program for a journeyman's license 

under section 20-334a shall, within thirty days following such 

completion, apply for a licensure examination given by the department. 

If an applicant does not pass such licensure examination, the 

commissioner shall provide each failed applicant with information on 

how to retake the examination and a report describing the applicant's 

strengths and weaknesses in such examination. Any apprentice permit 

issued under section 20-334a to an applicant who fails three licensure 

examinations in any one-year period shall remain in effect if such 

applicant applies for and takes the first licensure examination given by 

the department following the one-year period from the date of such 

applicant's third and last unsuccessful licensure examination. 

Otherwise, such permit shall be revoked as of the date of the first 

examination given by the department following expiration of such 

one-year period. 

(c) The Commissioner of Consumer Protection, subject to section 46a-
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80, may deny a license or may issue a license pursuant to a consent order 

containing conditions that shall be met by the applicant if the applicant 

reports that he or she has been found guilty or convicted as a result of 

an act which constitutes a felony under (1) the laws of this state at the 

time of application for such license, (2) federal law at the time of 

application for such license, or (3) the laws of another jurisdiction, and 

which, if committed within this state, would constitute a felony under 

the laws of this state. 

[(c)] (d) When an applicant has qualified for a license, the department 

shall, upon receipt of the license fee or upon waiver of such fee pursuant 

to section 20-335, issue to such applicant a license entitling such 

applicant to engage in the work or occupation for which a license was 

sought and shall register each successful applicant's name and address 

in the roster of licensed persons authorized to engage in the work or 

occupation within the appropriate board's authority. All fees and other 

moneys collected by the department shall be promptly transmitted to 

the State Treasurer as provided in section 4-32. 

Sec. 6. (Effective October 1, 2021) The Departments of Administrative 

Services, Agriculture, Consumer Protection, Correction, Emergency 

Services and Public Protection and Public Health, the Labor 

Department, and the Office of Early Childhood shall, not later than 

January 1, 2022, report to the Secretary of the Office of Policy and 

Management on (1) the number of employees who perform background 

checks related to the department's or office's licensing functions, the job 

classifications of such employees, and the type or level of clearance of 

the background checks that are being performed, (2) the number of 

hours each such employee spends on average per week performing 

background checks, and (3) for any licenses in which some education or 

training is required of the applicant prior to obtaining a license, the 

feasibility of establishing a preclearance assessment of criminal history 

prior to potential applicants beginning such education or training. Such 
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recommendations shall additionally assess the feasibility of centralizing 

and standardizing background checks performed by state government 

agencies and shall address any related issues of delegation of authority 

by such agencies. 

 
Approved July 12, 2021 























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

 
 
Amanda Hart, R.N.                                                        Petition No. 2020-552 
License No. 090939   

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  

I 
 

Procedural Background 

 
On August 10, 2020, the Department of Public Health ("Department") filed a Statement 

of Charges (“Charges”) with the Board of Examiners for Nursing.  Board (“Bd.”) Exhibit (“Ex.”) 

1.  The Charges allege that Amanda Hart’s (“Respondent”) violations of Chapter 378 of the 

Connecticut General Statutes (“Conn. Gen. Stat.”), subjecting her registered nurse (“R.N.”) 

license number 090939 to disciplinary action pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 19a-17 and 20-

99(b)(5).  Id.  

On August 19, 2020, the Department filed a Motion for Summary Suspension (“Motion”) 

with the Board.  Bd. Ex. 2.  Based on the allegations in the Charges and the affidavits and reports 

attached to the Motion, the Board found that Respondent’s continued nursing practice presented 

a clear and immediate danger to public health and safety.  Accordingly, on August 19, 2020, 

pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 4-182(c) and 19a-17(c), the Board ordered Respondent’s 

registered nurse license number 090939 be summarily suspended pending a final determination 

by the Board of the allegations contained in the Charges (“Summary Suspension Order”).  Bd. 

Ex. 3. 

On August 20, 2020, the Department mailed the Summary Suspension Order, Charges 

and Notice of Hearing (“Notice”) to Respondent’s email address of record with the Department 

at Amanda.hart831@gmail.com.  Bd. Ex. 4. 1  

The hearing convened on September 16, 2020 via video conference.  Respondent was 

present at the hearing and was self-represented.  Transcript (“Tr.”) p. 2.  Attorney Brittany Allen 

represented the Department.   

 
1 On May 27, 2020, in accordance with the Governor’s Executive Order No. 7B, Executive No. 7K, or Executive 
Order No. 7M, Conn. State Agencies § 19a-9-18 was modified to permit delivery of notices of hearing to be sent 
solely by email and to deem such notice to be effective and sufficient if sent to the party’s last known email address 
of record on file with the Department.   

mailto:Amanda.hart831@gmail.com
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At the hearing, Respondent orally answered the Charges on the record.  Tr. pp. 4-5. 

Following the close of the record, the Board conducted fact finding.  Each member of the Board 

involved in this decision attests that he or she was present at the hearing or has reviewed the 

record, and that this decision is based entirely on the record, the law, and the Board’s specialized 

professional knowledge in evaluating the evidence.  Pet v. Department of Health Services, 228 

Conn. 651 (1994).  

On September 16, 2020, the Board voted to vacate the August 19, 2020 Summary 

Suspension of Respondent’s registered nurse license number 090939.  The Board then placed 

Respondent’s RN license on probation, subject to the terms and conditions of the July 17, 2019 

Consent Order issued with respect to Petition No. 2019-444, pending the issuance of its 

Memorandum of Decision with respect to the instant matter, Petition No. 2020-552. 

I 

Allegations 

 
1. In paragraph 1 of the Charges, the Department alleges that Respondent of Glastonbury,  

Connecticut is, and has been at all times, as referenced in the Charges, the holder of 
Connecticut R.N. license number 090939. 

 
2. In paragraph 2 of the Charges, the Department alleges that on July 17, 2019, the Board 

approved a Consent Order in Petition No. 2019-444 (“Consent Order”) that placed 
Respondent’s license on probation for four years based on the Board’s findings that 
Respondent diverted opiates and abused and/or utilized alcohol and opiates to excess.  
Respondent’s probationary terms included, in part, random urine screens and attend 
therapy.   

   
3. In paragraph 3 of the Charges, the Department alleges that on or about January 15, 2020, 

the Board summarily suspended Respondent’s license based on alleged violations of the  
Consent Order.  The Board conducted a hearing on or about February 19, 2020 regarding 
the alleged violations and reinstated Respondent’s license under the terms and conditions 
of the Consent Order, pending issuance of a Memorandum of Decision.   

 
4. In paragraph 4 of the Charges, the Department alleges that in or around May 2020, 

Respondent had one or more dilute urine screens.   
 
5. In paragraph 5 of the Charges, the Department alleges that in or around May 2020, 

Respondent abused and/or utilized alcohol to excess.   
 
6. In paragraph 6 of the Charges, the Department alleges that Respondent’s abuse and/or 

utilization of alcohol to excess does and/or may affect her practice as a registered nurse.   
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7. In paragraph 7 of the Charges, the Department alleges that the above facts constitute a 
violation of the terms of probation as set forth in the Consent Order, and subjects 
Respondent’s license to revocation or other disciplinary action authorized by Conn. Gen. 
Stat. §§ 19a-17 and 20-99(b) including, but not limited to 20-99(b)(5).    

 
III 

 
Findings of Fact 

 
1. Respondent of Glastonbury,  Connecticut is, and has been at all times, as referenced in 

the Charges, the holder of Connecticut R.N. license number 090939.  Tr. pp. 4-6. 
 
2. On July 17, 2019, the Board approved a Consent Order that placed Respondent’s license 

on probation for four years based on the Board’s findings that Respondent diverted 
opiates and abused and/or utilized alcohol and opiates to excess.  The terms and 
conditions of Respondent’s probation included, in part, that she submit to random urine 
screens and that she attend therapy.  Id.; Department (“Dept.”) Ex. 1,  pp. 1, 4-15. 

   
3. On January 15, 2020, the Board summarily suspended Respondent’s license based on 

alleged violations of the 2019 Consent Order (Petition No. 2019-1360).  The Board 
conducted a hearing on February 19, 2020 regarding the alleged violations in Petition No. 
2019-1360 and ordered that Respondent’s license be reinstated under the terms and 
conditions of the 2019 Consent Order,2 pending issuance of a Memorandum of 
Memorandum of Decision in Petition number 2019-1360.  Id. 

 
4. On May 8, 2020 and May 15, 2020, Respondent had one or more dilute urine screens.  

Id.; Dept. Ex. 1 , pp. 16-19 (under seal), 20-22, 23-25 (under seal), 28.   
 
5. On May 8, 2020 and May 15, 2020, Respondent abused and/or utilized alcohol to excess.  

Id.; Dept. Ex. 1, pp. pp. 20-22, 23-25 (under seal), 28.   
 
6. Respondent’s abuse and/or utilization of alcohol to excess does and/or may affect her 

practice as a registered nurse.  Id. 
 

IV 
 

Discussion and Conclusions of Law 

 The Department bears the burden of proof by a preponderance of the evidence in this 

matter.  Jones v. Connecticut Medical Examining Board, 309 Conn. 727, 739-740 (2013).                 

The Department sustained its burden of proof with regard to all of the allegations contained in 

the Charges. 

 
2 See, fn. 2.   
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Conn. Gen. Stat. § 20-99 provides, in pertinent part, that:  

(a)  The Board . . . shall have jurisdiction to hear all charges of conduct which fails to 
conform to the accepted standards of the nursing profession brought against persons 
licensed to practice nursing.  After holding a hearing . . . said board, if it finds such 
person to be guilty, may revoke or suspend his or her license or take any of the actions set 
forth in section 19a-17 . . . . 
(b) Conduct which fails to conform to the accepted standards of the nursing profession 
includes, but is not limited to, the following: . . . (5) abuse or excessive use of drugs, 
including alcohol, narcotics or chemicals;. . . .  
 

Specifically, under Conn. Gen. Stat. § 20-99(b) (5), a licensee whose conduct fails to 

conform to the accepted standards of the nursing profession including, but not limited to abuse or 

excessive use of drugs, including alcohol, narcotics or chemicals may, after a hearing, have his 

or her license revoked or suspended.   

Respondent admitted to all of the allegations contained in the Charges.  Tr. pp. 4-6.  

Therefore, the Board finds that with respect to the all of the allegations contained in the Charges, 

the Department sustained its burden of proof by a preponderance of the evidence.  Findings of 

Fact (“FF”) 1-6.   

The allegations contained in paragraph 2 of the Charges are not in dispute.  With respect 

to such allegations, the record establishes that on July 17, 2019, the Board approved a Consent 

Order that placed Respondent’s license on probation for four years based on the Board’s findings 

that Respondent diverted opiates and abused and/or utilized alcohol and opiates to excess.  The 

terms and conditions of Respondent’s probation included, in part, that Respondent submit to 

random urine screens and attend therapy.  FF 2.  

The allegations contained in paragraph 3 of the Charges are not in dispute.  On January 

15, 2020, the Board summarily suspended Respondent’s license based on Respondent’s alleged 

violations of the 2019 Consent Order (Petition No. 2019-1360).  On February 19, 2020, the 

Board conducted a hearing regarding Respondent’s alleged violations of the 2019 Consent 

Order.  At the conclusion of the February 19, 2020 hearing, the Board reinstated Respondent’s 

R.N. license under the terms and conditions of the 2019 Consent Order, pending the issuance of 

the Board’s Memorandum of Decision in Petition No. 2019-1360.  FF 3.  Therefore, the 

Department sustained its burden of proof with respect to the allegations contained in paragraph 3 

of the Charges. 
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With respect to the allegations contained in paragraph 4 of the Charges, Respondent 

admitted the allegations.  Tr. pp. 4-6.  Additionally, the record shows that Respondent violated 

the terms and conditions of the July 17, 2019 Consent Order when her May 7, 2020 urine screen 

was shown to be diluted.  Dept. Ex. 1, p. 1.  On May 8, 2020, Respondent was retested, and her 

urine screen tested positive for ethyl glucuronide and ethyl sulfate, once again violating the terms 

and conditions of the July 17, 2019 Consent Order.  FF 4-5. 

On May 15, 2020, Respondent violated the terms and conditions of the July 17, 2019 

Consent Order when her urine screen tested positive for ethyl glucuronide and ethyl sulfate.  FF 

4-5.   

On May 19, 2020, Respondent reported to the Department monitor that on May 8, 2020 

and May 14, 2020, she consumed a couple glasses of wine.  Respondent’s actions on both of 

these dates were clear violations of the 2019 Consent Order.  Dept. Ex. 1, p. 16.   

On May 21, 2020, the Department issued a Non-Compliance letter to Respondent based 

on her positive urine screens for alcohol on May 8, 2020 and May 15, 2020.  Dept. Ex. 1, p. 16. 

The Department also requested Respondent to refrain from practicing as a nurse for a maximum 

of 45 days.  The effective date was retroactive to May 19, 2020.  Id.  Therefore, the Department 

sustained its burden of proof with respect to the allegations contained in paragraph 4 of the 

Charges. 

With respect to the allegations contained in paragraphs 5 and 6 of the Charges, the 

Respondent admitted the Charges.  Tr. pp. 4-6.  Additionally, the record shows that on May 8, 

2020 and May 15, 2020, Respondent abused and/or utilized alcohol to excess (FF 5) and that 

Respondent’s abuse and/or utilization of alcohol to excess does and/or may affect her practice as 

a registered nurse.  FF 6.  Thus, the Department sustained its burden of proof with respect to the 

allegations contained in paragraphs 5 and 6 of the Charges.   

 Based on the foregoing, the Board finds that the Department has established by                         

a preponderance of the evidence that Respondent’s positive urine screens on May 8, 2020 and 

May 15, 2020 violated the terms and conditions of her 2019 Consent Order which constitutes 

grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 20-99(b)(5).3  The conduct 

admitted, in conjunction with the Department sustaining its burden of proof, renders 

Respondent’s license subject to sanctions, including among others, revocation, suspension or 

 
3 See, fn. 2. 
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probation.  See, Conn. Gen. Stat.  § 19a-17(a) (1), (2) and (5).  Nonetheless, based on the totality 

of the evidence, and Respondent’s self-report of her relapse and her acceptance of  responsibility 

for her misconduct, her demonstrated participation in individual psychotherapy (Resp. Ex. 2 

(under seal) Tr. pp. 10-11), her participation in random urine screen testing, her attendance at 

AA meetings and her involvement with other support groups  (Resp. Ex. 1 (under seal); Tr. pp. 

9-12), the Board finds that Respondent can practice nursing with reasonable skill and safety 

under the terms of this Order. 

Order 

   Based on the record in this case, the above findings of fact and conclusions of law, the 

Board hereby orders, with respect to Respondent’s license number 090939, as follows:   

 
1. The terms and conditions of the July 17, 2019 Consent Order and the Memorandum of 

Decision in Petition No. 2019-1360 (issued on November 18, 2020) are replaced by this 

Order in their entirety.  Respondent’s license shall be placed on probation for a period of 

four years under the following terms and conditions.  If any of the conditions of probation 

are not met, Respondent’s R.N. license may be subject to disciplinary action pursuant to 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 19a-17.      

A. During the period of probation, the Department shall pre-approve Respondent’s 

employment and/or change of employment within the nursing profession.  

B. Respondent shall not be employed as a nurse for a personnel provider service, 

assisted living services agency, homemaker-home health aide agency, or home 

health care agency, and shall not be self-employed as a nurse during the 

probationary period. 

C. Respondent shall provide a copy of this Decision to any and all employers if 

employed as a nurse during the probationary period.  The Department shall be 

notified in writing by any employer(s), within 30 days of the commencement of 

employment, as to receipt of a copy of this Decision.   

D. If employed as a nurse, Respondent shall cause employer reports to be submitted 

to the Department by her immediate supervisor during the entire probationary 

period.  Employer reports shall be submitted commencing with the report due on 

the first business day of the month following employment as a nurse.  Employer 
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reports shall be submitted at least monthly for the first, second and fourth years of 

the probationary period; and, at least quarterly for the third year of the 

probationary period.  

E. The employer reports cited in Paragraph D above shall include documentation of 

Respondent’s ability to practice nursing safely and competently.  Employer 

reports shall be submitted directly to the Department at the address cited in 

Paragraph P below.   

F. Should Respondent’s employment as a nurse be involuntarily terminated or 

suspended, Respondent and her employer shall notify the Department within 72 

hours of such termination or suspension.  

G. If Respondent pursues further training in any subject area that is regulated by the 

Department, Respondent shall provide a copy of this Decision to the educational 

institution or, if not an institution, to Respondent’s instructor.  Such institution or 

instructor shall notify the Department in writing as to receipt of a copy of this 

Decision within 15 days of receipt.  Said notification shall be submitted directly to 

the Department at the address cited in Paragraph P below.  

H. At her expense, Respondent shall engage in therapy and counseling for chemical 

dependency with a licensed or certified therapist, approved by the Department, 

during the entire probationary period.  Additionally, Respondent shall participate 

in AA substance abuse support groups at least eight times a month for the entire 

probationary period and shall submit to the Department written documentation of 

her participation and/or attendance. 

I. Respondent shall provide a copy of this Decision to her therapist.  The 

Department shall be notified in writing by her therapist, within 30 days of the 

effective date of this Decision, as to receipt of a copy of this Decision.  

J. Respondent shall cause evaluation reports to be submitted to the Department by 

her therapist during the entire probationary period.  Therapist reports shall be 

submitted at least monthly for the first, and fourth years of the probationary 

period; and, at least quarterly for the second and third years of the probationary 

period.  
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K. The therapist reports cited in Paragraph J above shall include documentation of 

dates of treatment, and an evaluation of Respondent’s progress, including alcohol 

and drug free status, and ability to practice nursing safely and competently.  

Therapist reports shall be submitted directly to the Department at the address cited 

in Paragraph P below.   

L. Observed random urine screens  

(1) At her expense, Respondent shall be responsible for submitting to 

observed, random chain of custody urine screens for alcohol and drugs for 

the entire probationary period, at a testing facility approved by the 

Department.  Random alcohol/drug screens shall be legally defensible in 

that specimen donor and chain of custody can be identified throughout the 

screening process.   

(2) Respondent shall be responsible for notifying the laboratory, her therapist, 

the Department and her prescribing practitioner of any drug(s) she is 

taking.  For any prescription of a controlled substance(s) for more than 

two consecutive weeks, Respondent shall cause the provider prescribing 

the controlled substance(s) to submit quarterly reports to the Department 

until such time as the controlled substance(s) are no longer prescribed.  

The reports shall include the following:  

 
a. A list of controlled substances prescribed by this provider;  
b. A list of controlled substance(s) prescribed by other providers;  
c. An evaluation of Respondent’s need for the controlled 

substance(s); and   
d. An assessment of Respondent’s continued need for the controlled 

substance(s).  
 

(3) There must be at least one such observed, random alcohol/drug screen on 

a weekly basis during the first, second and fourth years of the probationary 

period; and, at least twice a month during the third year of the 

probationary period.  

(4) Random alcohol/drug screens shall be negative for the presence of alcohol 

and drugs, excluding the drugs that Respondent’s providers prescribe.  All 

urine screens for alcohol will be tested for Ethyl Glucuronide (EtG) and 
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Ethyl Sulfate (EtS) metabolites.  All positive screen results shall be 

confirmed by the Gas Chromatograph Mass Spectrometer (GC/MS) 

testing method.  Chain of custody documentation must accompany all 

laboratory reports and/or the laboratory reports must indicate that chain of 

custody procedures have been followed.   

(5) Random alcohol/drug screens must include testing for the following 

substances: 

    
Amphetamines   Methadone 

   Barbiturates    Methaqualone 
   Benzodiazepines   Opiates (Metabolites) 
   Cannabinoids (THC Metabolites) Phencyclidine (PCP) 
   Cocaine    Propoxyphene 
   Meperidine (Demerol)  Ethanol (alcohol) 
   Fentanyl    Stadol  
   Tramadol 
 

(6) Laboratory reports of random alcohol and drug screens shall be submitted 

directly to the Department, at the address cited in Paragraph P below, by 

Respondent’s therapist, personal physician or the testing laboratory.  

M. Respondent shall not obtain for personal use and/or use alcohol or any drug that 

has not been prescribed for her for a legitimate purpose, by a licensed health care 

practitioner authorized to prescribe medications.  Respondent shall not abuse 

and/or excessively use any drugs that are prescribed for a legitimate medical 

purpose.  

N. Respondent is hereby advised that the ingestion of poppy seeds may produce a 

positive drug screen result indicating the presence of opiates/morphine.  The 

ingestion of mouthwash, over the counter cough suppressants and cold/flu 

remedies may produce a positive result indicating the presence of alcohol.  For 

that reason, any food substance containing poppy seeds, mouthwash and over the 

counter cough suppressants and cold/flu remedies should be avoided during the 

probationary period.  In the event that a drug/alcohol screen is positive for 

opiates/morphine and/or alcohol, the ingestion of poppy seeds, mouthwash and 
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over the counter cough suppressants and/or cold/flu remedies shall not constitute 

a defense to such positive screen. 

O. The Department must be informed in writing prior to any change of address.  

P. All communications, payments if required, correspondence, and reports are to be 

addressed to:  

Lavita Sookram, RN, Nurse Consultant 
Practitioner Monitoring and Compliance Unit  

Department of Public Health 
Division of Health Systems Regulation 

Board of Examiners for Nursing 
410 Capitol Avenue, MS #12HSR 

P. O. Box 340308 
Hartford, CT 06134-0308 

 
2. Any deviation from the terms of probation, without prior written approval by the Board, 

shall constitute a violation of probation, which will be cause for an immediate hearing on 

charges of violating this Order.  Any finding that Respondent has violated this Order will 

subject Respondent to sanctions under Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 19a-17(a) and (c), including 

but not limited to, the revocation of her license.  Any extension of time or grace period 

for reporting granted by the Board shall not be a waiver or preclude the Board’s right to 

take subsequent action.  The Board shall not be required to grant future extensions of 

time or grace periods.  Notice of revocation or other disciplinary action shall be sent to 

Respondent’s address of record which is deemed to be most current address reported by 

Respondent to the Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section of the Healthcare 

Quality and Safety Branch of the Department. 

 
3. This document has no bearing on any criminal liability without the written consent of the 

Director of Medicaid Fraud Control Unit or the Bureau Chief of the Division of Criminal 

Justice’s Statewide Prosecution Bureau.  
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This Order is effective on the date it is signed by the Board. 

The Board hereby informs Respondent, Amanda Hart, and the Department of this decision. 

Dated at Waterbury, Connecticut this  day of July, 2021.   

BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

By 
     Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 



STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

 
 
Nicholas Lewonczyk, L.P.N.                                                 Petition No. 2017-50 
License No. 033506 

 

AMENDED MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  

I 
Procedural Background 

On October 30, 2019, the Department of Public Health ("Department") filed a Statement 

of Charges (“the Charges”) with the Board of Examiners for Nursing (“Board”).  Board (“Bd.”) 

Exhibit (“Ex.”).  Bd. Ex. 1.  The Charges allege that Nicholas Lewonczyk’s (“Respondent”) 

violations of Chapter 378 of the General Statutes of Connecticut (“Conn. Gen. Stat.”), would 

subject Respondent’s licensed practical nurse (“L.P.N.”) license number 033506 to disciplinary 

action pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 19a-17 and 20-99(b)(4) and/or 20-99 (b)(5).  Bd. Ex. 1.  

On February 26, 2020, the Notice of Hearing was sent to Respondent via certified mail, 

return receipt requested, first class mail and electronic mail.  Bd. Ex. 2.  

On March 13, 2020, a Revised Notice of Hearing was sent to Respondent via first class 

mail and electronic mail at lewonczyks@aol.com.  The hearing was scheduled to convene on 

March 18, 2020.  Bd. Ex. 3. 

On March 16, 2020, a Notice of Postponement was sent to Respondent via email at 

lewonczyks@aol.com.  A new hearing date was not determined at that time.  Bd. Ex. 4. 

On June 15, 2020, a Notice of Hearing (“Notice”) was emailed to Respondent to inform 

him that the hearing, to be held by video conference, was rescheduled to July 15, 2020.               

Bd. Ex. 5.     

On July 15, 2020, the hearing was held.  Respondent was present at the hearing and was 

not represented by legal counsel.  Attorney Diane Wilan represented the Department.  Transcript 

(“Tr.”) p. 3.  The hearing was adjourned after Respondent’s brief testimony in executive session.  

Tr. 7/15/2020, p. 15.  At the hearing, Respondent requested a continuance to obtain his treatment 

records; Respondent’s request was granted.  Tr. 7/15/2020, pp. 15-17. 

The hearing was continued until September 16, 2020, to provide Respondent sufficient 

time to obtain updated treatment records.  Tr. 7/15/2020, pp. 25-30.  

mailto:lewonczyks@aol.com
mailto:lewonczyks@aol.com
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On September 16, 2020, the hearing reconvened.  Respondent was present at the hearing 

and was not represented by legal counsel.  Attorney Diane Wilan represented the Department.  

Tr. 9/16/2020, p. 3.   

Following the close of the record, the Board conducted fact finding.  

Each member of the Board involved in this decision attests that he or she was present at 

the hearing or has reviewed the record, and that this decision is based entirely on the record, the 

law, and the Board’s specialized professional knowledge in evaluating the evidence.  Pet v. 

Department of Health Services, 228 Conn. 651 (1994).  

II 
Allegations 

1. In paragraph 1 of the Charges, the Department alleges that Respondent of Stratford,
Connecticut is, and has been at all times, as referenced in the Charges, the holder of
Connecticut L.P.N. license number 033506.

2. In paragraph 2 of the Charges, the Department alleges that Respondent has been
diagnosed with bipolar and anxiety disorders, cannabis abuse and opioid dependence.

3. In paragraph 3 of the Charges, the Department alleges that Respondent’s emotional
disorders and/or cannabis abuse and/or opioid dependence does, and/or may affect his
practice as a licensed practice nurse.

4. In paragraph 4 of the Charges, the Department alleges that the above facts constitute
grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 20-99(b), including, but
not limited to 20-99(b)(4) and/or 20-99(b)(5).

III 
Findings of Fact 

1. Respondent of Stratford, Connecticut is, and has been at all times, as referenced in the
Charges, the holder of Connecticut L.P.N. license number 033506.

2. Respondent has a history of drug abuse including the use of heroin and cannabis.
Department (“Dept.”) Ex. 1, pp. 1-5, 101-102 (under seal).

3. In 2013, Respondent became addicted to oxycontin.  Tr. 7/15/2020, pp. 4-6 (under seal).

4. During this same timeframe, Respondent was diagnosed with situational anxiety and
opioid dependence.  Tr. 7/15/2020, pp. 5-6, 26-27 (under seal).

5. In the timeframe of December 2016 through January 2017, Respondent was diagnosed as
bipolar, current episode, hypomanic uncomplicated opioid dependence, and cannabis
abuse.  Dept. Ex. 1, pp. 1-2, 20-21, 49-50 (under seal); Tr. 7/15/2020, pp. 9-10 (under
seal).
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6. On May 22, 2017, Respondent entered into an Interim Consent Order (“ICO”), which
suspended his license due to his abuse of controlled substances.  Dept. Ex. 1, p. 3 (under
seal); Dept. Ex. 1, pp. 75-77; Tr. 7/15/2020, pp. 10-12.

7. On June 5, 2019, Respondent was again diagnosed with circumstantial anxiety and
substance abuse.  Dept. Ex. 1, p. 5 (under seal); Tr. 9/16/2020, pp. 21-22 (under seal).

8. In September 2019, Respondent’s urinalysis results were positive for Ativan
(Lorazepam), which was prescribed for him, and cannabis.  Tr. 7/15/2020, pp. 10-11.

9. On May 15, 2020 and July 31, 2020, Respondent’s urinalysis results were positive for
benzodiazepines, which were prescribed for anxiety. Tr. 9/16/2020, pp. 14-15 (under
seal).

10. Respondent has been diagnosed with bipolar and anxiety disorders, cannabis abuse and
opioid dependence.  Tr. 7/15/2020, pp. 6-10 (under seal).

11. Since Respondent’s emotional disorders and/or cannabis abuse and/or opioid dependence
does, and/or may affect his practice as a licensed practice nurse, Respondent has been in
individual and group counseling since 2012 (Resp. Ex. 1, pp. 3, Tr. 9/16/2020, p. 17,
under seal); submits to drug screenings (Resp. Ex. 1, pp. 4-13 (under seal) and has
attended AA/NA meetings before COVID-19 restrictions.  Tr. 7/15/2020, pp. 6-15, 18,
21-22 (under seal).

IV 
Discussion and Conclusions of Law 

The Department bears the burden of proof by a preponderance of the evidence in this 

matter.  Jones v. Connecticut Medical Examining Board, 309 Conn. 727, 739-740 (2013).  

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 20-99 provides, in pertinent part, that: 

(a) The Board … shall have jurisdiction to hear all charges of conduct which fails to
conform to the accepted standards of the nursing profession brought against persons
licensed to practice nursing.  After holding a hearing … said board, if it finds such person
to be guilty, may revoke or suspend his or her license or take any of the actions set forth
in section 19a-17…
(b) Conduct which fails to conform to the accepted standards of the nursing profession
includes, but is not limited to, the following: … (4) emotional disorder or mental illness;
(5) abuse or excessive use of drugs, including alcohol, narcotics or chemicals; …

With respect to the allegations contained in the Charges, Respondent admitted the 

allegation contained in paragraph 1 of the Charges, but denies the allegations contained in 

paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Charges.  Tr. 7/15/2020, pp. 5-6.  However, the Board finds that the 

Department sustained its burden of proof by a preponderance of the evidence with respect to all 
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of the allegations contained in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of the Charges.  Findings of Fact (“FF”) 

1-11.

With respect to the allegations contained in paragraph 2 of the Charges, the record 

establishes that Respondent was diagnosed with bipolar and anxiety disorders, cannabis abuse 

and opioid dependence.  Respondent has a history of using heroin and cannabis.  FF 2.   

In 2013, Respondent became addicted to oxycontin.  FF 3.  During this same timeframe, 

Respondent was diagnosed with situational anxiety and opioid dependence.  FF 4.   

In December 2016 through January 2017, Respondent was diagnosed as bipolar, current 

episode, hypomanic uncomplicated opioid dependence, and cannabis abuse.  FF 5.   

On May 22, 2017, Respondent entered into an Interim Consent Order (“ICO”) due to his 

abuse of controlled substances.  FF 6.  On June 4, 2019, Respondent was again diagnosed with 

circumstantial anxiety and substance abuse.  FF 7.  In September 2019, Respondent’s urinalysis 

results were positive for Ativan (Lorazepam), which was prescribed for him, and cannabis.  FF 8.  

Respondent testified that he takes over the counter CBD oil for concussion type symptoms.  The 

CBD oil contains 0.3 percent THC which is categorized as cannabis in his urine screens.  

Respondent denies consuming any cannabis.  Tr. 7/15/2020, p. 11. 

On May 15, 2020 and July 31, 2020, Respondent’s urinalysis results were positive for 

benzodiazepines, which were prescribed for anxiety.  FF 9.  Respondent has been diagnosed with 

bipolar and anxiety disorders, cannabis abuse and opioid dependence.  FF 10.   

Since Respondent’s emotional disorders and/or cannabis abuse and/or opioid dependence 

does, and/or may affect his practice as a licensed practice nurse, Respondent has been in 

individual and group counseling since 2012; submits to drug screenings and consistently 

attended AA/NA meetings before COVID-19 restrictions.  FF 11.   

The conduct admitted, in conjunction with the Department’s sustaining its burden of 

proof, renders Respondent’s license subject to sanctions, including among others, revocation, 

suspension or probation.  See, Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 19a-17(a) (1), (2) and (5).  Nonetheless, based 

on Respondent’s commitment to his sobriety, via continuous participation in individual and 

group therapy, regular attendance at AA/NA weekly meetings, and random negative urine 

screens (Tr. 9/16/2020,pp. 25-29), the Board finds that Respondent can practice nursing with 

reasonable skill and safety under the terms of this Order.       
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Order 

Based on the record in this case, the above findings of fact and conclusions of law, and 

pursuant to the authority vested in it by Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 19a-17(a)(1), (2) and (5) and 20-

99(b)(4) and (5), the Board finds that the conduct alleged and proven warrants the disciplinary 

action imposed by this Order.  Therefore, the Board hereby orders, with respect to Respondent’s 

license number 033506 as follows:   

1. Respondent’s license shall be placed on probation for a period of four years under the

following terms and conditions.  If any of the conditions of probation are not met,

Respondent’s L.P.N. license may be subject to disciplinary action pursuant to Conn.

Gen. Stat. § 19a-17.

2. Respondent’s L.P.N. license number 033506 is hereby reinstated and immediately

restricted in that he is prohibited from practicing as a L.P.N. and may use his L.P.N.

license for the sole purpose of participating in a refresher program as set forth in

paragraph 3 of this Order.

3. Respondent shall successfully complete a Board-approved L.P.N. refresher course with a

clinical component and successfully take the licensing examination for L.P.N(s) (offered

by the National Council of State Boards of Nursing Licensing Examination, “NCLEX”).

A. Certification of successful completion of the L.P.N. refresher program shall be

submitted to the Department, directly from the educational institution where said

program was taken, within thirty (30) days of the program's completion.

Respondent shall incur all expenses associated with applying for and taking the

L.P.N. licensing examination (NCLEX).

B. Respondent shall attain a passing score on the licensing examination for L.P.Ns.

C. Until such time that Respondent successfully completes the L.P.N. refresher

program and attains a passing score on the L.P.N. licensing examination

(NCLEX), Respondent is prohibited from practicing as a L.P.N. and Respondent’s

L.P.N. license will be restricted and used for the sole purpose of participating in

the L.P.N. refresher program. 

4. Within 30 days of completion of the refresher course, Respondent shall provide proof to

the satisfaction of the Department of his successful completion of the refresher program.

A. During the period of probation, the Department shall pre-approve Respondent’s

employment and/or change of employment within the nursing profession.
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B. Respondent shall not be employed as a nurse for a personnel provider service,

assisted living services agency, homemaker-home health aide agency, or home

health care agency, and shall not be self-employed as a nurse during the

probationary period.

C. Respondent shall provide a copy of this Decision to any and all employers if

employed as a nurse during the probationary period.  The Department shall be

notified in writing by any employer(s), within 30 days of the commencement of

employment, as to receipt of a copy of this Decision.

D. Respondent shall not administer, count or have access to controlled substances, or

have responsibility for such activities in the course of nursing duties during the

first six months of working as a nurse during the probationary period.

E. If employed as a nurse, Respondent shall cause employer reports to be submitted

to the Department by his immediate supervisor during the entire probationary

period.  Employer reports shall be submitted commencing with the report due on

the first business day of the month following employment as a nurse.  Employer

reports shall be submitted at least monthly for the first and fourth years of the

probationary period; and, at least quarterly for the second and third years of the

probationary period.

F. The employer reports cited in Paragraph E above shall include documentation of

Respondent’s ability to practice nursing safely and competently.  Employer

reports shall be submitted directly to the Department at the address cited in

Paragraph Q below.

G. Should Respondent’s employment as a nurse be involuntarily terminated or

suspended, Respondent and his employer shall notify the Department within 72

hours of such termination or suspension.

H. If Respondent pursues further training in any subject area that is regulated by the

Department, Respondent shall provide a copy of this Decision to the educational

institution or, if not an institution, to Respondent’s instructor.  Such institution or

instructor shall notify the Department in writing as to receipt of a copy of this

Decision within 15 days of receipt.  Said notification shall be submitted directly to

the Department at the address cited in Paragraph Q below.



Page 7 of 10 

I. At his expense, Respondent shall engage in therapy and counseling for chemical

dependency with a licensed or certified therapist, approved by the Department,

during the entire probationary period.  Additionally, Respondent shall obtain a

sponsor and participate in AA/NA meetings at least 10 times a month for the

entire probationary period and shall submit to the Department written

documentation of his participation and/or attendance.

J. Respondent shall provide a copy of this Decision to his therapist.  The

Department shall be notified in writing by his therapist, within 30 days of the

effective date of this Decision, as to receipt of a copy of this Decision.

K. Respondent shall cause evaluation reports to be submitted to the Department by

his therapist during the entire probationary period.  Therapist reports shall be

submitted at least monthly for the first and fourth years of the probationary

period; and, at least quarterly for the second and third years of the probationary

period.

L. The therapist reports cited in Paragraph K above shall include documentation of

dates of treatment, and an evaluation of Respondent’s progress, including alcohol

and drug free status, and ability to practice nursing safely and competently.

Therapist reports shall be submitted directly to the Department at the address cited

in Paragraph Q below.

M. Observed random urine screens

(1) At his expense, Respondent shall be responsible for submitting to

observed, random chain of custody urine screens for alcohol and drugs for

the entire probationary period, at a testing facility approved by the

Department.  Random alcohol/drug screens shall be legally defensible in

that specimen donor and chain of custody can be identified throughout the

screening process.

(2) Respondent shall be responsible for notifying the laboratory and his

therapist, the Department and his prescribing practitioner of any drug(s)

he is taking.  For any prescription of a controlled substance(s) for more

than two consecutive weeks, Respondent shall cause the provider

prescribing the controlled substance(s) to submit quarterly reports to the

Department until such time as the controlled substance(s) are no longer

prescribed.  The reports shall include the following:
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a. A list of controlled substances prescribed by this provider;
b. A list of controlled substance(s) prescribed by other providers;
c. An evaluation of Respondent’s need for the controlled substance;
d. An assessment of Respondent’s continued need for the controlled

substance(s).

(3) There must be at least one such observed, random alcohol/drug screen on

a weekly basis during the first and fourth years of the probationary period;

and, at least monthly during the second and third years of the probationary

period.

(4) Random alcohol/drug screens shall be negative for the presence of alcohol

and drugs; excluding the drugs that Respondent’s providers prescribe.  All

urine screens for alcohol will be tested for Ethyl Glucuronide (EtG) and

Ethyl Sulfate (EtS) metabolites.  All positive screen results shall be

confirmed by the Gas Chromatograph Mass Spectrometer (GC/MS)

testing method.  Chain of custody documentation must accompany all

laboratory reports and/or the laboratory reports must indicate that chain of

custody procedures has been followed.

(5) Random alcohol/drug screens must include testing for the following

substances:

Amphetamines Methadone 
Barbiturates  Methaqualone 
Benzodiazepines Opiates (Metabolites) 
Cannabinoids (THC Metabolites) Phencyclidine (PCP) 
Cocaine Propoxyphene 
Meperidine (Demerol) Ethanol (alcohol) 
Fentanyl Stadol  
Tramadol 

(6) Laboratory reports of random alcohol and drug screens shall be submitted

directly to the Department, at the address cited in Paragraph Q below, by

Respondent’s therapist, personal physician or the testing laboratory.

N. Respondent shall not obtain for personal use and/or use alcohol or any drug that

has not been prescribed for him for a legitimate purpose, by a licensed health care

practitioner authorized to prescribe medications.  Respondent shall not abuse

and/or excessively use any drugs that are prescribed for a legitimate medical

purpose.
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O. Respondent is hereby advised that the ingestion of poppy seeds may produce a

positive drug screen result indicating the presence of opiates/morphine.  The

ingestion of mouthwash, over the counter cough suppressants and cold/flu

remedies may produce a positive result indicating the presence of alcohol.  For

that reason, any food substance containing poppy seeds, mouthwash and over the

counter cough suppressants and cold/flu remedies should be avoided during the

probationary period.  In the event that a drug/alcohol screen is positive for

opiates/morphine and/or alcohol, the ingestion of poppy seeds, mouthwash and

over the counter cough suppressants and/or cold/flu remedies shall not constitute

a defense to such positive screen.

P. The Department must be informed in writing prior to any change of address.

Q. All communications, payments if required, correspondence, and reports are to be

addressed to:

Lavita Sookram, RN, Nurse Consultant 
Practitioner Monitoring and Compliance Unit 

Department of Public Health 
Division of Health Systems Regulation 

Board of Examiners for Nursing 
410 Capitol Avenue, MS #12HSR 

P. O. Box 340308 
Hartford, CT 06134-0308 

5. Any deviation from the terms of probation, without prior written approval by the Board,

shall constitute a violation of probation, which will be cause for an immediate hearing on

charges of violating this Order.  Any finding that Respondent has violated this Order will

subject Respondent to sanctions under Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 19a-17(a) and (c), including

but not limited to, the revocation of his license.  Any extension of time or grace period

for reporting granted by the Board shall not be a waiver or preclude the Board’s right to

take subsequent action.  The Board shall not be required to grant future extensions of

time or grace periods.  Notice of revocation or other disciplinary action shall be sent to

Respondent’s address of record (most current address reported to the Practitioner

Licensing and Investigations Section of the Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch of the

Department).
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6. This document has no bearing on any criminal liability without the written consent of the

Director of Medicaid Fraud Control Unit or the Bureau Chief of the Division of Criminal

Justice’s Statewide Prosecution Bureau.

This Order is effective on the date it is signed by the Board. 

The Board hereby informs Respondent, Nicholas Lewonczyk, and the Department of this 

decision.   

Dated at Waterbury, Connecticut this  day of July, 2021.   

BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

By 
     Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 



STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

Elaine Reynolds, R.N.            Petition No. 2018-1301 
License No. E56789 

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION 

I 

Procedural Background 

On June 21, 2019, the Department of Public Health ("Department") filed a Statement of 

Charges (“Charges”) with the Board of Examiners for Nursing (“Board”).  The Charges allege 

that Elaine Reynolds’s (“Respondent”) violated Chapter 384c of the General Statutes of 

Connecticut (“Conn. Gen. Stat.”) subjecting Respondent’s registered nurse (“R.N.”) license to 

disciplinary action pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 19a-17 and 20-99(b).  Board (“Bd.”) Exhibit 

(“Ex.”) 1. 

On July 29, 2019, the Charges, and a Notice of Hearing were mailed by certified mail to 

19 Stonycress Lane, Glastonbury, CT 06033, Respondent’s address of record on file with the 

Department.  Bd. Ex. 2.  The Notice of Hearing was also sent to Respondent via her email 

address at Kahyonha@yahoo.com.  The Notice of Hearing was scheduled for October 16, 2019.  

Id. 

On August 3, 2019, the United States Postal Service (“USPS”) delivered the Notice of 

Hearing via certified mail to Respondent’s address of record.  Bd. Ex. 3.   

On September 23, 2019, the Department mailed a Notice of Rescheduled Hearing 

(“Notice”) to inform Respondent that the hearing was rescheduled to commence on December 

18, 2019.  This Notice was also sent to Respondent via her email address at 

Kahyonha@yahoo.com.  Bd. Ex. 4.  The Notice was delivered to Respondent on September 24, 

2019.  Id.   

On December 18, 2019, the hearing proceeded as scheduled.  Respondent was present at 

the hearing but was self-represented.  Attorney Joelle Newton represented the Department.  

Respondent’s Answer to the Charges (“Answer”) was entered into the record.  Bd. Ex. 5.  Both 

parties were given the opportunity to present evidence and argument on all issues.   

mailto:Kahyonha@yahoo.com
mailto:Kahyonha@yahoo.com
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After the close of the record on December 18, 2019, the Board conducted fact finding.  

Each member of the Board involved in this decision attested that he or she was present at the 

hearing or has reviewed the record, and that this decision is based entirely on the record, the law, 

and the Board’s specialized professional knowledge in evaluating the evidence.  Pet v. 

Department of Health Services, 228 Conn. 651 (1994).  

On December 16, 2020, the Board opened the record and conducted additional fact 

finding based on a determination that it did not have jurisdiction regarding the practice of 

acupuncture.  On December 16, 2020, the Board concluded that the Charges against Respondent 

alleging that she practiced beyond the scope of her nursing practice must be dismissed.  See, 

Board minutes, 12/20/2020. 

II 

Allegations 

1. In paragraph 1 of the Charges, the Department alleges that Respondent of Glastonbury,
Connecticut is, and has been at all times, as referenced in the Charges, the holder of
Connecticut registered nurse license number E56789.

2. In paragraph 2 of the Charges, the Department alleges that on various occasions during
the course of 2018, Respondent practiced beyond her registered nursing scope of practice
when she engaged in the practice of acupuncture without being supervised by a physician
or in a designated practice setting established pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 20-206bb(h).

3. In paragraph 3 of the Charges, the Department alleges that the above described facts
constitute grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 20-99(b),
including but not limited to § 20-99(b) (2).

III 

Findings of Fact 

1. Respondent of Glastonbury, Connecticut is, and has been at all times, as referenced in the
Charges, the holder of Connecticut registered nurse license number E56789.  Respondent
has been a registered nurse since 1994.  Department (“Dept.”) Ex. 1, pp. 1, 3.

2. In June 2012, Respondent completed training as an Acupuncture Detox Specialist,
qualifying her for certification by the National Acupuncture Detoxification Association
(“NADA”).  Respondent is a NADA certified practitioner of auricular acupuncture
detoxification for treatment of pain, post-traumatic stress disorder and substance abuse
withdrawal.  Dept. Ex. 1, pp. 2-3, 10-14; Transcript (“Tr.”) pp. 13-16, 19-20.
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3. The scope of practice of a registered nurse does not include acupuncture.  Dept. Ex. 1, p.
4.

4. On various occasions in 2018, Respondent was certified by NADA and provided
auricular acupuncture services at the Healing in Harmony Center in Glastonbury, CT.
Respondent was listed on the Healing in Harmony Center’s website as an “acudetox
specialist” for auricular acupuncture treatment. 1 Dept. Ex. 1, pp. 2-4; Tr. pp. 16-19

5. On various occasions in 2018, Respondent, while certified by NADA, consulted with a
chiropractor and a naturopath for supervision and medical advice for her clients.  Dept.
Ex. 1, p. 2; Tr. pp. 17-18.

6. On various occasions in 2018, Respondent, while certified by NADA and providing
auricular acupuncture services, was not carrying out nursing functions.  See, Tr. p. 19.

7. The Board lacks jurisdiction regarding the practice of acupuncture.  Conn. Gen. Stat.
§ 20-206bb(h) does not confer jurisdictional authority to the Board and therefore it is
outside the Board’s jurisdiction to review Respondent’s practice of acupuncture.  See,
Board minutes, 12/20/2020.

IV 

Discussion and Conclusions of Law 

The Department bears the burden of proof by a preponderance of the evidence in this 

matter.  Jones v. Connecticut Medical Examining Board, 309 Conn. 727, 739-740 (2013).  

Respondent admitted the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 and 2, but denied the allegations 

contained in paragraph 3.  Although the Board finds that the Department sustained its burden of 

proof as to the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 and 2 of the Charges, the above described 

facts do not constitute grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 20-99(b), 

including, but not limited to, § 20-99(b) (2).  Accordingly, the Department failed to sustain its 

burden of proof as to the allegation contained in paragraph 3 of the Charges.  Findings of Fact 

(“FF”) 1-6. 

1 Acudetox is a specialized form of acupuncture and is performed by placing five thin, sterile, single use needles in 
the ears.  The needles are generally left in place for 35-45 minutes.  Acudetox auricular acupuncture is based on the 
theory that there are points for the entire body mapped out on the ear’s surface.  The NADA has developed a 
protocol to treat addiction using five points on each ear.  Acudetox specialists (auricular detoxification specialists) 
administer these treatments.  Dept. Ex. 1, pp. 21-22. 
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Conn. Gen. Stat. § 20-99 provides, in pertinent part, that: 

(a) The Board .  .  .  shall have jurisdiction to hear all charges of conduct which fails to
conform to the accepted standards of the nursing profession brought against persons
licensed to practice nursing.  After holding a hearing  .  .  .  said board, if it finds such
person to be guilty, may revoke or suspend his or her license or take any of the actions set
forth in section 19a-17  .  .  .  . 
(b) Conduct which fails to conform to the accepted standards of the nursing profession
includes, but is not limited to, the following: (2) illegal conduct, incompetence or
negligence in carrying out usual nursing functions; . . . . 

Specifically, pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 20-99(b)(2), the Board is authorized to 

discipline the license of a nurse who fails to conform to the accepted standards of practice of the 

nursing profession, including, but not limited to, illegal conduct, incompetence or negligence in 

carrying out usual nursing functions.”    

In presenting its case, the Department submitted its investigative report, dated February 

5, 2019, which summarized the Petitioner’s complaint, the investigator’s interview with 

Respondent, Respondent’s written response to the Department’s investigator’s inquiries and 

documents that established Respondent’s training, and certification education in the practice of 

auricular acupuncture.  The investigative report was entered into the record and found to have 

sufficient indicia of reliability to be given substantial weight.  See, Dolgner v. Commissioner of 

Human Resources, 237 Conn. 272, 676 A.2d 865 (1996). 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 20-206bb (h) provides, in pertinent part, that: 

Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, any person who 
maintains certification with the NADA may practice the five-point auricular acupuncture 
protocol specified as part of such certification program as an adjunct therapy for the 
treatment of alcohol and drug abuse. . . , provided the treatment is performed under the 
supervision of a physician licensed under chapter 370 and is performed in (1) a private 
freestanding facility licensed by the Department of Public Health that provides care or 
treatment for substance abusive or dependent persons, . . . or (3) any other setting where 
such protocol is an appropriate adjunct therapy to a substance abuse or behavioral health 
treatment program.    

The record establishes that Respondent has been a registered nurse since 1994.  In 

addition to her nursing practice, Respondent completed training in June 2012 as an Acupuncture 

Detox Specialist, qualifying her for certification by the National Acupuncture Detoxification 

Association (“NADA”).  Respondent is a NADA certified practitioner of the five-point auricular 

acupuncture detoxification for the treatment of pain, post-traumatic stress disorder and substance 
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abuse withdrawal.  FF 2.  Respondent is a Viet Nam era Army veteran who is a firm believer in 

the benefits of auricular acupuncture for the treatment of alcoholism, opiate addiction and/or 

withdrawal, and anxiety attacks.  Tr. pp. 8-10.  Respondent provides NADA auricular 

acupuncture to other veterans at no cost.  Dept. Ex. 1, p. 2; Tr. pp. 17-18.    

The scope of practice of a registered nurse does not include acupuncture.  FF 3.  

However, pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 20-206bb (h), Respondent is permitted to provide 

auricular acupuncture services outside of her nursing practice and under certain conditions.  

Respondent provided auricular acupuncture services at the Healing in Harmony Center in 

Glastonbury, CT and was listed on the Healing in Harmony Center’s website as an “acudetox 

specialist” for auricular acupuncture treatment.  FF 4.  On various occasions in 2018, 

Respondent, while certified by NADA, consulted with a chiropractor and a naturopath for 

supervision and medical advice for her clients.  FF 5.  On various occasions in 2018, Respondent 

while certified by NADA and providing auricular acupuncture services, was not carrying out 

nursing functions.  FF 6.   

Respondent is certified to practice acupuncture under certain conditions.  However,  

because Conn. Gen. Stat. § 20-206bb(h) does not confer any jurisdictional authority to the Board, 

the Board lacks jurisdiction to determine whether Respondent violated any statute regarding the 

practice of acupuncture when she provided acupuncture treatments.  FF 7.  The Board finds that 

Respondent’s acupuncture practice, as authorized pursuant to  Conn. Gen. Stat. § 20-206bb(h), is 

not within the Board’s subject matter jurisdiction.  Accordingly, the Board cannot find that 

Respondent’s conduct violated any of the standards cited in Conn. Gen. Stat. § 20-99(b) (2).  

Therefore, the Charges must be dismissed.   
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Order 

Based on the record in this case, the above findings of fact and conclusions of  

law, the Board dismisses the Charges with respect to Elaine Reynolds’s license to practice as a 

registered nurse (license number E56789) in the State of Connecticut.  

The Board hereby informs Respondent, Elaine Reynolds, and the Department of this 

decision.   

Dated at Waterbury, Connecticut this ________ day of July 2021. 

BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

By  
     Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair 
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 STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH 
 

       : PETITION NO. 2019-362 
   
 IN RE: Linda Lee    : 
 
       : JULY 14, 2021 

   
PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION 

 
 The Respondent, Linda Lee, LPN, hereby respectfully requests that pursuant to 

Connecticut General Statute Section 4-181a, that the Board of Examiners Reconsider its June 16, 

2021, Order revoking her license.  In support of the same the Respondent states the following:  

1. The Respondent, Ms. Linda Lee has been the holder of Connecticut licensed 

practical nursing (LPN) number 034478 since 2009.  Upon information and belief, Ms. Lee has 

had no prior disciplinary history. 

2. On or about December 12, 2019, the Department of Public Health (“Department”) 

filed a Statement of Charges (“Charges”) with the Board of Examiners for Nursing (“Board”) 

against Ms. Lee.  The Charges essentially alleged that Ms. Lee should be subject to discipline for 

having failed to appropriately and timely document the administration of a patient’s medication 

between August 17th and August 21st of 2018, and only later signing and backdating the 

medication administration record.   

3. It should be noted that it is not alleged that Ms. Lee failed to administer 

medications to the patient, administering the wrong medication or dosage to the patient, or in any 
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 way improperly providing or failing to provide medications to the patient.  The nature of the 

allegations is with regard to appropriate and timely documentation.  

4. In early March or 2020, Ms. Lee received notice via certified mail to her home in 

Canton informing her that a hearing had been scheduled for April 15, 2020.  Ms. Lee 

subsequently was notified that the hearing on this matter was postponed as a result of the 

emergency orders of the Governor in light of the State’s measures to address the corona virus.  

Ms. Lee must have been in verbal contact with an agent of the Department in the past, in order to 

have requested a hearing in the first place. 

5. The Department avers to the Board that thereafter notices of a rescheduled 

hearing for Ms. Lee’s matter was communicated to Ms. Lee by email.  Specifically, the 

Department avers that Ms. Lee was emailed notice of rescheduled hearing for December 16, 

2020.  There is no evidence in the record that Ms. Lee was ever notified of the hearing via 

certified (or regular) mail.  Moreover, there is no indication that the Department tried to call her 

or otherwise confirm that she received notice of the hearing and/or intended to appear to contest 

the Charges. 

6. A hearing was held before the Board on December 16, 2020, without Ms. Lee 

appearing personally or though counsel.  The Board found that Ms. Lee’s failure to appear and 

respond should be deemed as an admission of the Charges and thereafter voted to revoke her 

LPN license.  A Memorandum of Decision (“MOD”) was prepared and signed on June 16, 2021.   
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 7. Pursuant to C.G.S. § 4-181a(a)(2), “Within forty days of the personal delivery or 

mailing of the final decision, the agency, regardless of whether a petition for reconsideration has 

been filed, may decide to reconsider the final decision.”  Moreover, under subsection (3), “If the 

agency decides to reconsider a final decision… the agency shall proceed in a reasonable time to 

conduct such additional proceedings as may be necessary to render a decision modifying, 

affirming or reversing the final decision, provided such decision made after reconsideration shall 

be rendered not later than ninety days following the date on which the agency decides to 

reconsider the final decision.” 

8. The purpose of administrative notice requirements is to allow parties to prepare 

intelligently for the hearing.  Goldstar Medical Services, Inc. v. Dept. of Social Services, 288 

Conn. 790, 823–24 (2008); see also, Fleischman v. Board of Examiners in Podiatry, 22 Conn. 

App. 181, 191 (1990) (stating that “[t]he test of whether one is given adequate notice is whether 

it apprises him of the claims to be defended against, and on the basis of the notice given, whether 

[the] plaintiff could anticipate the possible effects of the proceeding” [internal quotation marks 

omitted]). 

9. The MOD indicates, in Footnote 1 on page 1, that “The Governor’s Executive 

Order No. 7M, dated May 27, 2020, modified Section 19a-9-18 of the Regulations of 

Connecticut State Agencies to permit delivery of notices of hearing to be sent by email only and 

to deem such notice to be effective and sufficient if sent to the party’s last known email address 

of record on file with the Department.”  However, Executive Order 7M was issued on March 25, 
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 2020, and has nothing to do with notice requirements for administrative hearings.  Moreover, the 

only Gubernatorial order issued on May 27, 2020 was Order 7SS, which likewise had nothing to 

do with notice requirements for administrative hearings.  Thus, is it unclear what authority is 

being referred to in the MOD. 

10.  Notwithstanding the Governor’s Executive Orders, Ms. Lee has retained a State 

and Federal constitutional due process right to adequate notice of administrative hearings and 

actions impacting her licensure.  The record before the Board has no indication whatsoever that 

Ms. Lee willfully or intentionally failed to appear at the December 2020 hearing.  The record 

also is void of any information to support that Ms. Lee had notice that the hearing was to be 

undertaken in December of 2020.  Ms. Lee was not aware of any Gubernatorial Order that 

permitted notices to be sent to her via email and correspondingly did not retrieve any notices 

from the Department from her email in a timely fashion.  

11. Undoubtedly the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic has (and continues) to impact 

the procedures and processes of the State agencies.  Notwithstanding, fundamental fairness 

requires that license holders be provided a full and fair opportunity to contest allegations made 

by the Department before adverse action be taken against their license.  Thus, the failure of Ms. 

Lee to receive emailed notices should not prevent her from being able to fairly challenge the 

Charges in this case. This is especially true where the nature of the Charges are unlikely to have 

resulted in the revocation of her license had she appeared at the hearing. 
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 12.  Counsel for the Department (Joelle Newton, Esq.) was consulted regarding this 

Motion.  The Department objects to the same. 

 

WHEREFORE, the Respondent respectfully requests that the Board GRANT this Petition for 
Reconsideration and set this matter down for Hearing on the August Agenda of the Board.  
 

      RESPONDENT, LINDA LEE 
 
 
      By______________________________ 
       Cody N. Guarnieri, Esq. 
       Brown Paindiris & Scott, LLP 
       100 Pearl Street, Suite 200 
       Hartford, CT  06103 
       (Tel.) 860-522-3343  
       (Fax) 860-522-2490  
       cody@bpslawyers.com 
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 CERTIFICATION 
 
 A copy of this Motion was emailed to Attorney Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney for the 

Connecticut Department of Public Health, to Joelle.Newton@ct.gov and Jeffrey A. Kardys, 

Administrative Hearings Specialist, Connecticut Department of Public Health, to 

Jeffrey.Kardys@ct.gov, on this 14th day of July, 2021. 

 

        __________________________ 
        Cody N. Guarnieri 
 
 
 



 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

           DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

        HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH 

 

In Re: Linda Lee, L.P.N.    Petition No. 2019-362 

            

                                                          July 16, 2021 

 

OBJECTION TO PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION 

 

 

The Department of Public Health ("the Department") objects to respondent’s Petition for 

Reconsideration.   

 

As ground for this objection, the Department states as follows: 

 

 

1. On March 4, 2020, a Statement of Charges and Notice of Hearing scheduling a 

hearing before the Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing (“ the Board”) 

on April 15, 2020 were sent by first class and certified mail to respondent at 52 

Dyer Avenue, Canton, CT 06019 and by electronic mail (“email”) to 

lindalee09@hotmail.com, respectively, respondent’s mailing and email addresses 

of record on file with the Department (Attachment A).      

 

2. On April 7, 2020, a Notice of Hearing Postponement (“the Notice of 

Postponement”) was “e-mailed to lindalee09@hotmail.com (Attachment B).      

 

3. On September 29, 2020, a Notice of Hearing (“the Rescheduled Notice”) with a 

rescheduled December 16, 2020 hearing date was emailed to 

lindalee09@hotmail.com (Attachment C).      

 

4. On October 19, 2020 a list of proposed exhibits was e-mailed to 

lindalee09@hotmail.com (Attachment D).   

 

5. On December 11, 2020 a video link was emailed to lindalee09@hotmail.com 

(Attachment E).      

 

6. None of the electronic mail was returned as undeliverable. 

 

7. On December 16, 2020, the hearing was conducted.  Respondent failed to 

appear. 
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8. On June 16, 2021, the Board ordered a Memorandum of Decision in Petition No. 

2019-362 (“the Order”) revoking respondent’s nursing license (Attachment F).      

 

9.  On June 18, 2021 the Order was e-mailed to lindalee09@hotmail.com   

(Attachment G).     

 

10. Connecticut General Statutes §4-181a(a)(1) provides that “a party in a contested 

case may, within fifteen days…after the personal delivery or mailing of the final 

decision, file with the agency a petition for reconsideration of the decision.” 

 

11. On July 14, 2021, respondent filed a Petition for Reconsideration (“Petition”), 

well beyond the fifteen-days from June 18, 2021 required by Connecticut 

General Statutes §4-181a(a)(1). 

 

12.  Respondent cites Connecticut General Statutes §4-181a(a)(2) in support of its   

 Petition which provides the agency with forty days from delivery “of the final   

 decision…to reconsider the final decision.”  

 

13.  Connecticut General Statutes §4-181a permits parties with fifteen day of   

   from receipt of a final decision to petition for reconsideration in contrast 

   to agencies which are permitted with forty days to petition for reconsideration. 

 

14.  Notwithstanding the fact that respondent is barred from petitioning for   

   reconsideration due to lateness, respondent received proper notice of the  

   rescheduled hearing pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §4-177 which  

   requires that notice is “reasonable” and “in writing.”  

 

15.   Respondent is not denying that she received the Notice of the Rescheduled Hearing      

  nor is she claiming she had issues with her email.  In her Petition she acknowledges  

  receiving the Notice of Postponement and the Order delivered exclusively by email.  

  She has also been receiving yearly renewal notices exclusively by email since 2017  

  without issue (Attachment H).  Rather, she states that she did not   

  “retrieve any notices from the Department from her email in a timely fashion” even  

   though the Notice was sent approximately six weeks before the hearing.   

 

16.   The Rescheduled Notice sent by electronic mail (“e-mail”) (Attachment C) to  

  respondent’s email address of record satisfies the requirement of Connecticut  

  General Statutes §4-177 in that it was both reasonable and in writing.  Although    

respondent argues it was not sent by certified mail or followed up with a phone 

call, no such statutory requirement exists.  The only requirement exists is that 

 respondent receive reasonable notice in writing which occurred. Moreover,  
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               respondent received electronic mail (“e-mail”) after the Notice was sent   

               providing her with an exhibit list and video link to the hearing (Attachments D  

               and E).   

 

17.  Despite receiving proper notice, respondent failed to appear at the hearing and    

 failed to petition for reconsideration in a timely manner.  Her remedy at this   

 time is to apply for reinstatement of her license. 

 

                       

 

Wherefore, the Department respectfully requests that the Board sustain its Objection to the 

Petition for Reconsideration in that it is fails on both merit and timeliness.   

 

 

      

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

     THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

 

Joelle C. Newton   

Joelle C. Newton                                              

  Staff Attorney, Office of Legal Compliance 

 

 

ORDER 

 

The foregoing objection having been duly considered by the Board of Examiners for 

Nursing is hereby GRANTED/DENIED. 

 

Dated July 21, 2021.  

 

    ________________________________________________ 

    Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATION 
On 7/16/2021 a copy of this Objection with all attachments was emailed to Attorney 
Cody N. Guarnieri cody@bpslawyers.com and to Department of Public Health, Public 
Health Hearing Office. 

 

Joelle C. Newton   

Joelle C. Newton                                              

  Staff Attorney, Office of Legal Compliance 

mailto:cody@bpslawyers.com








































SUMMARY SUSPENSION COVER SHEET 

In re:  Meghan Frederick, L.P.N. Petition No. 2021-206 

1. Meghan Frederick of Dayville, Connecticut (hereinafter "respondent") was issued license
number 037253 to practice as a licensed practical nurse on August 6, 2012. She graduated
from Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical High School in 2012.

2. Respondent has not been previously disciplined.

3. From approximately 2021 through the present, respondent has or had emotional disorders
and/or mental illnesses (“diagnoses”).

4. On multiple occasions from January 27, 2021 through March 7, 2021, respondent abused or
utilized to excess alcohol, Flexeril, marijuana and/or oxycodone.

5. Respondent's diagnoses and/or abuse or utilization to excess of alcohol, Flexeril, marijuana
and/or oxycodone does and/or may affect her practice as a licensed practical nurse.

6. For the foregoing reasons, the Department believes that respondent's continued practice as
a licensed practical nurse represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and
safety. The Department respectfully requests that this Board summarily suspend
respondent's license until a full hearing on the merits can be held.



STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH 

In re:  Meghan Frederick, L.P.N. Petition No. 2021-206 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 

The Department of Public Health (hereinafter "the Department") hereby moves in accordance 

with Connecticut General Statutes §§4-182(c) and 19a-17(c) that the Connecticut Board of 

Examiners for Nursing summarily suspend Meghan Frederick’s Connecticut licensed practical 

nursing license. This motion is based on the attached Statement of Charges, Records and on the 

Department's information and belief that the continued practice of licensed practical nursing 

represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety. 

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut on June ____, 2021. 

Christian D. Andresen, MPH, CPH, Section Chief 
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section 
Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch 

24



STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH 

In re:  Meghan Frederick, L.P.N. Petition No. 2021-206 

STATEMENT OF CHARGES 

Pursuant to the Connecticut General Statutes §§19a-10 and 19a-14, the Department of Public 
Health ("the Department") brings the following charges against Meghan Frederick: 

1. Meghan Frederick of Dayville, Connecticut ("respondent") is, and has been at all times
referenced in this Statement of Charges, the holder of Connecticut licensed practical nursing
license number 037253.

2. From approximately 2021 through the present, respondent has or had emotional disorders
and/or mental illnesses (“diagnoses”).

3. On multiple occasions from January 27, 2021 through March 7, 2021, respondent abused or
utilized to excess alcohol, Flexeril, marijuana and/or oxycodone.

4. Respondent's diagnoses and/or abuse or utilization to excess of alcohol, Flexeril, marijuana
and/or oxycodone does and/or may affect her practice as a licensed practical nurse.

5. The above describe facts constitute grounds for disciplinary action pursuant to Connecticut
General Statutes §20-99(b), including but not limited to §20-99(b)(4) and/or 20-99(b)(5).

THEREFORE, the Department prays that: 

The Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing, as authorized by the Connecticut 
General Statutes §§20-99(b) and 19a-17, revoke or order other disciplinary action against 
the license of Meghan Frederick as it deems appropriate and consistent with law. 

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut on June ___, 2021. 

________________________________________________ 
Christian D. Andresen, MPH, CPH, Section Chief 
Practitioner Licensing and Investigations Section 
Healthcare Quality and Safety Branch 
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SUMMARY SUSPENSION COVER SHEET 

In re: Nichelle Robinson, R.N. Petition No. 2021-516 

1. Nichelle Robinson of Meriden, Connecticut (hereinafter "respondent") was issued
registered nursing license number 069635.

2. On February 17, 2021, the Connecticut State Board of Examiners for Nursing ("BOEN")
issued a Memorandum of Decision in Petition No. 2018-1078 ("MOD"), which placed
respondent's registered nursing license on probation for six (6) months beginning on the
date of signing of the MOD. Such disciplinary action was a result of respondent
improperly signing the name of her Director of Nursing on a Controlled Substance Drug
Order form and for ordering Tramadol and Lyric a. Also, respondent did not accurately
document the medical records for two patients regarding the administration and waste o f
oxycodone/APAP and oxycodone.

3. The MOD required that the Connecticut Department of Public Health ("the Department")
preapprove respondent's employment and/or change of employment as a nurse.
Respondent did not inform the Department that she was employed as a Nursing
Supervisor from February 17, 2021 through March 25, 2021.

4. Also, the MOD required that respondent shall provide a copy of the MOD to any and all
employers while working as a registered nurse and for the employer to notify the
Department in writing within thirty (30) days of receipt of a copy of the MOD. The
employer did not receive a copy of the MOD. Further, respondent's employer learned of
the MOD on March 19, 2021 through an independent source.

5. Further, the MOD also required that respondent shall not administer, count or have
access to controlled substances, nor have responsibility for-such activities in the course
of performing nursing duties. Respondent's employer reported that respondent's work
as a Nursing Supervisor included access to controlled substances.

6. In addition, respondent failed to compete required coursework in medication
administration, documentation and in ethics within the first three months of the
probationary period, as required in the MOD.

7. For the foregoing reasons, the Department believes that respondent's continued practice
as a registered nurse represents a clear and immediate danger to the public health and
safety. The Department respectfully requests that this Board summarily suspend
respondent's license until a full hearing on the merits can be held.









    

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH 
 

In re: Karen Crosby, R.N.         Petition No. 2020-684  
 

CONSENT ORDER COVER SHEET 

 

1. Karen Crosby ("respondent") of West Hartford, Connecticut graduated from Los Angeles Valley College 

and was granted a licensed practical nursing license in 1984.   

2. On July 16, 2003, the Board of Examiners for Nursing ("the Board") ordered a Consent Order in Petition 

No. 2003-0512-010-042 which placed respondent's license on probation for four years as a result of 

diverting and abusing morphine and hydrocodone injectable. 

3. On October 5, 2005, the Board ordered a Modification of Consent Order in Petition No. 2005- 0322-010-

031 which extended respondent's probation until June 1, 2008.  

4. On April 4, 2012, the Board ordered a Consent Order in Petition No. 2011-1117 which placed respondent's 

license on probation for four years, as a result of diverting and abusing hydromorphone. 

5. From approximately 2014 through 2020, respondent abused and/or utilized alcohol, Xanax, 

Ambien, morphine and/or opiates (“controlled substances”) to excess. 

6. From approximately 2014 through the present, respondent has or had emotional disorders and/or 

mental illnesses (“diagnoses”). 

7. On or about July 7, and/or July 8, 2020, while respondent was practicing nursing at Middlesex 

Hospital in Middletown, Connecticut, respondent: 

a. was impaired during patient care; 
b. abused and/or utilized benzodiazepines, alprazolam, and/or opiates (“controlled 

substances”) to excess; 
c. diverted controlled substances from patient(s) and/or from medication stock; 
d. inappropriately wasted controlled substances; and/or,  
e. failed to completely, properly and/or accurately document medical or hospital records.  

  
8. Respondent’s license was suspended pursuant to an Interim Consent Order in August 2020. 

 



    

9.   Respondent’s diagnoses and/or abuse and/or excessive use of controlled substances does, and/or     

            may, affect her practice of nursing. 

10.  The proposed Consent Order places the respondent’s license on probation for four years with the  

  following terms: 

 urine screens weekly for the 1st and 4th years, twice monthly for the 2nd and 3rd 
years; 

 therapy and employer reports monthly for the 1st and 4th years and quarterly for 
the 2nd and 3rd years; 

 anonymous or support meetings;  
 no solo practice; and 
 narcotic access restriction until respondent receives approval from her therapist 

and written permission from the Department. 
 

11.  The Department and respondent respectfully request the Board to accept the proposed Consent   

  Order. 
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH 
 

In re: Christine Wilkinson, L.P.N.         Petition No. 2020-212  
 

CONSENT ORDER COVER SHEET 

 

1. Christine Wilkinson ("respondent") of Naugatuck, Connecticut graduated from Lincoln Technical Institute 

and was granted a licensed practical nursing license in 2010.   

2. Respondent has not been previously been disciplined. 

3. On December 13, 2019, respondent was working for an assisted living facility when she left her 

shift without notifying facility-staff.  Respondent accepted responsibility for what took place and 

very much regrets her actions. 

4. The proposed Consent Order places a reprimand  on respondent’s license and places her license on 

probation for one year with the following terms: 

•   coursework in ethics and medication administration within the first six months of 
probation; 

•   no solo employment however home healthcare agency employment is permitted 
with the Department’s written approval; and 

•   monthly employer reports. 
 

5. The Department and respondent respectfully request the Board to accept the proposed Consent 

Order. 

 



















    

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH 

 

In re: Lynne Reynolds, R.N.         Petition No. 2020-385 
 

CONSENT ORDER COVER SHEET 

 

1. Lynne Reynolds ("respondent") graduated from Misericordia University in 2005. She received her 

Connecticut nursing license in 2008.  

2. On or about March 9, 2020, the respondent administered hydromorphone to one or more patients for whom 

she was caring. Respondent also did not record said medication administration or notify the nurses who 

were caring for said patients. 

3. Respondent has an emotional disorder and/or mental illness which does and/or may affect her 

practice of nursing. 

4. In June, 2020, respondent’s license was suspended pursuant to an Interim Consent Order.  

5.  The proposed Consent Order places respondent’s license on probation for four years with the 

following terms: 

   Urine screens; weekly for the 1st and 4th years, twice monthly for the 2nd and 3rd 
years; 

  Therapy and employer reports; monthly for the 1st and 4th year and quarterly for the 
2nd and 3rd years; 

   Anonymous or support meetings; and  
   Narcotic access restriction until respondent receives approval from her therapist and 

written permission from the Department. (see page 6, paragraph 2b.iv., investigative 
report) 
 

6.  The Department and respondent, through counsel, respectfully request the Board to accept the 

proposed Consent Order. 

 



























    

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND SAFETY BRANCH 

 

MODIFICATION OF REINSTATEMENT CONSENT ORDER COVER SHEET 

 

In Re: Adrienne DeLucia, RN     Petition No. 2021-317 
 
 

1. Adrienne DeLucia of Wallingford, Connecticut (“respondent”) graduated from Southern  

Connecticut State University and was licensed to practice nursing in 2002.     
 

2. On February 19, 2014, respondent’s license was placed on probation for four years based, in part, 

upon respondent’s diversion of Demerol from medical stock and her abuse of Percocet.   

 

3. In August 2014, respondent violated the probationary terms of the Consent Order and her 

license was summarily suspended.  She subsequently surrendered her nursing license in October 

2015.   

 

4. On December 5, 2018, respondent’s license was reinstated pursuant to a Reinstatement Consent 

Order which placed her license on probation for four (4) years. The Reinstatement Consent 

Order prohibits her from obtaining or using alcohol, requires her, in part, to submit to random, 

negative urine screens and states that an EtG at a level of 1000 ng/mL or higher constitutes a 

positive screen for the presence of alcohol. 

 

5. On April 8, 2021, respondent abused or utilized to excess alcohol. Her urine tested positive 

for alcohol with an EtG level of 3686 ng/mL.  Consequently, respondent’s nursing license 

was summarily suspended in May 2021. 

 

6.  The proposed Modification of Reinstatement Consent Order places a reprimand on respondent’s 

license and adds an additional year of probation by changing the original probationary term from 

four years to five years. 

 

7.   The Department and respondent, through her counsel, respectfully request the Board to accept        

  the proposed Modification of Reinstatement Consent Order. 
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

VIA EMAIL  (atpredzimirski@gmail.com)Angel Predzimirski 
848 Derby Avenue, Apt 2 
Orange, CT 06477 

RE: Angel Predzimirski, RN - Petition No. 2020-1221 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

By authority of the General Statutes of Connecticut, Section 4-177, you are hereby notified to appear before 
the Board of Examiners for Nursing for a hearing on the attached Charges against you at 9:00 AM on July 21, 
2021.  The hearing will be held by video conference during the meeting of the Board of Examiners for 
Nursing.  The link to connect to the hearing will be provided by email 3-5 days prior to the hearing.   

These Charges are being brought against you under the provisions of the Sections 19a-9, 19a-10 and 20-99(b) 
of the Connecticut General Statutes.  The hearing will be conducted in accordance with Chapter 54 of the 
General Statutes of Connecticut and Section 19a-9-1, et seq., of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies 
(Public Health Code). 

At the hearing you will have the opportunity to present your evidence, including witnesses and documents.  It 
will be your responsibility to provide the hearing connection link to any witnesses you may call. 

Filing an Answer; Failure to File Answer: 

You are required to file an answer to the attached Charges with the Department of Public Health within 14 
days from the date of this Notice of Hearing.  Please note: failure to file an Answer could result in the 
allegations being found to be true as stated, and the possibility that you will not be permitted to submit any 
evidence concerning the allegations.    

Representation by an Attorney: 

At the aforementioned hearing you may be represented by an attorney and present evidence on your behalf.  
Although you may represent yourself (pro se), you are urged to obtain the services of an attorney.   

Documents: 

If you intend to introduce documents into evidence, YOU MUST COMPLY WITH THE FOLLOWING 
REQUIREMENTS: 

Exhibits should be pre-marked for identification ( i.e. Department exhibit 1, Respondent exhibit A), page 
numbered, and properly redacted.  
The following information shall be redacted.   

(1) Date of birth
(2) Mother’s maiden name
(3) Motor vehicle operator’s license number
(4) Social Security Number
(5) Other government-issued identification number
(6) Health insurance identification number
(7) Financial account number
(8) Security code or personal identification number (PIN)

BOARD EXH. 4



 
RE: Angel Predzimirski, RN - Petition No. 2020-1221     Page 2 
 

Order Re:  Filings 
 

In preparation for this hearing you must, no later than July 7, 2021, provide the information specified in the 
attached Notice for Submissions. 

 
All communications to the Board shall be submitted in this fashion.  The Department or Respondent shall 
provide a copy of each document filed to Respondent or Department as the case may be and certify such to the 
Board.   
 
Failure to Appear: 
 
If you fail to appear at the hearing, upon proof that due notice was served upon you to appear, the Board may 
proceed in the same manner as though you were present in person.  The Board may hold a fact-finding 
meeting immediately following the close of the record. 
 
Please call 860-509-7566 as soon as possible if you have any questions about the hearing schedule.   
 
Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this     18th   day of    June,       2021. 
 
For the Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing  
 

  /s/  Jeffrey A. Kardys    
Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist 
 
 
c: Christian Andresen, Section Chief, Practitioner Licensing and Investigations 
 Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Office of Legal Compliance 
 
 
 
 
 

The Department of Public Health is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 

If you require aid/accommodation to participate fully and fairly, 
 please contact the Public Health Hearing Office at 860-509-7566. 

 



Notice for Submissions 
 

The hearing in the matter of Angel Predzimirski, RN has been scheduled for July 21, 2021 and 
will be conducted remotely through Microsoft Teams/teleconference. 
 
On or before July 7, 2021, you must provide the following by electronic mail response to the 
hearing office at phho.dph@ct.gov 
 

1. Electronically Pre-filed exhibits –  Exhibits should be pre-marked for 
identification ( i.e. Department exhibit 1, Respondent exhibit A), page numbered, 
and properly redacted.  

 Parties and/or counsel should stipulate to any exhibits and facts not in dispute, 
and provide any objections to proposed exhibits.  All exhibits also must be sent to 
the opposing party or counsel. 

2. Witness List – identify any persons expected to be called to testify.  Be sure to 
notify your witnesses that they will be required to remain available and in 
attendance for the full duration of the hearing. (This will eliminate the difficulty 
of trying to reach witnesses again for rebuttal or additional examination later in 
the hearing).  Witness lists also must be sent to the opposing party or counsel. 

3. Photo Identification:  a copy of a government-issued photo identification of the 
parties and witnesses.   

4. Electronic Mail (“e-mail”) addresses for parties, counsel and witnesses.  All e-
mail addresses must be current and able to receive all notices relating to this 
matter. 

5. Cellphone numbers for all parties, counsel, and witnesses at which they can be 
reached and respond to text message during the hearing (in the event a connection 
is lost). 

6. A statement whether executive session may be required to receive testimony 
containing personal protected information, and if so, what that information may 
be (treatment records, patient records, therapy reports).  Parties or counsel should 
identify any witnesses listed in response to #2 above who may provide testimony 
relating to personal protected information requiring executive session. 

7. A statement whether an interpreter will be needed for the proceeding. 
 
This is a formal public hearing.  It will be video recorded and posted on the DPH website for 
public viewing.  All hearing participants should appear in proper attire, in proper surroundings, 
and remove any potential distractions. 
 
In preparation, please make sure all of your devices are fully functioning and properly charged.  
All participants are required to have video and audio functions on when testifying or speaking. 
Our office will contact you again 3 to 5 calendar days prior to the hearing to provide you with 
any further instructions and a Microsoft Teams link / phone number and code to enter the 
hearing. 
  
Should you have any question please contact the hearing office at phho.dph@ct.gov. 
 

mailto:phho.dph@ct.gov
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

Christopher Morahan VIA EMAIL (cmmorahan@msn.com) 
8 Durham Road 
Danbury, CT 06811 

RE: Christopher Morahan, RN - Petition No. 2020-1009 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

By authority of the General Statutes of Connecticut, Section 4-177, you are hereby notified to appear before 
the Board of Examiners for Nursing for a hearing on the attached Charges against you at 9:00 AM on July 21, 
2021.  The hearing will be held by video conference during the meeting of the Board of Examiners for 
Nursing.  The link to connect to the hearing will be provided by email 3-5 days prior to the hearing.   

These Charges are being brought against you under the provisions of the Sections 19a-9, 19a-10 and 20-99(b) 
of the Connecticut General Statutes.  The hearing will be conducted in accordance with Chapter 54 of the 
General Statutes of Connecticut and Section 19a-9-1, et seq., of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies 
(Public Health Code). 

At the hearing you will have the opportunity to present your evidence, including witnesses and documents.  It 
will be your responsibility to provide the hearing connection link to any witnesses you may call. 

Filing an Answer; Failure to File Answer: 

You are required to file an answer to the attached Charges with the Department of Public Health within 14 
days from the date of this Notice of Hearing.  Please note: failure to file an Answer could result in the 
allegations being found to be true as stated, and the possibility that you will not be permitted to submit any 
evidence concerning the allegations.    

Representation by an Attorney: 

At the aforementioned hearing you may be represented by an attorney and present evidence on your behalf.  
Although you may represent yourself (pro se), you are urged to obtain the services of an attorney.   

Documents: 

If you intend to introduce documents into evidence, YOU MUST COMPLY WITH THE FOLLOWING 
REQUIREMENTS: 

Exhibits should be pre-marked for identification ( i.e. Department exhibit 1, Respondent exhibit A), page 
numbered, and properly redacted.  
The following information shall be redacted.   

(1) Date of birth
(2) Mother’s maiden name
(3) Motor vehicle operator’s license number
(4) Social Security Number
(5) Other government-issued identification number
(6) Health insurance identification number
(7) Financial account number
(8) Security code or personal identification number (PIN)

BOARD EXH 4



RE: Christopher Morahan, RN - Petition No. 2020-1009 Page 2 

Order Re:  Filings 

In preparation for this hearing you must, no later than July 7, 2021, provide the information specified in the 
attached Notice for Submissions. 

All communications to the Board shall be submitted in this fashion.  The Department or Respondent shall 
provide a copy of each document filed to Respondent or Department as the case may be and certify such to the 
Board.   

Failure to Appear: 

If you fail to appear at the hearing, upon proof that due notice was served upon you to appear, the Board may 
proceed in the same manner as though you were present in person.  The Board may hold a fact-finding 
meeting immediately following the close of the record. 

Please call 860-509-7566 as soon as possible if you have any questions about the hearing schedule.  

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this     18th   day of  June,       2021.

For the Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing 

/s/  Jeffrey A. Kardys 
Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist 

c: Christian Andresen, Section Chief, Practitioner Licensing and Investigations 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Office of Legal Compliance 

The Department of Public Health is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

If you require aid/accommodation to participate fully and fairly, 
 please contact the Public Health Hearing Office at 860-509-7566. 



Notice for Submissions 
The hearing in the matter of Christopher Morahan, RN has been scheduled for July 21, 2021 and 
will be conducted remotely through Microsoft Teams/teleconference. 

On or before July 7, 2021, you must provide the following by electronic mail response to the 
hearing office at phho.dph@ct.gov 

1. Electronically Pre-filed exhibits –  Exhibits should be pre-marked for
identification ( i.e. Department exhibit 1, Respondent exhibit A), page numbered,
and properly redacted.
Parties and/or counsel should stipulate to any exhibits and facts not in dispute,
and provide any objections to proposed exhibits.  All exhibits also must be sent to
the opposing party or counsel.

2. Witness List – identify any persons expected to be called to testify.  Be sure to
notify your witnesses that they will be required to remain available and in
attendance for the full duration of the hearing. (This will eliminate the difficulty
of trying to reach witnesses again for rebuttal or additional examination later in
the hearing).  Witness lists also must be sent to the opposing party or counsel.

3. Photo Identification:  a copy of a government-issued photo identification of the
parties and witnesses.

4. Electronic Mail (“e-mail”) addresses for parties, counsel and witnesses.  All e-
mail addresses must be current and able to receive all notices relating to this
matter.

5. Cellphone numbers for all parties, counsel, and witnesses at which they can be
reached and respond to text message during the hearing (in the event a connection
is lost).

6. A statement whether executive session may be required to receive testimony
containing personal protected information, and if so, what that information may
be (treatment records, patient records, therapy reports).  Parties or counsel should
identify any witnesses listed in response to #2 above who may provide testimony
relating to personal protected information requiring executive session.

7. A statement whether an interpreter will be needed for the proceeding.

This is a formal public hearing.  It will be video recorded and posted on the DPH website for 
public viewing.  All hearing participants should appear in proper attire, in proper surroundings, 
and remove any potential distractions. 

In preparation, please make sure all of your devices are fully functioning and properly charged.  
All participants are required to have video and audio functions on when testifying or speaking. 
Our office will contact you again 3 to 5 calendar days prior to the hearing to provide you with 
any further instructions and a Microsoft Teams link / phone number and code to enter the 
hearing. 

Should you have any question please contact the hearing office at phho.dph@ct.gov. 

mailto:phho.dph@ct.gov
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