Attachment: Policy 48-19-2
11/12 (Rev.) 
FORMAT FOR THE ADOPTION SOCIAL STUDY

Overview
The primary purpose of the adoption social study is to provide information by which the court may determine the suitability of the adoption.

The study may also be used to provide information to the adult adoptee should the adoptee seek information concerning his or her background upon reaching the age of majority. 

Important Note: The writer should make every effort to be accurate and objective, to provide information which is essential to the court's understanding of the adoptive placement and to avoid including extraneous detailed information or subjective descriptive language which might be construed as insensitive or which might impact negatively on an individual who gains access to the information as an adult adoptee.
Please note that siblings who are placed together and are being adopted by the same family require separate adoption social studies. However, all siblings being adopted shall be listed under "Siblings" in each other's studies.
​​​​​​​​​​_________________________________________________________________________
In Re: (child's name)  
Superior Court for Juvenile Matters at:  (address)  
  
Date: 
ADOPTION SOCIAL STUDY 
I.   Legal Basis for Adoption:

1. [Date the child was committed and name of court.]
2. [Brief description of the history of neglect or abuse suffered by the child.]
3. [Date of termination of parental rights.]
4. [Date the child was placed in the adoptive home or date the foster family decided to become the child's adoptive family.]
II. Adoptive Family:
1. Family Members: [names, dates of birth, relationship to child]
A. Father

B.  Mother

C.  Children

D.  Others in household
2. Home: [Brief description of the home, location, etc.]
3. Background: [Any history of arrests? Any substantiated reports of abuse or neglect?] 
4. Education and Occupation: [Briefly summarize for each member of the family. What arrangements have been made for day care?]
5. Finances: [Sources and amounts income. Can the adoptive family be expected to provide a stable home environment given their financial circumstances?] 

Note: The fact that the adoptive parents are receiving a subsidy should not be included in this section. An adoption subsidy is related to the child's eligibility as special needs and is not related to the family's finances. Information regarding a subsidy is included in the section on special needs.
6. Health: [Include a brief statement about the health of each member of the family, including the adoptive child. Include any history of mental illness or psychiatric hospitalization. Is anyone on medication? Are there any family members with alcohol or drug dependency problems?]
7. Relationship of Adoptive Parents: [Marriage date, if applicable. Length of time they have resided together as a couple. Evaluation of relationship as it relates to meeting the child's individual needs.]
III. Family and Community Relationships:

[The section focuses on how the family is meeting the needs of the child.]
1. How is the child adjusting in the family unit and how are family members, including other children, adjusting to the newly-introduced family member? How has the child been accommodated into the family?

2. What is the level of involvement and contact with extended family and friends? Have the extended family and friends accepted and accommodated the child and, if so, how?

3. [Delete if not applicable.] Are there step- or half-siblings who do not live in the home but are included in activities with the family? If so, how does the family handle this?

4. Succession planning: are there other family members who are available as substitute caregivers should something happen to the adoptive parent(s)? Have these identified family members expressed a willingness to do so?

5. What community resources and supportive services are available to the child and to the family?

6. [Delete if not applicable.] If this is a child who has had contact with biological siblings or other family members, what, if any, plans do the adoptive parents have to maintain these contacts? [This may also include foster parents.] Who are the people available to the child? Have the child's separations and losses been discussed with the family?

7. [Delete if not applicable.] If this is a transracial adoption, has the importance of maintaining and providing connections with the child's racial and cultural history been discussed with the family? Describe the family’s experiences and understanding regarding the role of race and ethnic heritage in the child’s upbringing. Describe the ability of the extended family to integrate the child as a true member of the family.  What is the nature of the support system which will be in place to meet the individual needs of the child related to the child’s racial and cultural background?  Discuss the extent to which both foster parents and their children are accepting of the adoption. Beyond the family's willingness to undertake the special challenge, how are they equipped to help the child establish a positive racial identify?

IV. Child for Adoption:

1. Vital Statistics

Name: [birth name exactly as it appears on the birth certificate]
Birth date:  

Sex:

Race: 

Proposed name after adoption: [exactly as it will appear on the new birth certificate]
2. Placement History:

[Include a brief history of placements including foster homes, residential facilities and disrupted adoptive placements. This should not contain detailed descriptions; it is meant to be a historical listing. Depending upon the age of the child, add a statement as to what awareness the child has regarding his or her placement history. State whether the child is receiving or may receive therapy to address any emotional issues related to placement.] 

3. Education:

[Describe current academic progress and social adjustment to the school environment. Provide summary information about previous educational history and the results of educational testing and standardized testing. State whether the child is in a special education program and, if so, discuss the Individualized Education Program (IEP).
4. Health:

[Include information about the child’s physical, mental and genetic history. Describe the child’s health status at the time of the placement. Provide the child's birth, neonatal and other medical, psychological, psychiatric and dental history information. Include a record of immunizations for the child.  Describe any pertinent health history, including dates of any hospitalizations. State results of any physical, medical, psychological, psychiatric, developmental and dental exams and indicate who performed said examination.]   
4.  Special needs: [If applicable, describe child's special needs that qualify him or her for an adoption subsidy.]
5. Relationships:

[Describe relationships with A) former caregivers, B) genetic parents and extended family members, and C) with adoptive family members. What does the child understand about the adoption, given his or her age and developmental level? For an older child, what is he or she looking for in the adoption? If there will be continued contact with birth relatives or former foster parents, who are they and what are the arrangements?]
V. Siblings: [for each child]
Name:

Birth date:

Sex:

Race:
Lives with:
Whether the sibling will be adopted by the same family:

Past and existing relationship with adoptive child:

Plans for future contact: [If none, explain why not.]
VI. Genetic Parents: [Note: In writing this section of the social study, please consider the impact of what is written on an adoptee who has reached the age of majority and has the right to request this document. Subjective and judgmental statements are to be avoided. Avoid diagnostic labels such as "schizophrenic" or "mentally retarded."]
1. Vital Statistics

Mother: [name, birth date, religion, race, current whereabouts]
Father: [name, birth date, religion, race, current whereabouts]
2. Paternity [Indicate whether paternity has been established by acknowledgement in writing or established by court finding in a court of competent jurisdiction and whether father was a party to the proceedings concerning termination of parental rights.]
3. [State something positive about each parent.]
4. [Briefly describe how the parent came to the decision to voluntarily terminate parental rights, if applicable; OR  if it was a contested termination of parental rights, state that the parents did not voluntarily relinquish parental rights.]
5. Significant health problems of parents.
6. [If a parent is deceased, include a brief, sensitively-worded account of the circumstances of death, if known.]
VII. Assessment:

[Discuss the family's ability to meet the child's needs both immediately and in the long term.] 

[Explain the reasons the proposed adoption is in the best interest of the child.]
Submitted by:
_____________________________

Date  _________________
[Social Worker] 
Reviewed by: 
_____________________________

Date  _________________

[Social Work Supervisor] 
Approved by:
_____________________________

Date  _________________

[Program Manager] 





PAGE  
5

