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Sec. 29-254a. Penalty for violation of State Building Code. Any person who violates any provision of
the State Building Code shall be fined not less than two hundred dollars or more than one thousand
dollars or imprisoned not more than six months, or both.

Sec. 29-260. (Formerly Sec. 19-396). Municipal building official to administer code. Appointment.
Dismissal. (a) The chief executive officer of any town, city or borough, unless other means are already
provided, shall appoint an officer to administer the code for a term of four years and until his successor
qualifies and quadrennially thereafter shall so appoint a successor. Such officer shall be known as the
building official. Two or more communities may combine in the appointment of a building official for the
purpose of enforcing the provisions of the code in the same manner. The chief executive officer of any
town, city or borough, upon the death, disability, dismissal, retirement or revocation of licensure of the
building official, may appoint a licensed building official as the acting building official for a single period
not to exceed one hundred eighty days.

(b) Unless otherwise provided by ordinance, charter or special act, a local building official who fails to
perform the duties of his office may be dismissed by the local appointing authority and another person
shall be appointed in his place, provided, prior to such dismissal, such local building official shall be given
an opportunity to be heard in his own defense at a public hearing in accordance with subsection (c) of
this section.

(c) No local building official may be dismissed under subsection (b) of this section unless he has been
given notice in writing of the specific grounds for such dismissal and an opportunity to be heard in his
own defense, personally or by counsel, at a public hearing before the authority having the power of
dismissal. Such public hearing shall be held not less than five or more than ten days after such notice.
Any person so dismissed may appeal within thirty days following such dismissal to the superior court for
the judicial district in which such town, city or borough is located. Service shall be made as in civil process.
The court shall review the record of such hearing and if it appears that testimony is necessary for an
equitable disposition of the appeal, it may take evidence or appoint a referee or a committee to take
such evidence as the court may direct and report the same to the court with his or its findings of fact,
which report shall constitute a part of the proceedings upon which the determination of the court shall
be made. The court may affirm the action of such authority or may set the same aside if it finds that such
authority acted illegally or abused its discretion.

(d) Each municipality shall become a member of the International Code Council and shall pay the
membership fee.



Sec. 29-261. (Formerly Sec. 19-397). Qualifications of building official and assistant building officials.
Powers and duties. Return of building plans and specifications. (a) The building official, to be eligible
for appointment, shall have had at least five years' experience in construction, design or supervision and
assistant building officials shall have had at least three years' experience in construction, design or
supervision, or equivalent experience as determined by the Commissioner of Administrative Services.
They shall be generally informed on the quality and strength of building materials, on the accepted
requirements of building construction, on the accepted requirements of design and construction relating
to accessibility to and use of buildings by the physically disabled, on good practice in fire prevention, on
the accepted requirements regarding light and ventilation, on the accepted requirements for safe exit
facilities and on other items of equipment essential for the safety, comfort and convenience of occupants
and shall be certified under the provisions of section 29-262.

(b) The building official or assistant building official shall pass upon any question relative to the mode,
manner of construction or materials to be used in the erection or alteration of buildings or structures,
pursuant to applicable provisions of the State Building Code and in accordance with rules and regulations
adopted by the Department of Administrative Services. They shall require compliance with the
provisions of the State Building Code, of all rules lawfully adopted and promulgated thereunder and of
laws relating to the construction, alteration, repair, removal, demolition and integral equipment and
location, use, accessibility, occupancy and maintenance of buildings and structures, except as may be
otherwise provided for.

(c) A building official may request proof of licensure from any person at a construction site for which
a building permit was issued. If such official finds any person engaging in or practicing work in an
occupation for which a license is required under chapters 393 and 393a, without first having obtained
an apprentice permit or a license for such work or occupation, the building official may notify the
Commissioner of Consumer Protection of such violation and may issue a written order and personally
deliver such order or send such order by certified mail to the person holding such building permit. Such
order may require that any person working at such site without the required permit or license shall cease
work at the site immediately. The unlicensed person may perform such work or occupation at the
construction site upon submission of documentation satisfactory to the building official of compliance
under said chapters 393 and 393a.

(d) The building official or his assistant shall have the right of entry to such buildings or structures,
except single-family residences, for the proper performance of his duties between the hours of nine a.m.
and five p.m., except that in the case of an emergency he shall have the right of entry at any time, if such
entry is necessary in the interest of public safety.

(e) Notwithstanding any provision of the Freedom of Information Act, as defined in section 1-200, or
the State Building Code, upon receipt of a written request signed by the owner of plans and specifications
on file for a single-family dwelling or out-building, the building official shall immediately return the
original plans and specifications to the owner after a certificate of occupancy is issued with respect to
the plans and specifications.



Sec. 29-262. (Formerly Sec. 19-397a). Licensure of building officials. Continuing educational
programs. Suspension or revocation of license or certificate. Hearing. Appeal. Indemnification. (a) The
State Building Inspector and the Codes and Standards Committee acting jointly, with the approval of the
Commissioner of Administrative Services, shall require passage of a written examination and successful
completion of a suitable educational program of training as proof of qualification pursuant to section 29-
261 to be eligible to be a building official. No person shall act as a building official for any municipality
until the State Building Inspector, upon a determination of qualification, issues a license to such person,
except that a license shall not be required (1) in the case of a person certified prior to January 1, 1984,
or (2) in the case of a provisional appointment, for a period not to exceed ninety days in order to
complete such training program and licensure classes, made in accordance with standards established
in regulations adopted by the State Building Inspector and the Codes and Standards Committee in
accordance with the provisions of chapter 54. The State Building Inspector and the Codes and Standards
Committee, with the approval of the Commissioner of Administrative Services, shall adopt regulations,
in accordance with chapter 54, to (A) establish classes of licensure that will recognize the varying
complexities of code enforcement in the municipalities within the state, and (B) require continuing
educational programs for each such class that shall include basic requirements for each such program
and a system of control and reporting. Any licensed or certified building official or inspector who wishes
to retire his or her license or certificate may apply to the office of the State Building Inspector to have
such license or certificate retired and be issued a certificate of emeritus. Such retired official or inspector
may no longer hold himself or herself out as a licensed or certified official or inspector.

(b) The State Building Inspector shall prepare and conduct or approve continuing educational
programs designed to train and assist building officials in carrying out the duties and responsibilities of
their office. Such educational programs shall be in addition to the program specified under subsection
(a) of this section and shall consist of not less than ninety hours of training over consecutive three-year
periods. Each building official shall attend such training programs and present proof of successful
completion to the State Building Inspector. The State Building Inspector may, after notice and
opportunity for hearing, revoke any license issued under the provisions of subsection (a) of this section
or any certificate issued prior to January 1, 1984, for failure on the part of any building official to present
such proof.

(c) The fees for the educational programs of training required in subsections (a) and (b) of this section
and the cost of textbooks for such programs shall be paid from the education fee assessed pursuant to
section 29-263. Any person may participate in the educational programs specified under subsection (b)
of this section at his own expense where space is available.

(d) The Codes and Standards Committee may suspend or revoke the license or certificate of any
building official who fails to faithfully perform the duties of his office. No such building official may have
his license or certificate suspended or revoked unless he has been given notice in writing of the specific
grounds for such action and an opportunity to be heard in his own defense, personally or by counsel, at
a hearing before the Codes and Standards Committee. Such hearing shall be held in accordance with the
provisions of chapter 54. Any such building official may appeal such suspension or revocation to the



Superior Court in accordance with the provisions of section 4-183. Said court shall review the record of
such hearing and, if it appears upon the hearing on the appeal that testimony is necessary for an
equitable disposition of the appeal, it may take evidence or appoint a referee or a committee to take
such evidence as it may direct and report the same to the court with his or its findings of fact, which
report shall constitute a part of the proceedings upon which the determination of the court shall be
made. The court may affirm the action of the Codes and Standards Committee or may set the same aside
if it finds that such committee acted illegally or in the abuse of its discretion.

(e) For purposes of indemnification of any building official against any losses, damages or liabilities
arising out of the performance of his official duties, the building official shall be deemed to be acting for
the municipality in which he was appointed.

Sec. 29-263. (Formerly Sec. 19-398). Permit to construct or alter. Education fee. Exemption for Class
I renewable energy source projects. (a) Except as provided in subsection (h) of section 29-252a and the
State Building Code adopted pursuant to subsection (a) of section 29-252, after October 1, 1970, no
building or structure shall be constructed or altered until an application has been filed with the building
official and a permit issued. Such permit shall be issued or refused, in whole or in part, within thirty days
after the date of an application. No permit shall be issued except upon application of the owner of the
premises affected or the owner's authorized agent. No permit shall be issued to a contractor who is
required to be registered pursuant to chapter 400, for work to be performed by such contractor, unless
the name, business address and Department of Consumer Protection registration number of such
contractor is clearly marked on the application for the permit, and the contractor has presented such
contractor's certificate of registration as a home improvement contractor. Prior to the issuance of a
permit and within said thirty-day period, the building official shall review the plans of buildings or
structures to be constructed or altered, including, but not limited to, plans prepared by an architect
licensed pursuant to chapter 390, a professional engineer licensed pursuant to chapter 391 or an interior
designer registered pursuant to chapter 396a acting within the scope of such license or registration, to
determine their compliance with the requirements of the State Building Code and, where applicable, the
local fire marshal shall review such plans to determine their compliance with the Fire Safety Code. Such
plans submitted for review shall be in substantial compliance with the provisions of the State Building
Code and, where applicable, with the provisions of the Fire Safety Code.

(b) On and after July 1, 1999, the building official shall assess an education fee on each building permit
application. During the fiscal year commencing July 1, 1999, the amount of such fee shall be sixteen cents
per one thousand dollars of construction value as declared on the building permit application and the
building official shall remit such fees quarterly to the Department of Administrative Services, for deposit
in the General Fund. Upon deposit in the General Fund, the amount of such fees shall be credited to the
appropriation to the Department of Administrative Services and shall be used for the code training and
educational programs established pursuant to section 29-251c and the educational programs required
in subsections (a) and (b) of section 29-262. On and after July 1, 2000, the assessment shall be made in
accordance with regulations adopted pursuant to subsection (d) of section 29-251c. All fees collected
pursuant to this subsection shall be maintained in a separate account by the local building department.
During the fiscal year commencing July 1, 1999, the local building department may retain two per cent



of such fees for administrative costs incurred in collecting such fees and maintaining such account. On
and after July 1, 2000, the portion of such fees which may be retained by a local building department
shall be determined in accordance with regulations adopted pursuant to subsection (d) of section 29-
251c.

(c) Any municipality may, by ordinance adopted by its legislative body, exempt Class | renewable
energy source projects from payment of building permit fees imposed by the municipality.

Sec. 29-265. (Formerly Sec. 19-400). Certificate of occupancy. (a) Except as provided in subsection (h)
of section 29-252a, no building or structure erected or altered in any municipality after October 1, 1970,
shall be occupied or used, in whole or in part, until a certificate of occupancy, as defined in the
regulations adopted under section 29-252, has been issued by the building official, certifying that such
building, structure or work performed pursuant to the building permit substantially conforms to the
provisions of the State Building Code and the regulations lawfully adopted under said code. Nothing in
the code or in this part shall require the removal, alteration or abandonment of, or prevent the
continuance of the use and occupancy of, any single-family dwelling but within six years of the date of
occupancy of such dwelling after substantial completion of construction of, alteration to or addition to
such dwelling, or of a building lawfully existing on October 1, 1945, except as may be necessary for the
safety of life or property. The use of a building or premises shall not be deemed to have changed because
of a temporary vacancy or change of ownership or tenancy.

(b) No building official shall refuse to issue a certificate of occupancy for any single-family dwelling
because such dwelling is not connected to an electric utility if such dwelling is otherwise in conformity
with the requirements of this section and applicable local health codes and is equipped with an
alternative energy system. A certificate issued under this section shall contain a statement that an
alternative energy system is in place. For the purposes of this subsection, “alternative energy system”
means any system or mechanism which uses solar radiation, wind, water, biomass or geothermal
resources as the primary source for the generation of electrical energy.

Sec. 29-393. (Formerly Sec. 19-391). Building inspectors; duties, right of entry. On receipt of
information from the local fire marshal or from any other authentic source that any building in his
jurisdiction, due to lack of exit facilities, fire, deterioration, catastrophe or other cause, is in such
condition as to be a hazard to any person or persons, the building inspector shall immediately make an
inspection by himself or by his assistant, and may make orders for additional exit facilities or the repair
or alteration of the building if the same is susceptible to repair or both or for the removal of such
building or any portion thereof if any such order is necessary in the interests of public safety. Any
building inspector shall have the right of entry into all buildings for the performance of his duties
between the hours of nine o'clock a.m. and five o'clock p.m., in the interests of public safety.

Sec. 29-394. (Formerly Sec. 19-392). Penalty. Any person who, by himself or his agent, fails to comply
with the written order of a building inspector for the provision of additional exit facilities in a building,



the repair or alteration of a building or the removal of a building or any portion thereof, shall be fined
not less than two hundred nor more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than six
months, or both.



