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Claudette J. Beaulieu, Deputy Commissioner


Effective Date

POLICY TRANSMITTAL NO.: UP-06-03

SUBJECT:
HUSKY Presumptive Eligibility for Children

The department is reinstating HUSKY Presumptive Eligibility for Children under the age of nineteen (19). This initiative is being implemented to comply with Public Act 05-280 of the 2005 Connecticut legislative session. The reinstatement of presumptive eligibility for children will allow increased access to immediate medical care for children.

As in the past, Qualified Entities (QE) will determine eligibility for HUSKY Presumptive Eligibility for Children. Qualified Entities are certain organizations located in the community that are allowed to accept applications for and grant temporary Medicaid assistance to children.

DSS may select QE’s from the following categories: Medicaid providers who serve children (including but not limited to school based health centers); Head Start programs; WIC programs; those authorized to determine eligibility under the Child Care Development Block Grant (state funded child care centers), elementary and secondary schools; homeless shelters that provide food and shelter under a grant under the Stuart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act; Child Support, Medicaid, SCHIP and TANF workers; and certain public housing authorities that determine eligibility for any assistance or benefits provided under any public or assisted housing that receives Federal funds including the section 8 program. (There are no current plans to have Medicaid, SCHIP or TANF workers act as QE’s.)

Applications for Presumptive Eligibility (PE) will be accepted and granted by the QE whenever they have contact with a child who is in need of medical care and appears to be HUSKY eligible, but lacks medical coverage. Once the application is presumptively granted by the QE, the application will be forwarded to the appropriate DSS Regional Processing Unit (RPU), which will immediately process the grant in the department’s Eligibility Management System (EMS) so that medical claims can be paid. Once PE has been granted in EMS a CONNECT card will be issued to the client.

At the time the QE makes the PE determination they will also give the client a   W-538 – Medicaid Presumptive Eligibility Certification and Guarantee of Payment form (The W-538 ensures Medicaid payment under fee-for-service to approved Medicaid Providers.) The W-538 form enables the client to have immediate access to medical care.

The DSS RPU will then continue to process the case for ongoing HUSKY assistance. If eligibility for HUSKY A is established, the DSS RPU will close the PE case and grant ongoing coverage in the appropriate HUSKY A coverage group. If ongoing eligibility is not established, the DSS RPU will deny the HUSKY A application and close the presumptive eligibility case. If appropriate the DSS RPU will refer the HUSKY application to ACS for a determination for HUSKY B eligibility.

Also, due to a new address for one of the Healthy Start providers an updated procedures page is being issued.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR UPDATING THE UPM:
Remove and Recycle
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DISPOSITION:  This Policy Transmittal should be retained for future reference.

DISTRIBUTION:
UPM List

RESPONSIBLE UNIT:   Family Support Unit, (860) 424-5540







Date Issued: 3-15-06
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