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Scott Bighinatti

From: Banker, David <DBanker@themdc.com>
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2018 12:59 PM
To: DLawrence@aquarionwater.com; russellposthauer@ccaengineering.com; Dave Murphy; 

Scott Bighinatti
Subject: FW: 

Dan, Russell & Dave, 
 
See below for first comment received for the Western WUCC. 
 
Dave 
 

From: Mark & Joelle Widomski [mailto:jwidomski@snet.net]  
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2018 11:55 AM 
To: Banker, David 
Subject:  
 
My name is Mark Widomski and I am a Planning and Zoning Commissioner for the City of Shelton, 
having been elected this past November.  I have been an active member of the community for almost 
30 years in terms of controlled development and the protection of our natural resources. 
  
It is great to see that there is an interest in the water supply after the debacle of last year and the 
numerous water restrictions that were enacted by various water authorities and municipalities. 
  
Water is a natural resource that we all take advantage of and have little thought about.  Why is 
that?  The answer is simple.  We look around our environment and we see plenty of water in creeks, 
brooks, streams, rivers and many other places.  A drive around Connecticut and one will find way too 
many bodies of water to count.  The result is people see this natural resource as plentiful. 
  
The reality is quite the opposite.  Many of our wetland and watercourses have been filled in or 
rerouted in the name of progress, further reducing the supply of water.  Most of these waters are 
polluted and require heavy treatments to make them drinkable.  They are polluted for several reasons 
that go from acid rain from the west to heavy industrial use to over development.   
  
I am going to focus on the over development aspect.  Historically, water companies and municipal 
owned water authorities were vast property owners in the form of watersheds.  These watersheds 
allowed the rain water and natural ground waters to be cleaned naturally and directed the runoff to a 
reservoir.  The water was then further cleaned in the treatment plant and then distributed to the 
customers. 
  
With the advent and reliance on treatment plants, the water authorities sold off vast sums of the 
watershed to private land owners.  These land owners then developed these properties into 
developments, cutting trees and regarding the topography, thus changing forever the proverbial lay of 
the land.  The result was a new topography that redirected the water in new and different directions 
thus resulting in a decline of available water to flow in to the reservoirs.  Instead the water is 
redirected to catch basins that may have miles of piping taking the water away from the area to a new 
area that may have no relationship to the reservoirs.  Retention ponds are also added where the bulk 
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of the water is most likely evaporated before entering the natural ground water system.  These 
retention ponds are usually built in a location that will provide the most benefit to the developer and 
not to the benefit of the water authorities and the natural ground water system. 
  
So how do we protect the natural resource that our lives depend on?  The answer is not very 
complicated, but it is also not very simple.  The first step is we need to protect our watersheds and 
add to them. We need to protect our wetlands and stop filling them in for the almighty dollar.  We 
need to have stricter regulations regarding buffer zones for these wetlands and we need to enforce 
them.   
  
The second step is to stop the paving over of vast amounts of land.  We need to stop changing the 
topography of our lands forever.  No amount of engineering will ever change the way mother nature 
works.  Simply look at the Mississippi and the amount of controls placed on it and it is still not tamed!! 
  
Third step is conservation.  Last year the bulk of the water problems were in southwest Fairfield 
County.  A drive through the area on a typical summer day and on will find just about every house 
with a sprinkler system to water the grass, the shrubs and other ground coverings.  One will also find 
the commercial buildings are also doing the same thing.  The crazy part of this is even on rainy days, 
the sprinklers are going!!  Last year, Aquarion water spent hundreds of thousands of dollars to build a 
temporary pipeline to move water from up county to down county so these people can continue to 
water their lawns.  No restrictions were put into place until it was too late, and even then, they were 
voluntary.  This practice needs to be halted.  
  
So how to enforce water conservation?  The answer is quite simple.  Every customer of a water 
authority, private or municipal, is required to have a meter for water coming into the house.  The 
solution is to require ALL customers of a water authority that have an irrigation system installed, shall 
have that system on a separate meter that can be turned on or off by the regulating water authority 
when a specific level of drought is declared by the state.  This will include current and new 
construction and there is no grandfathering.  Set a timeline of one year to be retrofitted and if not in 
compliance, then the owner faces a complete shut off, no return of service until such time a second 
meter is installed and a large fine. 
  
The solutions are as I said are not very complicated.  The difficulty will be the politicians and if they 
have the resolve to do what is correct for everyone vested in water, or if they will succumb to the 
political pressure by the big donors.   
  
I applaud the effort and the input you are looking for, but the bottom line is getting the politician that is 
beholden to special interest to buy into a plan that may hurt those very groups.  I wish the group the 
best of luck in moving forward and hopefully making a meaningful resolution to a problem that will 
have a negative impact on all of us if not resolved soon. 
  
If you should have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me via return email. 
 
My comments and opinions in no way represent the opinions of the Shelton Planning and Zoning 
Commission, the City of Shelton or any of its affiliates etc. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mark Widomski 


